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CHA Pak 
G1L BL As ſets out for Aſturias ; be 
paſſes by Valladolid, where he goes fo 


dit bis old maſter Dr. dan Ds ; he 
meets by chance Signior Manuel Or- 
dognez, adminiſtrator of the hoſpital, 


rr the ſame time that I was 
7 Lo preparing to ſet out from 
1 Madrid, wich Scipio for the 
8 I ur ias pope Paul V. ad- 
ö vanced the duke of Lerma, 
to | the 25 of a cardinal; that pon- 
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tiff being deſirous of eſtabliſhing the in- 
quiſition in the kingdom of Naples, Kei 


moted that miniſter to the purple, to in- 
duce him to obtain king Philips conſent 


to ſo laudable a deſign ; and every one 
who was well acquainted with this new 
member of the ſacred college, thought 
as well as I, that the church had gained a 
fine purchaſe. 

HRREU e Scipio, who had rather 
have ſeen me in a ſplendid -poſt at court, 


than buried in a retirement, adviſed me to 


make my appearance before the cardi- 
nal: perhaps, ſaid he, when his eminence 
ſees you out of priſon by the king's or- 
der, he will think he ought no longer to 
affect to ſeem 6 Nd againſt you, and 
may take you again into his ſervice. Ma- 


ſter Scipio, anſwered I, you forget, no doubt, 


that I only obtained my liberty on con- 
dition of my going immediately out of 
the two Caſtiles: beſides, do you think 
me already weary of my caſtle at Lirias ? 
I have told you before, and now repeat 
it, that if the duke of Lerma would re- 
ſtore me to his favour, and would even 
offer me the place of Don Roderigo de Cal. 
derona, 1 would refuſe it. My reſolution 
is taken, I am determined to go to Oviedo 
in ſearch of my parents, and to retire after- 
wards with chem to the 9 of 

Vualen- 


Chap. 1. of GIL BLAS. 3 


Valencia: As for thee, friend, if thou re- 


penteſt of having united thy fate to mine, 
thou need'ſt only ſpeak, I am ready to 
give thee half my treaſure, and thou 
may'ſt ſtay at Madrid, where thou mayꝰ ſt 
puſh thy fortune as much as lies in thy 
power. 

How, reply'd my ſecretary, a little 
touch'd with theſe words, can you ſuſ- 
pect me of being at all averſe at attend- 
ing you to your retirement? This ſuſpi- 
cion is injurious to my zeal and affec- 
tion. What! Scipio, that faithful ſervant, 
who to ſhare your troubles would will- 
ingly have paſs'd the reſt of his days with 
you in the tower of Segovia, will not he 
accompany you but with regret to an a- 
bode, that promiſes him a thouſand: plea- 
ſures ? No, no; I have no mind to diſſuade 
you from your reſolution. I muſt e'en 
confeſs my roguery; When I adviſed you 
to ſhew your ſelf to the duke of Lerna, 
*:was becauſe I had a fancy to ſound you, 
to ſee whether you had not ſtill ſome ſceds 
of ambition remaining in you. Well, 
ſince you are ſo entirely wean'd from all 
thoughts of grandeur, let us quickly leave 
the court, and go enjoy thoſe innocent and 
delicious pleaſures, of which we have for- 
med to our ſelves ſuch charming ideas. 
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I effect we both ſet out ſoon after, in 
a chaiſe drawn by two good mules, and 
driven by a yourg fellow whom I thought 
fit to take into my ſervice, to increaſe my 
retinue. We lay the firſt night at Alea 
la de Henares, and the ſecond at Segovia, 
from whence, without ſtopping to ſee the 
generous governor Terdetillas, I went. on 
to Penafel, upon the Duero, and the next 
day arrived at Valladolid. At the ſight 
of this laſt city, 1 could not forbear fetch- 
ing a deep ſigh, which my companion 
hearing, aſk'd the reaſon of. The rea- 
fon, my lad, ſaid I, is becauſe I practis'd 
phyſic here a long while, for which 
my conſcience now ſecretly reproaches 
me; methinks all the patients I have 
kill'd are going to riſe out of their graves 
ro come and tear me in pieces. What an 
odd conceit is that, ſaid my ſecretary | 
Indeed Signior Santillane, you are too good. 
Why ſhould you repent of having fol- 
low*d your buſineſs ? See the oldeſt phy- 
ſicians, are they troubled with ſuch ſcruples 
of conſcience ? Not in the leaſt I aſſure you. 
They go on ſtill at their old rate, with 
the greateſt tranquillity in the world, im- 
puting to nature all their miſcarriages, 
and taking to themſelves the credit of 
every lucky hit. 


T7 18 


Chap. 1. of GIL BLAS. 5 

*T1s very true, reſum'd I, doctor San- 
grado, whole method I follow'd to a tit- 
tle, was of that character. In vain did he 
ſee every day twenty people die under his 
hands, he was ſo fully perſuaded of the ex- 
cellence of bleeding in the arm, and drink- 
ing copiouſly of water, which he call'd his 
two ſpecifics for all ſorts of diſeaſes, that 
inſtead of laying the blame on his medi- 
cines, he thought his patients only died 
for want of having drank enough, and 
having been ſufficiently blooded. By St. 
Francis, cry'd Scipio, burſting into a fit of 
laughter, you give me a deſcription of a 
molt incomparable perſon. If you have 
a curioſity to ſee and hear him, ie I. you 
may eaſily ſatisfy it to-morrow morning, 
provided Sangrado be ſtill alive, and is at 
Valladolid, which I can ſcarce believe, for 
he was pretty elderly when I. left him, and 
a great many years are elapſed ſince that 
time, 

Our firſt care, when we arrived at the 
inn where we took up our lodging, was 
to enquire after the doctor; and we heard” 
that he was not yet dead, but that being 
no longer able at his age to make viſits, 
or to undergo the fatigue inſeparable from 
that profeſſion, he had quitted the ſtage 
to three or four other doctors, who had 
brought themſclves in vogue by a new 
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method of practice, which was ſcarce a 
jot better than his. We reſolved then to 
ſtay at Valadolid the next day, both to let 
our mules take ſome reſt, and to viſit Sig- 

Hor Sangrado. Accordingly we went to ſce 
him, next morning about ten o'clock, 

and found him ſitting in an eaſy chair 
with a book in his hand. He roſe up as 
ſoon as he perceived us, came to meet 
us with a pretty firm tread for a man of 


leventy, and aſk'd us whether we had 


any buſineſs with him. What, ſaid I, doc- 
tor, cannot you call me to mind? I have 
nevertheleſs the honour to have been one of 
your pupils. Don't you remember one G1 
Blas, who was formerly your boarder and 
ſubſtitute? What, is it you Santillane, an- 
ſwered he, embracing me? I ſhould not 


have recollected you; I am very glad to 
Hee you again; what have you done ſince 


our ſeparation? Undoubtedly you have 
perſever*d in the practice of phyſic. That 
is what I had Inclination enough to, re- 
ply*d I, but ſtrong reaſons prevented me 


from it. 


So much the worſe, reſum'd Sangrads 
with the inſtructions you had received 
from me, you would have become an able 
phyſician, provided heaven had graciouſ- 
ly prelerved you from that, dangerous 
love of chemiſtry. Ah, Son! continued 

| . 


Chap. r. of GIL BLAS, 7 

he, with a mournful air, what a change 
has there been in phyſic within theſe few 
years! They deprive that ſcience of its 
honour and dignity. That ſcience, which 
in all times has had the greateſt regard 
to mens lives, lies at preſent at the mer- 
cy of every raſh and preſumptuous Igno- 
ramus; for facts ſpeak for themſelvcs; 
and in a little while the very ſtones will 
cry out againſt the Mala Praxis of the new 
phyſicians: Lapides clamabunt. One ſees 
here in this city a ſet of doctors, or at 
leaſt fellows that call themſelves ſo, who 
have yoaked themſelves to draw in the 
triumphal chariot of antimony; currus 
triumphalis antimonii: A parcel of runa- 
ways from the ſchool of Paracelſus, and a- 
dorers of Kermes, who perform cures by 
chance, and make all: the ſcience of phy- 
fic conſiſt in preparing chymicaþ medi- 
cines. What ſhall 1 fay ? Every thing is 
ſo altered in their method, that one would 
ſcarce know they were practitioners of the 
fame ſcience. Bleeding in the foot, for 
inſtance, which of old was ſo uncommon, 
is now almoſt the only fort of plebotamy 
that is in uſe. The mild and gentle ca- 
thartics that were formerly in vogue, are 
now changed to emetics, and to kermes. 
The whole practice is now nothing but a 
chaos, where every one takes what Liber- 
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tics he pleaſes, and | breaks through the 
bounds of that order and circumſpection 
that was enjoin'd by our firit maſters. 

As much an inclination as I had to 
laugh on hearing this comical declarati- 
on, I had that command over my ſelf to 


forbear it; I did yet more, for I inveigh'd 


bitterly againſt - kermes, without ſo much 
as knowing what it was, and at all ha- 
zards wiſh'd the devil had every one that 
invented it. Scipio perceiving that I made 
my felf merry with this farce, was wil- 
ling likewiſe to come in for his ſhare, Wor- 
tay doctor, ſaid he, to Sangrado, as I had 
the honour of having a great uncle, who 
was a practitioner according to the old 


laudable method, give me leave to join 


with you in exclaiming againſt all chemical 
remedies, My late, great uncle, (upon 
whom the lord have mercy) was ſo zea- 
lous a ſtickler for Hippocrates, that he has 
often come to blows with empirics, who 
have not ſpoken with ſufficient reſpect of 
this king of the phyſicians. Good blood 
cannot belye its extraction; I would wil- 


lingly be hangman my ſelf, to thoſe igno- 


rant innovators, of whom you complain 
with ſo much juſtice and eloquence. What 
diſorders does ſuch wretches cauſe in civil 
ſociety. 


THESE 


Chap. 1. of GIL BLAS. 9 


THraesz diſorders, ſaid the doctor, go a 
great deal farther than you imagine; to 
little purpoſe did I publiſh a book againſt 
the enormities that have crept into the 
practice of phyſic, the evil gains new 
ground every day. The chirurgeons, 
who are poſſeſſed with the phrenzy of 
ſetting up for phyſicians, imagine es | 
{clves very capable of being complete 
tors, as long as nothing more is required 
but giving kermes, and emetics, to which 
they add bleeding in the foot, juſt as they 
have a fancy. They go even fo far as 
to mix the kermes in apozems, and cor- 
dial portions, and then imagine themſelves 
equal with the molt celebrated practitio- 
rers. This contagion has ſpread even into 
the convents; inſomuch that there are in 
the monaſteries ſome fryars, who are at 
once both apothecaries and chirurgeons. 
Theſe apes of phyſicians apply themſelves 
to chemiſtry, and make up pernicious 
medicines with which they ſhorten the 
lives of the reverend fathers. In ſhort, 
there are above threeſcore convents in 
Valladolid both of men and women; judge 
then of the havock made there by the 
kermes, in conjunction with emetics, and 
bleeding in the foot. Signior Sangrado, 
laid I then, interrupting him, you are in- 
finitely in the right of it, to be in a paſſion 
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10 The His ToRY Book X. 
with theſe poiſoners; I ſympathiſe with 
you, and ſhare equally in your concern 
and alarms for the lives of mankind, fo 
manifeitly indangered by a method fo 


different from yours. I very much fear, 


that chemiſtry will one day prove the de- 
ſtruction of phyſic, as falſe coin cauſes 
the ruin of ſtates. Heaven grant that 
fatal day may not be near at hand. 

As J had thus ſaid, an old maid ſer- 
vant entered the room, who brought the 
doctor a falver, upon which was a french 
roll, a glaſs, and two little bottles, the 
one full of wine, and the other of wa- 
ter. After he had eaten a mouthful or two 
he drank a glaſs of wine and water, 
of which, to ſay the truth, at leaſt two 
thirds were water, but that did not fave 
him from the reproaches which he gave 
me room to make him. Aha! Mr. doc- 
tor, ſaid I, do I catch you in the fact! 
Do you drink wine? You who have al- 
ways declared againſt that liquor! You 
who for three parts of your life have drank 
nothing but water! How long have you 


ad 1o inconſiſtently with your ſelf? You 


cannot excuſe your ſelf on account of 


your age, becauſe in one part of your 


writings you define old age to be a na- 
tural phthiſic, which dries up and con- 
fames us; and purſuant to this definition, 

3 


Chap. 1. of GIL BLAS. ry 
you deplore the ignorance of thoſe perſons, 
who call wine the milk of o'd age. 
What will you now fay in your juſtifica- 
tion? 

You fall upon me very unjuſtly, anſwer 
ed the old doctor; if I drank pure wine, 
you would have reafon to look upon me 
as an unfaithful obſerver of my own me- 
thod ; but you ſee that wine is well dilu- 
ted with water, Another contradiction, my 
dear maſter, reply*d I; don't you remember 
that you found fault with the canon Se- 
dillo's drinking wine, although he mix'd 
a great deal of water with it? confeſs 
fairly that you have found your error, and 
that wine is not ſuch a pernieious liquor, 
as you have repreſented it in your writings, 
provided it is drank with moderation. 

TRESE words put the doctor a little to 
a nonplus; he could not deny his having 
prohibited the uſe of wine in his works; 
but ſhame and pride preventing him from 
acknowledging that I reproach*d him juſt» 
ly, he was at a loſs what anſwer to make 
me. In order to extricate him from fo 
great a perplexity, I turn'd the diſcourſe 
to another ſubject, and a little after took 
my leave of him, with an exhortation to 
him, to perſiſt in his oppoſition to the 
new practitioners : courage, faid I to him, 
Signior Sangrado, never give over decry- 

| ing 
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ing the kermes, and continue always to ri- 
dicule bleeding in the foot. If notwith- 
ſtanding your zeal and affection for phy- 
ſical orthodoxy, this race of empirics ſhould 
gain their ends in overthrowing all phy- 
ſical diſcipline, you will at leaſt have the 
conſolation, of having made your utmoſt 
efforts to ſupport it. 

As my ſecretary and J were returning 
to our inn, and entertaining ourſelves with 
the diverting character of this original of 
a doctor, a man of between fifty-five and 
ſixty years of age pals'd by us, with his 
eyes fix*d upon the ground, and a ſwing- 
ing pair of beads in his hand. I look*d 
upon him very attentively, and knew him 
without much difficulty to be Signior Ma- 
nue! Ordognex, that good adminiſtrator of 
the hoſpital, of whom ſo honourable men- 
tion is made in the firſt volume of my hi- 
ſtory. I accoſted him with great marks 
of reſpect, and faid; I am the moſt hum- 
ble ſervaiit of Signier Manuel Ordognez, the 
propereſt man in the world to take care 
of the poor's ſubſtance. At theſe words, 
he look*d upon me ſtedfaſtly, and anſwe- 
red me, that my features were not un- 


known to him, but that he could not re- 


collect where he had ſeen me. I uſed to 
frequent your houſe, reply*d I, about the 


time when you had one of my friends in 


AN 
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your ſervice, whoſe name was Fabritio 
Nuguez. Ah! I remember you, reſumed 
the r Roe with a malicious ſmile, 
by the ſame token, that you were both 
pretty ſparks, and have play*d abundance 
of fine pranks together. Well, what is 
become of that poor Fabrizio ? Every time 
] think of him, it gives me ſome uncaſi- 
neſs about his circumſtances. 

IT was to give you ſome account of 
him, Szgnior Manuel, ſaid I, that I took 
the liberty to ſtop you in the ſtreet : 

r Fabritio is at Madrid, where he is 
employ'd in writing miſcellaneous works. 
Miſcellaneous works, ſaid Signior Manuel! 
What do you mean by that? I mean, an- 
ſwered I, that he writes both in vcrſe 
and proſe, He makes comedies and. ro- 
mances : In a word, he is a man of wit, 
who meets with a very favourable recep- 
tion at the houſes of perſons of figure. 
But how does he ſtand with his baker 
ſaid the adminiſtrator ? Not ſo well as 
with the people of faſhion, anfwered I; un- 
der the roſe I believe him as poor as 
Job, On! I don't in the leaſt doubt it, 
reply'd Ordognez ? let him make his court 
to men of quality, as much as he pleaſes, 
his complaiſance, flattery, and cringing, 


will bring him yet leſs than his works: 
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I prophecy it, one day, or other you will 


ſee him die in an hoſpital. 


Tr ar may very well be, rejoin'd J; poe- 
try has brought many others to that wretch- 


ed paſs; my friend Fabritio would have 


done much better to. have continued in 


your ſervice, he might have tumbled now 


in gold: at leaſt, he might have been very 


eaſy in his circumſtances, ſaid Signior Ma- 
auet ; I loved him, and went on raiſing 
him from poſt to poſt, in order to have 
procured him a ſolid ſettlement in the 


 poor®s houſe, when the whim took him, 


to ſet up for a wit, He wrote a comedy, 
which he got acted by a company of ſtro- 
lers that were then in this city; the play 
took, and the author's brain was turn'd 
from that moment. He imagined him- 
ſelf a new Lopez de Vega, and preferring 
the empty ſmoke of the public applauſc, 
to the ſolid advantages my friendſhip 
was preparing for him, he gave me war- 
ning to provide my ſelf, and deſir'd his 

diſcharge. 5 
In vain did J remonſtrate to him, that he 
Jeft the ſubſtance to ſnap at the ſhadow : 
I could not detain the fool, he was fo 
ſtrongly poſſeſs'd with the frenzy of ſetting 
up for an author: He did not know his 
own happineſs, continued Signior Manuel, 
the lad I took afterwards into my ſervice 
| can 
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can be a good witneſs of that; having 
more good ſenſe than Fubritio, tho? leſs 
wit, he has apply'd himſelf entirely to 
perform his buſineſs well, and to pleaſe 
me; accordingly, I have advanced him, 
as he deſerv'd; and he is now actually 
poſſeſſed of two places in the hoſpital, 
the leaſt of which is more than ſufficient 
to maintain an honeſt man, tho? burden'd 
with a large family, 


3 1 — — 1 


CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas purſues his journey, and arrives 
happily at Oviedo. In what con- 
dition he found his parents. His fa- 
ther dies; the conſequence of bis death, 


LROM Valladolid we reach*d Oviedo in 

four days, without meeting with any. 
misfortune by the way, notwithſtanding 
the ſpaniſh proverb, which ſays, that 
thieves can ſmell travellers money at à great 
diſtance. Nevertheleſs there was a pretty 
good booty to be got, and two inhabitants 
only, of any ſubterraneous manſion, might 


without much difficulty, have carry'd off 


our doubloons; for I had not learnt at 
VV court 
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court to grow brave; and Bertrand, my 


muleteer, did not ſeem of a humour to 


loſe his life in defence of his maſter's 


purſe: There was only Scipio then who 
had ſome courage. | 

IT was night when we arrived at the 
city, and we went to lodge at an inn juſt by 
my uncle the canon Gil Perez, I was very 
glad to inform myſelf in what condition 
my parents were, before I appear'd before 
them; and in order for that, I could not 
have addreſod my ſelf to any one better 
than the landlord or landlady of the inn, 


whom I knew to be people who could not 


be 1gnorant- of their neighbours affairs, 
In effect, the landlord having call'd me 
to mind, after having look*d me full in the 
face ſor ſome time very attentively, cry*d 
out, by St. Anthony of Padua, this is the 
ſon of the honeſt groom, Blas de Santil- 
lane. Yes, upon my life, fays the land- 
lady, it is him, he is hardly alter'd at all. 
It is that little ſprightly boy who had more 
wit than bulk; methinks I fee him ſtill 


coming with his bottle to fetch wine for 
his uncle's ſupper. 


Mapa, ſaid I, you have an excellent 
memory, but I beg you would tell me 
ſome news of my family; my father and 
mother undoubtedly are in no very good 
fituation, That is but too true, e 
the 


Chap. 2. of GIL BLAS. 15 


the landlady; in whatever melancholy 
condition you may repreſent them to your 
ſelf, 'tis impoſſible to imagine any people 
more to be pity*d than them. The good 
man, Gil Perez, is afflicted with the dead 
palſy on one ſide, and according to all 
appearance, cannot live long. Your. fa- 
ther, who within this little while has lived 
with that canon, is troubled with a catarrh, 
or to ſpeak more properly, is between life 
and death: And your mother, who has 
not the beſt health in the world, is for- 
ced to ſerve as nurſe to them both. 

ON hearing ſo mournful an account, 
which made me feel that I was a ſon, I left 
Bertrand with my equipage at the inn, 
and haſten'd away to my uncle's, toge- 
ther with my ſecretary, who would not 
leave me. As ſoon as I appear'd before my 
mother, a ſecret emotion, which I caus' d 
within her, inform'd her of my preſeace, 
before her eyes had ſingled out my fea- 
turcs. Son, faid ſhe to me mournfully, 
after having embraced me, come and ſee 
your father give up the ghoſt ; you are 
come time enough to be ſhock'd with 
that cruel ſight. Having thus faid, ſhe 
led me into a chamber, where the unfor- 
tunate Blas de Santillane lay almoſt at the 
laſt gaſp, in a ſorry bed, which gave evi- 
dent demonſtrations of the groom's po- 
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My uncle, whom I faw afterwards ftretch- 
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verty. Although he was then ſtruggling 
with the agonies of death, he had yer 


ſome uſe of his ſenſes. My dear, ſaid my 


mother to him, here is your ſon Gil Blas, 
begs you to forgive him the vexation he 
has cauſed you, and deſires your bleſſing. 
At theſe words, my father opened his eyes, 
which were juſt upon the point of being 


cloſed up for ever, and fixt them upon 


me; and obſerving, notwithſtanding the 
agony he was in, that I was afflicted at 


his lofs, he was moved at my concern, and 


would have ſpoke, but had not ſtrength. 
I took one of his hands, and whilſt I 
bathed: it with my tears, without being 
able to utter one Word, he gave up the 
ghoſt, as if he had waited only my arrival 


to breath his laſt, 


My mother was too much prepared for 
this event, to grieve at it immoderately ; 
I was perhaps more afflicted at it, than her, 


although my father never in his life gave 


me the leaſt token of his affection. Be- 
ſides that my being his ſon was a ſuffici- 
ent cauſe to make me lament him, I could 
not forbear reproaching my ſelf for not 
having aſſiſted him in his diſtreſs ; and 
when I reflected that I had been fo hard- 
hearted, I looked upon my ſelf as a mon- 
ſter of ingratitude, or rather a parricide. 


ed 
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ed out upon another ſorry bed, and in a 
miſerable condition, gave me freſh re- 
morſe. Unnatural ſon, faid I to myſelf, 
think for your puniſhment on the diſtreſs 
your parents are in. If you had given 
them part of the ſuperfluous riches you 
poſſeſſed before your impriſonment, ' you 
might have procured them conveniences, 
which the revenue of the prebend could 
not afford them, and might perhaps have 
prolonged your father's days. | 

Tux unfortunate Gil Perez was grown 
a child again, and had no longer the uſe of 
either memory or judgment. In vain did 
I preſs him between my arms, and give 
him all imaginable teſtimonies of my af- 
fection, he was not at all ſenſible of them: 
In vain likewiſe did my mother tell him 
that I was his nephew Gil Blas; he looked 
me in the face with a childifty air, with- 


out making any anſwer. If love and gra- 


titude had not obliged me to lament an 
uncle, to whom I owed ſo much, I could 
not have forborn it, on ſeeing him in a 
condition fo worthy of pity. 
DuxzinG all the time Scipio, who kept 
a profound ſilence, ſhared in all my trouble, 
and with a friendly ſympathy, returned 
me ſigh for ſigh, But, as I rightly judg- 
ed, my mother, after ſo long an abſence, 
would be defirous of having ſome -dif- 
| courſe 


ö 
1 
i 


20 The His ToRyY Book X. 


courſe with me; and -the preſence. of a 
man, of whom ſhe had not the Icaſt know- 
ledge, would lay her under a conſtraint, 
I cook him aſide; go, my lad, faid II. £0 
to the inn and take your reſt; whilſt I 
ſtay here with my mother; ſhe will, per- 
haps, think you one too many in a con- 
verſation, which will turn only upon family 
affaire. 

Scipio immediately withdrew, for fear of 
making us uneaſy, and we entered forth- 
with into a conference, which laſted all 
that night, We mutually gave each o- 
ther an exact account of all that had be- 
fallen us, ſince my departure from Oviedo. 
My mother firſt gave me an ample de- 
tail of all the chagrins ſhe had undergone 
in the houſes where ſhe had bcen duegna, 
and in ſo doing, told me a multitude of 
things, which I ſhould not have been well 
pleaſed to have had my ſecretary over- 
heard, although I kept nothing ſecret from 
him: but with all the reſpect due to the 
memory of my mother, the good old 
gentlewoman was a little prolix in her nar- 
ratives, and might have ſpared me three 
parts of her ſtory, if ſhe had omitted all 
the unneceſſary circumſtances, | 

Ax laſt, ſhe concluded her relation, and 


1 began mine, in which 1 paſſed pretty cur- 


ſorily over moſt of my adventures; but 
when 
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when I came to the viſit made me at Ma- 
drid, by Bertrand Muſcada the grocer at 
O viedo's ſon's, J enlarged very much upon 
that article. I muſt confeſs, mother, ſaid 
I, that I gave that young fellow but a 
very indifferent reception; and in revenge, 
no doubt, but he gave you a terrible cha- 
racter of me. He did not fail, anſwered 
ſhe ; he found you, as he told us, ſo much 
puffed up with the favour of the firſt 
miniſter of the kingdom, that you would 
hardly vouchſafe to call him to mind; 
and when he gave you an ample account 
of our diſtreſs, you heard him as if you 
had been a ſtatue. As fathers and mo- 
thers, continued ſhe, endeavour always 
to excuſe their children, we could not be- 
lieve you could be ſo hard-hearted ; your 
coming to Oviedo juſtifies our good opinion 
of you, and the concern I ſee you in at 
preſent ſufficiently compleats your vindi- 
cation. 

You judge too favourably of me, re- 
plied I, there is a great deal of truth in 
young Muſcada's account. When he came 
to ſee me, I was wholly taken up with the 
thoughts of making my fortune; and 
the ambition, which had gotten full poſ- 
ſeſſion of my ſoul, left me no room to 
think in the leaſt of my parents. It is 
not then much to be wondered at, if in 

ſuch 
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ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, I gave a dif- 
agreeable reception to a man, who ac- 
coſting me with a clowniſh air, told me 
, bluntly, that having heard J was as rich as 
a Few, he came to adviſe me to ſend you 
ſome money, becauſe you were in very 
great neceſſity z he even reproached me 
in pretty rude terms with my indifference 
for my family. I was ſhocked at his free- 
dom, and loſing all patience, thruſt him 
by the ſhoulders out of my cloſet, I con- 
feſs, I was in the wrong on this occaſion ; 
I ought to have conſidered that it was 


not your fault if the grocer wanted man- 


ners; and that his adviſe was neverthe- 
leis proper to be followed, though it had 
been given after a faſhion, that did not 
much pleaſe me. | 

I even repreſented as much to my ſelf, 
within a moment after I had turned away 
Muſcada, with fo little ceremony : the 

voice of nature began to make itſelf heard; 
I called to mind all my duties to my 
parents, and - bluſhing with ſhame. for ha- 

ving diſcharged my *{elf of them ſo ill; 
I felt ſome remote. which nevertheleſs 1 
have no great reaſon to boaſt of to you, 
becauſe it was ſoon ſtifled by my avarice 
and ambition. But ſome time after, be- 
ing impriſoned, by the king's order, in the 
tower of Segovia, I was ſeized there wy: a 
an- 
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dangerous illneſs; and it was this fortu- 
nate illneſs that gave your ſon once more 
back to your arms, Yes, it was my ſick- 
neſs, and my confinement, which have re- 
ſtored nature to all its rights, and have en- 
tirely weaned me from the court. 

My only ambition now is, to ſpend 
my days in ſolitude; and my coming to 
the Aſturias was purely to beg you would 
ſhare with me in the pleaſures of a retired - 
life: if you refuſe not my requeſt, I will 
conduct you to an eſtate of mine in the 
kingdom of Valencia, where we ſhall, enjoy 
all the conveniences of a_ moderate for- 
tune: you may eaſily judge that it was my 
deſign to have carried my father like- 
wiſe thither ; but ſince heaven has ordained 
it otherwiſe, let me at leaſt have the ſatis- 
faction of having my mother under my 
roof ; and of having it in my power to 
compenſate for the time I ſpent. without 
being ſerviceable to her, by all the care and 
tenderneſs imaginable for the future. 

I take your good intentions very kindly, 
ſon, anſwered my mother, and would go 


with you, without heſitation, did I not 


find ſome difficulties in the execution of 
your deſign ; I will not abandon your 
uncle in his preſent forlorn condition, and 
I am too much uſed to this country, to go 
to any diſtance from it: nevertheleſs, as 
| "FER the 
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the thing deſerves to be maturely weigh- 
ed, I will conſider of 1 it at leiſure; let us 
now bend all our thoughts on having your 
father decently laid in the ground. Let 


us leave that, ſaid I, to the young fellow 


ou ſaw with me; he is my ſecretary, and 
is both ſenſible and affectionate, we may 


rely ſafely on him. 
T had ſcarcely uttered theſe words, when 


Scipio returned, it being already break of 
day, and asked us if we had occaſion for 
his ſervice, in the perplexity we were then 
in. I anſwered, that he was come very 
ſeaſonably, to receive ſome orders of i im- 
portance I had to give him. As ſoon as 
he knew what the buſineſs in queſtion was, 
that is enough, ſaid he, I have already or- 
dered the whole ceremony in my head, 
you may depend on me entirely, Take 
care, ſaid my mother to him, not to make 
a funeral that looks in the leaſt pompous ; 
it can't be too modeſt for my huſband, 
whom all the city knew to have been a 
man in very indifferent circumſtances, 
Madam, anſwered Scipio, had he been yet 
poorer than he was, I would not bate two 
Maravedis of what J propoſe ; I only re- 
gard my maſter therein, he has bun fa- 
vourite to the duke of Lerma, his father 


ought to be buried nobly. ˖ 
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I approved of my ſecretary's deſign, 
and even charged him not to ſpare. for 
money; ſome remains of vanity, which 
ſtill lay lurking in me, revived in me on 
this occaſion ; I flatter'd my ſelf, that in 
ordering an handſome funeral for a father 
who left me not a groat, I ſhould make 
the city admire. me for my generoſity. 
On the other hand, my mother, however 
modeſt ſhe affected to appear in her de- 
ſires, was not diſpleaſed at having her huſ- 
band bury*'d with ſplendor, We left all 
therefore entirely to Scipio, who, with- 
out loſs of time, took all the mealures ne- 
ceſſary for rendring the funeral noble and 
pompous. | 

HE ſucceeded therein but too well; for 
he made ſuch a magnificent burial, that 
he brought the whole city and ſuburbs 
upon my back : All the inhabitants of Ovie- 
do, from the greateſt to the leaſt, were 
ſhock*d at my oſtentation. This miniſter, - 
made at a heat, {aid one, can find money 
to bury his father, but could not ſpare 
any to kgep him alive; he would have 
done better, cry*d another, to have ſhewn 
lis father ſome kindacts' whilſt he was liv- 
ing, than to do him ſo much honour after 
nis death: In ſhort, the moſt biting: 
taunts were not ſpared in the leaſt, every 
one had his ſaying. Neither did they ſtop 
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therez they inſulted Scipio, Bertrand, and 


me, as we came out of church, loading 
-us with abuſes, hooting us. through the 


ſtreets; and even following Bertrand home 
to our inn with ſhowers of ſtones. At 
laſt, in order to diſperſe the mob, who were 


gather'd together in crowds about my un- 
cle's houſe, my mother was oblig'd to 


ſhew herſelf, and proteſt publickly, that 


The was very well ſatisfy'd with my beha- 


viour towards ker. Others, in the mean 
while, had-run to the inn where my chaiſe 


was, with deſign to break it all to pieces; 


which they had infallibly done, had not 
the landlord and landlady found the 
means to pacify theſe furious wretches, 
and divert them from their reſolution. 
ALL theſe outrageous affronts which 


were but ſo many effects of the cha- 


racter the young grocer had given me in 
that city, inſpired me with ſuch a ſtrong 
averſion to my countrymen, that I deter- 
min'd to leave Oviedo without delay, where 
otherwiſe I might perhaps have made a 
pretty long ſtay. I declared as much 


plainly to my mother, who being herſelf 


very much mortify*d with the diſagreeable 


reception the people had given me, did 


not in the leaſt oppoſe ſuch a ſudden de- 
parture. The only queſtion that now re- 
nained was, how ſhe. was to be * 

. "© 
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of. Mother, ſaid I, ſince your aſſiſtance 
is abſolutely neceſſary to my uncle,. I will 
no longer preſs you to accompany. me; 
but as he ſeems to draw very near his end, 
promiſe me to let me have your com- 
pany at my eſtate, as ſoon as he ſhall be 
no more. | 
I will not make you any ſuch promiſe, 
anſwered my mother, I am reſolved to 
ſpend the reſt of my days in the Aturias, 
and in an abſolute independence. Will 
you not always be abſolute miſtreſs at my 
houſe, reply'd I? That is more than I am 
ſure of, reſumed ſhe ; you need only fall in 
love with ſome. pretty girl; you will 
marry her; ſhe will be my daughter- in- 
law, I ſhall be her mother. in- law; our 
tempers won't ſuit, and we ſhan't be able 
to live together. You foreſee misfor- 
tunes, ſaid I, at too great a diſtance; I 
have not the leaſt inclination to marriage: 
But ſhould ſuch a fancy come into my 
head, I'll anſwer for it, I ſhould know, ho- 
to oblige my wife to a blind. ſubmiſſion 
to your will. That is promiſing very 
raſhly, rejoin'd my mother; and I hould 
deſire ier ſecurity beſides yours; for the, 
peking good that promiſe. I would not 
even ſwear, that, in our broils, you would 
not take your ſpouſe's part ſooner than 
: 2 mine, 
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mine, let her be never ſo much in the 
wrong. | 1 N 
Tou talk admirably well, madam, cry'd 

my ſecretary, joining in the converſation; 
I believe, as well as you, that tractable 
daughters-in-law are very ſcarce : Where- 
fore, to compromiſe matters between you 
and my maſter, ſince you are abſolutely 
reſoly*d on living in the Aturias, and he in 
the kingdom of Valencia, he muſt ſettle 
upon you an allowance of an hundred 
piſtoles per annum, which J will bring you 
punctually every year; by this means the 
mother and ſon will both live very well 
contented at an hundred leagues diſtance 
from each other. The two parties con- 
cern'd highly approv'd of the propoſed 
agreement, purſuant to which, I paid her 
down the firſt year's income before-hand; 
this done, I ſet out from Oviedo next morn- 
ing before day, for fear of being treated 
by the mob like another St. S ephen: Such 
was the reception I met with in my own 
country; and it may ſerve as an uſeful 
leſſon to ſuch ordinary people, as after ha- 
ving enriched themſelves abroad, have. a 
mind to return to the place of their nati- 
vity, and there ſet up for perſons uf im- 
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Gil Blas ſets out for the ki ngdom of Va- 


lencia, and arrives. at laſt at Llirias. 
A deſcription of hits ſeat, how he 
Was received there, and what people 
he there met with, 


FTE took the road to Leon, and ſo on 
/ to Palentia; and continuing our 
Journey by little ſtages, we arrived at the 
cloſe of the tenth day at. Segorbe, from 
whence, the next morning, we went on 
to my eſtate, which was diſtant but three 
leagues from that town. In proportion, 
as we drew nearer to it, I obſerved that my 
ſecretary ſurvey*d with great attention, all 
the country ſeats that lay within his ſight, 
either on the right or left of the road: 
And when he perceived any one that made 
a fine appearance, he never failed ſhewing 
it me with his finger, and ſaying, I wiſh 
that were to be our retreat. | 
I know not, friend, anſwer'd I, what 
notion you may have of our future abode z 
but if you pleaſe your fancy with the 
imagination that it is a magnificent ſeat 
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I give you notice before-hand, that you 
are prodigiouſly miſtaken. 

Ir you have not a mind to be a bubble 
to your own fancy, imagine to yourſelt 
the little houſe given by Mecænas to Ho- 
race, in the Sabines country, and on the 
banks of the Tiber; Don Alphonſo has made 
me much ſuch another preſent. I muſt 


expect then to find only a cottage, re- 
ply'd Scipio. Remember nevertheleſs, re- 


ſum'd I, that I have given you a very 
modeſt deſcription of it; and you may 
now judge for yourſelf, whether I have 
drawn an exact picture: Caſt your eyes 
towards the Guadalaviar, and obſerve yon- 
der little hamlet of nine or ten cottages, 


_ Atuate upon its banks, you there will ſee a 


houſe that has four little pavillions, that 


is my ſeat. 


Warar the deuce, cry'd my ſecretary, 
with a tone of admiration, that houſe 
is a perfect jewel] beſides the genteel air 
which its pavillions give it, one may ſay 
that it is finely ſituate, charmingly built, 


and furrounded with a country more de- 


lightful even than the neighbourhood of 


Seville, call'd by way of excellence, The 


Ferreſtrial Paradice. Had we had the li- 
berty of chuſing a manſion for ourſelves, 


it could not have been more to my fan- 


ey; a lovely river waters its fields, and a 


Chap. 3. of GIL BLA. 37 
fine thick wood offers its friendly gloomy 
covert, to ſhade us, when we have a mind 
to take a walk in the heat of the day. 
Delicious ſolitude! ah! my dear maſter, 
we are very likely. to ſtay here for a conſi- 
derable time. I am very glad, anſwer*d 
IJ, that you are ſo well pleaſed with our 
retirement, tho* you are not yet W 
with all its charms. 
As we went on talking after this man- 
ner, we advanced towards the houſe, 
whoſe gate was open'd to us in an inſtant, 
as ſoon as Scipio had ſaid, that I was Signior 
Gil Blas de Santillane, come to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of my eſtate. On pronouncing this 
name, ſo much reſpected by the perſons j 
who heard it, my chaiſe was admitted in- | 
to a large court-yard,- where I alighted ; | 
then leaning very magiſterially upon Scipio, 
and looking as big as Alexander the Great, 
I went into a parlour, where between ſe- 
ven and eight domeſtics made their ap- 
, pearance, They told me they came to pre- | 
lent their duty to me as their new maſter: _ | 
That Don Cz/ar and Don Alphonſo. de Leyva, | 
had choſen them to ſerve me zi one as 
cook, another as under-cook, a third- as | 
ſcullion, a fourth as porter, and the reſt as | 
footmen; with a ſtrict charge not to 
take any money from me; thoſe two noble- 
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men reſolving to be at all the expence of 
my houſe-keeping. 

Tux cook who was called Mr. Joachim, 
was the head of theſe domeſtics, and 
ſpokeſman for them all. He told me he 
had laid in an ample proviſion of the 
beſt wines in Spain; and that for good 
cheer, he hoped ſuch an artiſt as he, who 
had been fix years cook to the biſhop 
of Valencia, ſhould know how Uto make 
ragouts that would pleaſe my palate, and 
give a new edge to my appetite, I am 
going, fir, added he, to give you a ſam- 
ple of my ſkill; take a walk till dinner 
is ready, and look over your houſe, ſee 
if you think it in fit order for your re- 
ception. 

I leave it to be . whether I nk 
following this advice; and Scipio, more 
curious than I, dragg'd me from . cham- 
ber to chamber. We ran over the whole 
houſe from top to bottom, without leav- 
ing the leaſt hole, at leaſt, as we thought, 
unviſited by our ſelf-intereſted curioſity ; 
and I had every where reaſon to ad- 
mire the goodneſs of Don Cæſar and his 
ſon. I was ſtruck, amongſt other things, 
with two apartments, which were as well 
furniſh'd as could be, without being mag- 
nificent. One of them was hung with a 
flemiſb tapeſtry, to which was added a 
| velvet 
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velvet bed and chairs, all of them ſtill 
freſh, yet made at the time that the Moors 
were maſters of the kingdom of Valencia. 
The furniture of the other apartment 
was altogether as antique; being an old ſuit 
of hangings of yellow genoa damaſk, with 
a bed, and eaſy chairs of the ſame, ſet off 
with a blue filk fringe. All thefe things, 
which in an inventory would have been 
apprais'd at vety little, made there a very 
good appearance, and ſeem'd of great 
value. . 

ArTER having well examined every 
thing, my ſecretary and I returned to the 


parlour, where a cloth was laid with two 
plates, napkins, and all other appurte- 
nances; We ſat down to table, and that 


moment were regaled with an * olla podxi- 
da, fo exquiſitely delicious, that we pity'd 
the archbiſhop of Valencia, for no longer 
having the cook who had dreſs'd it: We 
had indeed a very good appetite, which 
made us think it better than we ſhould 
otherwiſe have done. Every mouthful that 
we eat, my footmen of a new date, preſent- 
ed us large glaſſes, fill'd up to the brim, 
with exquiſite wine of /a Mancha, the 
country of the celebrated Don Quixot. 
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Scipio, nt daring before them to diſco- 
ver the in ward ſatisfaction he felt at being 
in ſo agreeable a ſituation, declared it 
to me ſufficiently by ſome very expreſſive 
glances that ſpoke his mind; and I let 
him know by ſome looks of mine, that 
T was full as well contented as himſelf, 
A ſecond courſe of fat quails,. ſet round 
a little leveret, of an admirable flavour, 
made us quit the lla podrida, and com- 
pleated our repaſt, When we had eat 
hke two hunters, and drank in propor- 
tion, we roſe from table to walk into the 
garden, and take our Seto * voluptuouſly, 
in ſome cool and agreeable ſhade. 

Ir my ſecretary had appeared vaſtly plea. 


ſed till then with all he had ſeen, he was 


infinitely more ſo when he beheld the gar- 
den. He thought it equal to that of the 
eſcurial : *Tis true, Don Ce/ar, who came 
from time to time to Llirias, took a 
pleaſure in having it well cultivated and 


embelliſn'd. All the walks finely gravel'd 


and border'd with orange trees; a large 


baſon of white marble, in the midſt where- 
of a braſs lion ſpouted out water in great 


ſtreams 3 the beauty of the flowers, and 
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variety of the fruits, were all objects 
which charm'd Scipio to an extaſy: But he- 
Was particularly delighted with a long 

walk, which went by an eaſy deſcent to 
the farmer's lodge, who look*d after the 
eſtate: This walk was ſhelter'd from the 
ſcorching heat of the ſun, by the friend-- 
ly ſhade of large trees, whoſe leafy 
branches, mutually interwoven with each 
other, ſhut out day; and afforded no more 
light than a pleaſing gloom. As we were 
launching out into praiſes of a place fo pro- 
per to ſerve as a ſhelter from the heat, we 
ſtopt, and fat down at the foot of a fine 

elm, where ſleep found it no difficulty to 


ſurprize two boon companions, juſt come _ . 


from a plentiful dinner. 

WE ſtarted out of our fleep two 1 
aſterwards, at the report of ſeveral guns, 
which ſounded ſo near us, that we were 
alarmed thereat: We got up then haſtily, 
and in order to diſcover what it was, went 
on directly to the farmer's lodge. There 
we found eight or ten countrymen, all in- 
habitants of the hamlet, who were met 
together, and were firing and cleaning 
their ruſty pieces, to celebrate my arri- 
val, of which they had juſt got intelli- 
gence. They moſt of them knew me, ha- 
ving ſeen me more than once at this ſeat, 
in Om -of- ſteward to the lords of 
0 C6 Leyva : 
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Ta: Wherefore, they no ſooner per- 
ceived .me than they cryed out all to- 
gether, long live our new lord of the 
manor, he is welcome to Llirias ; which 
laid, they new charged their pieces, and 
ſaluted me with a general diſcharge. 1 
gave them the moſt gracious reception 
that was poſſible, but with a grave air, 
not judging it proper to make myſelf too 
familiar with them, and aſſured them of my 
protection. I even gave twenty piſtoles 
among them, which was not, I believe, 
the leaſt agreeable part of my behaviour. 
This done, I left them to throw away 
ſome more powder, and retired with my 
ſecretary to the wood, where we walk*d 
till night wichout being tired of ſeeing 
nothing but trees; ſo many charms do 
we find at firſt, in the poſſeſſion of a 
newly acquired eſtate, 

DvuRinG- this time, the cook, under- 
cook, and ſcullion, had not been idle; 
they had been employed in preparing us a 
ſupper ſuperior to our dinner; and, we 
were ſurprized to the laſt degree, on re- 
turning back to the paflour where we had 
dined, to ſee four young partridges ſet 
upon the table, with a fricaſſee of rab- 
bits on one ſide, and a ragout of capons 
on the other; after which was ſerved up 
a ſecond courſe of pigs- ears, marinated 

5 pullets, 
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pullets, and cream-chocolate. We drank 
plentifully of Lucene wine, and even of 
ſeveral other delicious wines; and when 
we found we could not bear more with- 
out endangering our healths, we bethought 
ourſelves of going to bed. Then my foot- 
men taking candles, lighted me to the 
handſomeſt apartment, where they ſtrove 
who ſhould be the firft to undreſs me; bat 
when they had given me my night-g 
and cap, I diſmiſſed them all, telling them 

with a magiſterial air, you may be gone, 
| gentlemen, I have no need of your aſſiſt- 
ance for any thing elſe, 

Havins ſent them all away, and de- 
tained only Scipio, to talk a little with him, 
I aſked him what he thought of the treat- 
ment I met with by the order of the lords 
of Leyva? Faith, faid he, I think you can't 
be uſed better; I only wiſh that this may 
hold long. I don't wiſh: ſo in the leaſt, anſ- 
wered I, it does not fuit my temper, to 
ſuffer my benefactors to be at ſuch great ex- 
pences on my account; it would be abuſing 
their generoſity; beſides, I could never 
away with ſervants who are to receive their 
wages from others: I ſhould faney my 
ſelf not to be in my own houſe ; more 
than this, I did not come hither to live 
with ſo much noiſe : have we any ne- 
cellity for ſuch. a great number of _ 
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ſtics? No; with Bertrand we want no 
more than a cook, a ſcullion, and one 
footman. Although my ſecretary would 


not have been diſpleaſed, with being main 


tained: always. at the expence of the go- 
vernor of Valencia, he did not oppoſe my 
delicacy upon that head, but conforming 
himſelf to my ſentiments, approved of the 


reformation I intended to make in my 


family. This point being decided, he. 


went out of my apartment, and retired to 


his own. 


3 TORR 1 PIE 


. 


He ſets out for Valencia, fo ſee the 
lords of Leyva; , the diſcourſe he 
had with them, and the good recep 

tion he met with from Seraphina. 


THEN made an end of undreſſing 
myſelf, and went to bed, where not find- 
ing myſelf at all diſpoſed to ſleep, I gave 
mylelf up to my reflections. I repre- 


ſented to myſelf,, the friendſhip with 
which the lords of Leyva, repaid my 


zeal for their ſervice z and being ſenſibly 
affected with the new marks they had 
| ſhewn 
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ſhewn me of their good will, took a 
reſolution to viſit them next morning; 
in order to ſatisfy the impatience I had to 
thank them. I pleaſed myſelf alſo before- 
hand with the thoughts of ſeeing Seraphi- 
na; but this pleaſure was not without 
ſome allay; I could not think, without un- 
eaſineſs, that I muſt at the ſame time be 
forced to encounter the looks of Signiora 
Lorenzo Zepbora, who perhaps ſtill remem- 
bring the adventure of the box on the 
ear, would not be much overjoy'd at be- 
holding me again. My mind being 
wearied out with all theſe different reflec- 
tions, I fell at laſt aſleep, from which I 
did not awake till next day after ſun- 
_ riſe. 
I was ſoon out of bed, and wholly ta- 
ken up with my intended journey, dreſs'd 
myſelf in a hurry, Juſt as I had made 
an end of putting myſelf in order, my 
lecretary entred the room, Scipio, ſays, 
I, you ſee a man who is getting ready to 
ſet out inſtantly for Valencia; I can't go 
too ſoon to pay my reſpects to the lords 
to whom I owe my little fortune; every 
moment that I defer diſcharging this Duty, 
ſeems to accuſe me of ingratitude, As 
for thee friend, I diſpenſe with thy at- 
tending me thither, ſtay here in my ab- 
ſence, Pl! return to thee again in a week's 
time. 
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time. Go, ſir, anſwered he, make your 


— court well to Don Alphonſo, and his fa- 


\ 


ther; they ſeem ſenſibly affected with the 
zeal any one ſhews for them, and very 


grateful for any ſervice that is done them; 


perſons of that character are ſo uncom- 
mon, that one cannot ſhew them too great 
a regard, I then gave orders to Ber- 
trand, to get himſelf ready to ſet out, and 


while he was putting the mules to, I drank 


my chocolate : this done, I got into my 
chaiſe, after having given my ſervants a 
ſtrict charge to look upon my ſecretary as 
myſelf, and to pay equal obedience to his 
orders. 

I reached Yalencia in leſs than four hours, 
and went directly to the governor's ſtables, 


where I alighted, and left my equipage 


this done, I made the ſervants ſhew - me 
to that nobleman's apartment, where he 
then was, with Don Cæſar, his father. 
I opened the door without ceremony, en- 
tered the room, and addreſſing my ſelf 
to them both: Servants, ſaid I, never 
ſend any one before them to give their 
maſters notice of their coming, here is one 
of your old domeſtics makes bold to pay 
you his reſpects. At theſe words, I would 
have thrown my ſelf at their feet, but they 

reverted me, and embraced me each of 
them with all the marks of a real affec- 
* Fe tion - 
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tion. Well, my dear Santillane, ſaid Don 
Alphonſo, have you been at Llirias to take 
poſſeſſion of your eſtate ? Yes, my lord, 
anſwered I, and I beſeech you, give me 
leave to reſtore it to you. Why ſo, re- 
ſumed he? is there any thing diſagreeable 
therein, that gives you a difliking to it ? 
not in it ſelf, replied I; on the contrary, 
I am charmed with it to the laſt degree; 
all that diſpleaſes me therein is, to ſee 
cooks to archbiſhops, with three times as 
many domeſtics as I have any occaſion 
for, and who are of no manner of uſe but 
to put you to an expence, as conſiderable 
as uſeleſs. - | gs a 

Ir, faid Don Cæſar, you had accepted 
the penſion of two thouſand ducats which 
we offered you at Madrid, we ſhould have 
contented ourſelves with giving you the 
eſtate, with the houſe furniſned as it now 
is, but you know you refuſed it; where- 
fore we thought ourſelves obliged in re- 
turn to do as We have done. It is too 
much, anſwered I, your goodneſs ought to 
be ſatisfied with the gift of this eſtate, | 
which has wherewith to ſatisfy the utmoſt 
of my deſires; but excluſive of what it 
coſts you to maintain ſo many people at 
| a great charge, I proteſt to you that thoſs 

fellows lay me under a conſtraint, and are 
troubleſome] to me. In a word, purſued 
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I, my lords, either take back your eſtate, 
or vouchlafe to let me enjoy it after my 
own fancy. I ſpoke theſe laſt words with 
ſuch a ſerious air, that the father and jk 


who did not in the leaſt deſire to lay m 


under any reſtraint, conſented at laſt to - 


me do as I pleaſed in my own houſe, 


I was returning them many thanks for 
having granted me this liberty, without 
which I could never be happy, when Don 
Alphonſo interrupted me by faying, my 


dear Gil Blas, I will preſent you to a lady, 
who will be overjoy'd to ſee you. Having 


thus ſaid, he took me by the hand, and 
led me to Seraphina's apartment. Madam, 
faid the governor, I believe the arrival 
of our friend Gil Blas at Valencia, is not 
leſs agreeable to you than to me. He 
ought to be very well ſatisfied of that, 


anſwered ſhe, time has not eraſed out of 


my memory the ſervice he did me, and 
I add to my gratitude for that, the ae- 
knowledgments I owe. a man to whom 
you have ſome obligations. I told the 
governor's lady, that I was but over paid: 
tor the danger I had ſhared with her de- 
liverers in expoſing my life for her, and 
after a multitude of compliments on. both 
ſides, Don Alphonſo led me back again out 
of deraphina's apartment, and we rejoin'd 
Don Cæſar, whom.we found in a parlour, 

with. 
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with ſeveral perſons. of quality who were 

come thither to dinner, | 
Arx theſe gentlemen faluted me very 
politely, and were the more prolix in their 
civilities, becauſe Don Cæſar told them 
that I had been one of the principal ſecre- 
taries to the duke of Lerma. Perhaps moſt 
part of them, might not even be ignorant 
that it was by my intereſt Don Alphonſo had 
obtain'd the government of Valencia; for 
every thing comes out. However that 
be, when we were ſet down. to table, 
all the talk was of the new cardinal ; ſome 
launch'd out, or affected to launch out 
into great encomiums on him, whilſt 
others only gave him ſome faint praiſes, that 
ſeemed to carry a ſting in the tail of 
them. I rightly judged that their deſign 
was to draw me in thereby to give my 
ſentiments of his eminency, and to di- 
vert them at his expence. I could wil 
lingly have told them my thoughts upon 
that head, however, I reſtrained my 
tongue, which. made me paſs in the opi- 
nion of the company, for a very diſcreet 
young fellow. a. 
THE gueſts after dinner retired. to 
their own homes to take their eto, and 
Don Ceſar and his ſon, being diſpoſed 
to do the ſame, withdrew to. their. own 
apartments, As for my. own part, * 
ull 
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full of impatience to. ſee a city, whoſe 
beauty I had heard highly extolled, I went 
out of the governor's palace, with deſign 
to take a walk through the principal ſtreets, 
and obſerve what was moſt remarkable 
therein, I was ſtopt however, at the 
! gate, by a man who accoſted me and ſaid, 
q\ will Szgnior de Santillane. gave me leave to 
1 pay him my reſpects? I aſk'd him who he 
5 was. I am ſaid he, valet de chambre to 
„ Don Ceſar , 1 was one of his footmen at 
the ſame time that you was ſteward ; I 
made my court to you every morning, and 
ey ſhewed me abundance of kindneſs ; 
I uſed to inform you of all that paſſed in 
the houſe, Don't you remember, that one 
day I acquainted you, how the ſurgeon 
of the village of Leyva, was admitted ſe- 
cretly into the chamber of Signiora Lorenza 
Sephora ? I remember it very well, anſwered 
I, but now we are talking of that Duegya, 
what is become of her? Alas! reply'd he, 
the poor creature, after your departure, fell 
into a conſumption, and died ſoon after, 
more lamented by Seraphina, than by Don 
Alphonſo, who ſeem'd very little concern'd 
at her death. 58 
Don Cæſar's valet de chambre having thus 
inform'd me of Sephara's melancholy end, 
excuſed himſelf for having ſtopt me, and 


left me to purſue my way. I could not 
help 
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help ſighing on calling to mind that un- 
fortunate Duegna; and compaſſionating her 
fate, I imputed her misfortune to my 
ſelf, without reflecting that it was rather 
to her cancer, than my merit, that 1t was 
to be aſcribed. 

J obſerved. with pleaſure all that ſeemed 
to me worthy remarking in that city. The 
archbiſhop*s marble palace entertained my 
eyes. agreeably, as well as the fine piazza's 
of the exchange; but a great building, 
which I perceiv*d at a good diſtance, and 
into which abundance of people enter'd, 
took up all my attention. I drew towards 
it to learn why I ſaw there ſo great a con- 
courſe of men and women, and ſoon found 
out the reaſon, by reading theſe words 
written in gold letters upon a black mar- 
ble that was over the door (la poſada de 
los repreſentantes) the play-houſe : And 
it was given out in the bills, that a new 
tragedy of Don Gabriel Triaquero's was 


to be acted there that night, for the firſt 
time. , 


CHAP. 


D 


- Das 


my Os ne — 
y_— 
— 


9 EET OO — 


4 — * 
— EE SR 


— 


OO 9g 


8 — — — 
r 
* — 


23 
2 
— . 


—— 
* 


—— —— — — 
4 ny 


4 * » 
On” ot 22 ö 
— E 


— Or EI—_ 
= — 2 


— — i . 
——ůůůůůů 


* * % * oy 7 ** 
. bt 
wo % 


Ig — 7 - ͥ ͥ A ZT u—n a tes 
— < ——— — 2 = LES «4 . 7 2 a 8 * n © 2 
” 5 — — - 4 — — n 1 x. 1 Ro Ss - PTY 7 6 
. —. — Sq — — —̃ — "TS n * 
a 2 3 ” ne a — _— 2 9 - * p * 
* 8 
' 


— 2 24 — — — 
ELIT ̃ ͤ———————— 
U— — — 


2 GCC 
: 


46 The HisToRY Book X. 


CHAP. v. 


Gil Blas goes to the play-houſe, where 
he ſees a new tragedy. The ſucceſs of 
that piece. The genius of the People 
of Valencia. 


STOPT ſome moments at the door to 
obſerve the perſons who entered; and I 
obſerved of all forts. I ſaw cavaliees of a 
good mien, and richly dreſs'd, and ſome 


figures as ordinary as ill-cloath'd. I per- 


- ceived ladies with high titles, who alight- 


ed out of their coaches, to go into the 
boxes that had been kept for them, and 
ladies of pleaſure that went to draw in 
bubbles. This confuſed concourſe of ſpec- 
tators of all forts, | inſpired me with an 
mclination to make one of the number. 
Juſt as 1 was going to take a ticket, = 


- governor and his lady arrived, and 


ceiving me in the crowd, ordered me whe 
call'd, and forced me along with them in- 
to their box; where I placed myſelf be- 
hind them in ſuch a manner, that I could 
eaſily ſpeak to either of them. 

I found the houſe crowded from the 
top to the bottom; a pit throng'd as 


* full as they could ſtick, and a ſtage _ 
* 
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cd with knights of the three military or- 
ders. On my word, faid I, to Don A. 
phonſo, here is a numerous aſſembly, Tou 
need not wonder at that, anſwer'd he, 
as foon as the play-houſe bills give out a 
new play of this author's, the whole city 
of Valencia are up in arms: both men 
and women talk of nothing but this piece; 
all the boxes are taken up; and the firſt 
night of acting the people crowd one 
another to death to get in; tho' all the 
places are at double prices, except the 
pit, of which they ſtand in too much 
awe, to dare put them in an ifl-humour. 
What a phrenzy! ſaid I to the gover- 
nor! this violent curioſity of the public, 
this prodigious impatience to hear every 
new production of Don 7 riaqueros gives 
me a great idea of this poet's genius. 
As we were thus diſcourſing, the actors 
appear'd; upon which we immediately 
ceaſed talking, to hear them with the more 
attention. The applauſes began even at 
the very opening of the play; at every 
verſe the actors were clapp*d, but at the 
end of each act there was ſuch a thun- 
der of applauſe, that one would have 
thought the play-houſe would have tumb- 
bled about one's ears. When the play 
was over, they ſhewed me the author, 
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who went : modeſtly from box to box, to 
preſent his head to the laurel chaplets, 
with which the noblemen and ladies were 
preparing to crown it. 

Wr return'd from thence to the go- 
vernor's palace, whither we were follow*d 
ſoon after by three or four knights; two 
old authors alſo came in, who were very- 
much eſteem'd in their way, and, with 
them, a "gentleman of Caſtile, who had 
good ſenſe, and a fine taſte, Nothing 
was talk'd of during ſupper but the new 
play. Gentlemen, ſays a knight of the 
order of St. Jes, what do you think of 
this tragedy ? Is it not what one may call 
a finiſh'd piece? Sublime thoughts, ten- 


der ſentiments, manly verſification, no- 


thing is wanting, In a word, it is a poem 
that muſt pleaſe all good judges. I don't 
believe any one can think otherwiſe, ſaid a 
knight of the order of Alcantara. This 
piece is full of ſpeeches that ſeem dictated 
by Apollo himſelf, as well as of ſurpri- 
zing incidents, that are introduced with 
infinite art. I refer myſelf to this gen- 
tleman, purſued he, addreſſing himſelf to 


the Caſtilian, he ſeems to be a judge, I'II 


lay a wager he is of my opinion. Don't 
lay, ſir, anſwer'd the gentleman, with a 
malicious ſmile; I am not of this coun- 


try s we don? t decide matters ſo haſtily at 


r Madrid. 
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Madrid. Far from judging of a piece 
that we have heard but onee acted, we are 
diſtruſtful of its beauties, whilſt it is only 
in the mouths of the actors; however 
well affected we are in its favour, we ſul- 
pend our judgment till we have peruſed 
it, and really it does not always give us 
the ſame pleaſure in the reading as it did 
in ſeeing it on the ſtage, 

WE examine then a poem ſcrupulouſly, 
purſued he, before we ſet any value upon 
itz the reputation of its author, tho? never 
ſo great, can't blind us; when Lopez de 
Vega himſelf and Calderona wrote new 
pieces, they met with ſevere judges in their 
greateſt admirers, who did not extol them 
to the ſkies, till they Judged their works 
well deſerved that honour. 

On, but St. Francis, ſays the knight of 
the order of St. Jago, we are not fo timerous 
here as you at Madrid; we don't wait till 
a piece is printed to give our judgment 
of it; as ſoon as we have ſeen it onee acted, 
we know its value to an ace; it is not even 
neceſſary that we ſhould hearken to it very 
attentively z 'tis ſufficient we know 'tis a 
piece of Don Gabriel's to be convinced it 
is without fault; the works of this poet 
ought to ſerve as an ' #ra from whence 
to date the riſe of a good taſte. The 
Lopez and the Calderouas were bat novi- 

D | ces, 
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ces, in compariſon of this great maſter of 
the ſage, 

Tux gentleman who looked upon Lopez 
de Vega, and Calderona, as the Saphocles and 
Euripides of the Spaniards, was ſhock'd at 
this raſh diſcourſe. What a dramatic fa- 
crilege is this, cry*d he? Since you oblige 

- me, gentlemen, to judge, like yourſelves 
upon only ſeeing it once acted, I muſt 
tell you, that I am far from being pleaſed 
with this new tragedy of your Don Ga- 
briePs, Tis a poem ſtuff'd with paſſages 
that are rather flaſhly than ſolid. Three 
parts of the verſes are either bad, or the 
rhimes uncorrect ; the characters are ei- 
ther ill formed, or ill ſupported, and the 
thoughts often very obſcure. 

Tux two authors who were by, and 
who, through a modeſty, as commendable 
as uncommon, had ſaid nothing for fear 
of being ſuſpected of jealouſy and envy, 
could not help diſcovering their appro- 
bation of the gentleman's judgment with 
their eyes; which made me imagine, that 
their ſilence proceeded more from their po- 
licy, than the perfection of the play. As 
for che knights of Alcantara, and St. Jago, 
they began afreſh to extol Don Gabriel, and 
placed him even amongſt the gods. This 
extravagant apotheoſis, and blind ido- 
latry, made the Caſtilian quite out of pa- 

tience 5 


tience; wherefore, lifting up his hands to 
heaven, he cried out on ſudden, in a 
ſort of enthuſiaſm : O divine Lopez de 
Vega, uncommon and ſublime genius, 
who. haſt left an immenſe diſtance between 
| thee and all the Gabriels, who would pre- 
tend to vie with thee! And thou, O Cal. 
derona, the elegant and chaſte ſweetneſs of 
whoſe epic poetry is inimitable, fear not 
either of you, that this new nurſling of the 
muſes, will be ever able to deſtroy the altars 
raiſcd to your honour, He will be very 
fortunate, if poſterity, whoſe delight you 
will one day be, as you are now ours, fo 
much as chance to hear his name onee 
mentioned. 

Tuis pleaſant apollrophe, which no 
body expected, made the whole company 
laugh; after which they roſe from table, 
and went home, As for my part, I was 
conducted by Don Aiphonſo's order, to a 
handſome apartment that had been prepa- 
red for me: There 1 found a good bed, 
in which J ſoon fell aſleep, deploring as 
well as the gentleman of Caſtile, the in- 
juſtice done Lopez de Vega, and Calderona 
by a en of ignorant wretches. 


=» * 
s 2 FI 
* — 
CH 
2 1 4 . 
= 1 * 2 


Rte Per pan = we” „„ 


FT 
SET... . W A 


IE en — 
F 


. —— — Er a 
— 


— —— — ——ů— 
11 
— —— — 


— 


— 


l 
i 
" 
U 
& 
7 


— 8 


— ne RNAS 
* = 92 8 
p S KKK 
— — — — 
— 


2 — 
— — jp, = = 

Bran — gl 8 n = 
er ee OO INTTIS "Me: . 

” * 3 — — —_———_—_> 
> — — 5 — „„ 
9 
- 


view of it again. 


52 The HisToRY Book X. 


c HA P. VI. 


Gil Blas, in walking the ftreets, meets 


@ fryar, whom he fancies he knows ; 
ho this 1 dg. 


S I could not fre the whole city the 
day before, I got up, and went out 
next morning, wi 1 an intent to take a 
$ I was executing this 

deſign, I perceived in the ſtreet a Car- 
thufian fryar, who was going, no doubt, 


to attend the buſineſs of his ſociety. He 


walked with his eyes fixed on the ground, 
and had fo, devout an air, that he drew 
upon him the eyes of every beholder. 


As he happen'd to paſs very near me, 


I obſery*d him attentively, and thought I 
ſaw in him my old acquaintance, Don Ra- 


| Phae!, that Knight-adventurer, of whom 


ſuch honourable mention is made in the 


two firſt volumes of my hiſtory. 


I was ſo much aitoniſhed, ſo moved at 
this rencounter, that inſtead of accoſting 
the fryar, I remained motionleſs for ſome 
minutes, which gave him an opportunity 
to get ſome diſtance from me. Good 
heavens, ſaid I to myſelf, had ever two 


faces a more exact reſemblance of each 
2 
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other! What muſt I think? Ought I to 
believe it is Raphael? Or can I bring my- 


ſelf to imagine it is not him? I was too 
curious to know the truth of this affair, 


to be able to remain in this uncertainty; 


wherefore I got one to ſhew me the way 


to the Carthuſian monaſtery, whither I went 
directly, in hopes of having another view 
of my gentleman when he return'd thi- 
ther; and fully reſolved to ſtop him, and 
ſpeak to him. However, I had no need 
to wait his coming back, to be inform'd 
of the truth; for on my arrival at the 
gate of the convent, another face of my 
acquaintance put me ſoon out of ſuſpence, 
and turn'd my doubts into certainty; for 
in the fryar, who officiated as porter, -I 
diſcovered e de Lamela wy T491Jam 
footman. 

OuR ſurprize was equal on both ſides, 
on meeting each other ſo unexpectedly in 
that place. Is it no illuſion, faid I, ac- 
coſting him? Is it actually one of my old 


friends whom I behold ? He did not re- 
member me at firſt, or rather he pretend- 
ed not to remember me; but conſidering 
within himſelf that this feint would be to 


no purpole, he put on the air of a man, 
who recollectœ on a ſudden a thing 


he had forgotten. Ah! Signior Gil Blas 


N he, forgive me, for having been able 
3 to 


— ̃ — — — 
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to let you ſlip out of my memory; ever 
fince I have lived in this holy place, and 
apply*'d myſelf to diſcharge thoſe duties 
which are enjoin*d us by our rules, I loſe 
inſenſibly the remembrance of all worldly 
affairs. 
II is a ſincere pleaſure to me, anſwered 
I, to behold you again, after a ten years 
ſeparation, in ſuch, a venerable habit. And 
it is with ſhame, reply*d he, that J appear 
clothed with it, before a man, who has 
been a witneſs of the finful life 1 have 
led : This habit reproaches me with it- 
continually : Alas ! purſued he, fetching a 
deep ſigh, in order to have been truly 
worthy to have worn it, I ought always to 
have lived in innocence, By this diſ- 
courſe, which rejoices me, reply*d I, one 
may plainly ſee, dear brother, that the 
finger of the lord has touch'd you. I 
repeat it again, I am overjoy'd at it, and 
long impatiently to know, in what mira- 
culous a manner you fell into the right way, 
you and Don Raphael; for I am now con- 
vinced it was him I juſt now met in the 
ſtreet, in a Caribuſian habit. I repented 
my not having ſtopt bim, and ſpoke to 
him, and am now waiting for him here, to 
make amends for my neglect, when he re- 
turns to the convent. 


Yovu 
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Yov were not miſtaken, reſumed Lame- 
la, *twas Don Rapbael himſelf whom you 
ſaw ; and as for the account you deſire 
of our converſion, it was thus. After 
having parted with you at Segorbe, the 
ſon of Lucinda and I took the road to 
Valencia, with deſign to give the world 
there ſome new ſpecimen of our dexteri- 
ty in our profeſſion. Chance, or rather 
providence, would have it, that one day 
we went into the Cartbiſſan church, juſt at 
the time that the good fathers were chant- 
ing the pfalms in the choir, We hap- 
pen'd to obſerve them with great atten- 
tion, and found by experience, that even 
the moſt wicked cannot forbear reverencing 
virtue. We admir'd the fervent zeal with 
which they offered up their prayers; as alſo 
their mortify*d looks, which fhew*d them 
quite wean*d from the groſs pleafures of this 
world; and the ſerenity that reign'd in 
their countenances, which fo evident! 


ſhew'd the tranquillity of their conſci- - 


ences. 


Ox making theſe obſervations, we fell 
into a profound refvery, which proved 
ſalutary to our fouls, We compared our 
lives and manners with thoſe of theſe 
good fathers, and the difference we found, 
between them fill'd us with trouble and 


anxiety. Lamela, ſaid Don Raphael to me, 
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when we were got out of the church, how 
do you find yourſelf affected by what we 
have juſt ſeen? As for my part, I can't 
hide it from you, my mind is far from be- 
ing at eaſe. Some emotions, that are 
quite new to me, diſturb me ſtrangely 
and I now, for the firſt time in my whole 
life, reproach myſelf with'my iniquities. I 
am in the very ſame frame of mind, an- 
ſwered I, the wicked actions I have com- 


mitted riſe up now in judgment againſt me; 


and my heart, which never before was 


ſenſible of remorſe, is at preſent upon the 
rack therewith. Ah ! dear Ambroſe, rejoin'd 
my comrade, we are two ſtray'd ſheep, 


whom the heavenly father, in his great 


| "pi deſigns to bring back to the fold. 


It is he, dear brother, it is he who calls 
us, let us not be deaf to his voice; let us 
renounce our villainies; let us quit the. 
licentiouſneſs wherein we have hitherto 
lived; and let us begin, from this very day, 
to labour ſeriouſly at the great work of 
our ſalvation ; we muſt paſs the reſt of our 
days in this convent, and devote them to 
a ſincere repentance. 

I approved highly of Rapbael's ſenti- 
ments, purſued fryar Ambroſe, and we took 
that very moment the generous reſolution 
to turn Cartbuſians. In order to put this 
our defign in execution, we addreſs'd our- 
| ſelves 
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ſekxes to the prior, who, no. ſooner knew | 
our. intent, than to try the ſincerity of our 
call, be OT us cells, and had us trea- 
ted like Cartbuſians for a whole year. We 
comply'd with the rules of the order, 
with ſo much exactneſs and conſtancy, 
that we were received among the novices. 
We were ſo well pleaſed, with our ſtate, 
and ſo full of zeal, that we,, underwent 
with courage the fatigues. of the time de- 
ſtined for our probation, We were after- 
wards profeſs'd; which done, Don Raphael 
ſeeming of a genius proper for. bulinels, 
was Choſen to eaſe an old father who then 
managed the affairs of the convent, Lu- 
cinda's ſon could have liked better to have 
ſpent all his time in prayer; but he was 
obliged to ſacrifice his zeal to devotion, 
to the neceſſity they ſtood in of his aſſi- 
ſtance. He acquired, in a ſhort time, 
ſuch a perfect knowledge of the concerns 
of the houſe, that he was judged proper 
to ſucceed the old father, who died three 
years afterwards, in managing all their af- 
fairs; which employment he is actually in 
at this time; and indeed he diſcharges 
himſelf of it, to the great ſatisfaction of all 
the good fathers, who highly extol his 
conduct in the management of our tem- 
poralities. What is moſt ſurpriſing is, that 
notwithſtanding the burthen that lies upon. 
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him of g gathering our revenues, he ſeems 
wholly ed vp with the thoughts of eter- 
nity. If he has but one moment's reſpite 
from buſineſs, he is immediately buried 


in profound meditations : In a 5 he 


is one of the beſt members of our commu- 
nity. 8 5 
- Heme T interrupted Lamela, by a tran- 
fport of joy, which broke from me at 
the ſight . Raphael. Here he is, cry'd 
I, here he * that righteous ſteward, 
whoſe arrival 1 waited with fo much 
unpatience ; at the ſame time, I ran to 
meet him, and took him in my arms. He 
received. my embrace with a very good 
grace, and without. ſhewing the leaſt ſur- 
prize at meeting me, faid, with a voice 
full of ſweetneſs, God be praiſed, Signior 
de Santillane, God be praiſed for the latif- 
faction I have in ſeeing you again. Indeed, 


anſwered I, dear Raphael, t iympathize as 


much as poſſible with you, in your good 
fortune; fryar Ambroſe has given me the 
account of your converſion z and this ac- 


count has charm'd me. What a happineſs 
is it to you two, my friends, that you may 


fatter yourſelves with the hopes of being 
of that ſmall number of the elæct, who are 


one day to enjoy eternal felicity ! 


Two ſuch wretches as we, reply'd the 
fon of Lucinda, with an air that * 


- 


Chap. 6. F GIL BLAS. 59 
abundance of humility, ought not to 
conceive ſuch hopes; but the repentance 
of ſinners makes them find pardon from 
the father of mereies. And you Szgmor 
Gil Blas, purſued he, don't you alſo think 
of deſerving forgiveneſs of him, for all the 
offences you have committed againſt him? 
What buſineſs brings you to Valencia? Are 
not you unfortunately concerned. in ſome 
dangerous employment ? No, thank hea- 
ven, anſwered I, ſince I have left the 
court, I live like an honeſt man; ſome- 
times I enjoy all the pleaſures of the coun- 
try, at an eſtate'F have ſome leagues from 
hence; and ſometimes I come hither to 
paſs a few days with the governor of Va- 
tencia, who is my friend, and whom you 
both know very well; 

TEN I told them the ſtory of Don A 
phonſo de Leyva, to which they liſtened 
with great attention; and when I came to 
my carrying from that nobleman the three 
thouſand ducats we had ſtolen from Sami 
el Simon, Lamela interrupted me, and di- 
recting his diſcourſe to Don Raphael, fa- 
ther Hillary, ſaid he, by this account, the 


good merchant ought not to complain of a 


theft, that has been reſtored to him with 
uſury; and we may both of us ſet our 
conſciences at reſt upon that head. In 
effect, ſaid the ſteward, fryar Ambroſe 
D 6 ä 
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rrupting him, are you ſure your 
hundred ducats were deliver'd to 
faithfully ? Undoubtedly, cry'd Don 
Raphael, I would anſwer for the integrity 
of the eccleſiaſtic, as much as for my own. 
I alſo would be bound for him, faid La- 
mela; he is a good prieſt, accuſtomed to 
truſts - of this nature, inſomuch, that he 
has had two or three law-ſuits for money 
committed to his charge, which he has 
gain'd with coſts. 
Ou converſation laſted for ſome time 
longer, after which we parted ; they conti- 
nually exhorting me to have the fear of the 
ord before my eyes, and I recommend- 
ing myſelf to their pious prayers. I went 
from thence directly to Don Alphonſo : You 
would never be able to gueſs, ſaid I, with 
Juſt now had a long diſcourſe; 
oment come from two venera- 
ble Caribuſians of your acquaintance, one 
of their names is, father Hilary, and the 
other, 
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4; 
other, fryar Ambroſe; Tou mult 1 mi- 
ſtaken, anſwered Dor Apbonſo, I am not 
acquainted with any one Ourthuſian hat- 
ſoever. Excuſe me, replied I, you have 
ſeen fryar Ambroſe, commiſſary of the in- 
quiſition at Xelva, and father Hilary his 
regiſter. Heavens | cryed the governor, 
in a ſurprize, is it poſſible that Raphaet 
and Lamela, ſhould; be turned Carthuji ans 2 
yes, certainly, anſwered I, it is ſome years 
ago ſince they were profeſſed, - inſomuch, 
that the firſt is ſteward, and the other porter 
of the convent. 

Urox this, Don Cæſar's ſon was thought 
ful for ſome moments, after which, ſhak- 
ing his head; this commiſſary of the in- 
quiſition, and his regiſter, ſaid he, ſeem 
to me very likely to play ſome new prank 
here. You judge of them with prejudice, 
replied I; as for me, who have diſcourſed 
with them, I have a more favourable opi- 

| nion of them. Tis true, one can't ſee the 
| bottom of mens hearts; but according to 
| all appearances, they are two rogues con- 
verted. That is not impoſſible, reſumed 
Don Alphonſo ; there are many libertines, 
who, after having ſcandalized the world 
by their debaucheries, ſhut themſelves up 
in convents, to do penance ſeverely for the 
lame ; I wiſh our fryars may prove a pair 
of ſuch libertines, 
Way 


* 
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Wär not, ſaid 1? They have embraced 
the monaſtic life of their own accords, 
and have already lived for a conſiderable 
time, like two upright fryars. You may - 
fay what you pleaſe, anſwered the gover- 
nor, but F don't approve of the convent's 
money being in the hands of this fryar 
Hillary, of whom I can't help having ſome. 
miſtruſt, When TI think of the fine ſtory 
he told us of his adventures, I tremble for 
the Carthufians. I am as willing to believe 
as you, that he has taken the fryar*s habit 
with very upright intentions, but the ſight 
of the 8500 may awaken his covetouſneſs 
once mote. One ought never to entruſt. 
the keys of a cellar with a drunkard that 
has renounced wine. 

D ON Apbonſo's miſtruſt was fully juſti- 
fied a few days afterwards, for the ſteward 
and the porter difappeared on a ſudden 
with the caſh 3 this news which was im- 
mediately ſpread through the city, did not 
fail to divert the laughers, who always re- 
Joice at any miſchief that befals the rich 
monks. As for the governor and myſelf, 
we pitied the Carthuſiaus, without boaſting 
of having known the two apoſtates, 
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Git Blas returns to his caſtle at Lirias; . 
the agreeable news Scipio tells him, 


and the reformation they made in the 
 famih. 


"Spent a : why at Valencia amongſt th 
Beau Monde, and lived like your counts 
and your marquiſſes. Shows, balls, con- 
certs, entertainments, aſſemblies, and the 
company of agreeable ladies, all theſe a- 
muſements were procured me by the go- 
vernor and his lady, to whom I made my 
court ſo well, that ir was with regret they 
ſaw me ſet out on my. return to Tiras. 
They even obliged me, before they would 
let me go, to promiſe to ſhare” my time 
between them and my ſolitude, It was 
agreed, that I ſhould live, during the win- 
ter, at Valenria, and during the ſimmer, 
at my eſtate: after this agreement, my 
benefactors left me at liberty to go and en- 

joy their benefits. | 
SCIPIO, who waited impatiently for 
my return, was overjoyed to ſee me again, 
and I redoubled his joy by the faithful re- 
lation I made him a; the fruits of my jour- 
ney. And you, friend, faid I to him af- 
terwards, 
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1 what * have you made here 
of the days of my abſence? have you 
had a — a deal of Swen ? as . 
anſwered he, as a ſervant can have, who 
values nothing ſo much as his maſter's 
preſence. I have walked over every foot 
of our little dominions: ſometimes fitting 
by the ſide of the fountain that is in 
our wood, I have taken pleaſure in con- 
templating its waters, which are as pure 
as thoſe of the ſacred ſpring, that uſed 
to make the vaſt foreſt of Albunta reſound 
with its noiſe: and ſometimes lying at 
the foot of a tree, I have liſtened to the 
ſweet melody of the nightingales and lin- 
nets. In ſhort, I have been a ſhooting, 
and I have fiſhed ; and, what has pleaſed 
mee yet more than all theſe amuſements, I 
have read ſeveral books, that were as uſe- 
n 
HERE I interrupted my ſecretary with 
precipitation, to aſk; him whence, he had 
thoſe books. I found them, anſwered he, 
in a fine library that is in this houſe, and 
to which Mr. Joachim ſhewed me the way. 
And in what place, reſumed I, can this 
pretended. library lie hid? did we not 
view all the houſe on the very day of our 
arrival. So you think, replied he, but 
| know, that we looked only into three pa- 
villions, and that we. forgot the fourth. 
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»Twas there Don Cæſar, when he came to 
Llirias, uſed to ſpend part of his time in 
reading. There are ſeveral excellent books 
in this library, which have been left you 
as a certain remedy againſt melancholy, 
when our gardens ſtript of flowers, and 
our woods bare of leaves, will no longer 
have herewith to preſerve you from it. 
The lords of lzyva have not done things 
by halves; they have provided for the 
ſuſtenance of the mind, as well as of the 
1 | GY 165}6 1664 
Tuis news gave me a real joy; I made 
him ſhew me to the fourth pavillian, which 
entertained me with a very agreeable ſight. 
I found there a chamber, which I that in- 
ſtant reſolved ſhould be my apartment, 
as Don C2/ar, had made it his. That no- 
bleman's bed was ſtill there, with all the 
furniture; that is to ſay, a figured tape- 
ſtry, wherein was repreſented: the rape of 
the Sabines by the Romans, with chairs 
ſuitable to them. From this chamber 1 
went into a cloſet, round which were caſes 
full of books, and over them the pic. 
tures of all our monarchs. Then near the 
window which opened upon a moſt de- 
lightful country, - there was an * ebony 
elcrutore, before which was a large ſofa 
of black morocco leather: but my at- 
tention was fixed principally upon my li- 
brary. 


- — 
Pa ( 
- — _— 


„ 


66 The HTS TORY Book X. 
brary, It was compoſed of philoſophers, 
poets, and hiſtorians, with a great number 
of books of chivalry: I judged that Don 
Czfar was fond of this laſt fort of pieces, 
becauſe he had made ſuch at! ample provi- 
ſion of them; and I maſt confeſs to my 
ſhame, that I myſelf had no averſion to 
them, notwithſtanding all the extravagan- 
cies with which they are ſtuffed; whether it 
was, that I did not then look narrowly in- 
to things, or that Spaniards are naturally too 
indulgent to whatever ſeems wonderful and 
ſurprzing. I ſhall add, nevertheleſs, for my 
juſtification, that I took ſtill more delight 
in ſuch books as had 4 moral concealed un- 
der the maſk of pleaſantry, and that Lucian, 
Horace, and Eraſmus, became my favourite 

— | 
FRIEND, ſaid I to Scipio, after I had ta- 
ken a flight view of my library, here are a 
ſtore of books to amuſe us, but the buſi- 
neſs in hand at preſent is, to make a refor- 
mation in our family. PI! ſpare you the 
trouble of that, anſwered he; during your 
abſence, I have thoroughly ſtudied your 
ſervants, and dare boaft of knowing them 
to a hair. Let us begin by Mr. Joachim, 
I believe him an errant rogue, and don't 
in the leaſt doubt but he was turned away 
from the archbiſhop's, for ſome wilful 
miſtakes, in his arithmetic, in his * 
| | of 
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of expences: nevertheleſs he moſt be kept 
for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe he is an ex- - 
cellent cook; and ſecondly, becauſe F will 
always have my eyes upon him; I will 
watch alF his Actions; and he muſt be very 
ſharp indeed, if he is too cunning for me. . 
I have already told him, that you defigh to 
diſmiſs three parts of your domeſtics, 
and it gave him ſome trouble; but never- 
- theleſs he told me, that finding in himſelf 
an inclination to ſerve yon, he would be 
contented" with half the wages he has at pre- 
ſent, rather tan leave you: this makes me 
think there is ſome pretty girl in this ham- 
let, from whom he Sous not care to remove. 
As for the under- cook, purſued Scipio, he 
is a drunkatd, and the porter a brute, of 
whom we have no need, no more than of 
the fellow who is hired for ſhooting. I 
can ſupply the place of this laſt very well, 
as I will ſhew you to-morrow, ſince we 
have good fowling pieces in the houſe, 
with powder and ſhot. . As for the foot- 
men, there is one who is of Arrogan, and 
ſeems a very honeſt fellow, him we will 
keep; but for all the reſt, they are ſuch 
ſad raſcals, that I would not adviſe you 
to have any thing to ſay to them, even if 
you wanted a hundred Footmen. 


* 
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Arx having maturely deliberated up- 
on all theſe points, we reſolved to keep the 
cook, the ſcullion, and the AHrragonian, 
and to part fairly with all the reſt : this 
was done that very day, by the help of 
ſome piſtoles which Scipio took out of our 
ſtrong box, and gave; them in my name. 
When we had made this reſormation, 
we eſtabliſhed order in the family, regu- 
lated the buſineſs of each ſervant, and be- 
gan to live at our own expence. I could 
willingly have been contented. with a fru- 
gal table, but my ſecretary, who loyed 
ragouts, and tid-bits, was not a man who 
would let Mr. Joac him's abilities lie dor- 
mant: on the contrary, he found them ſo 
much employment, that our dinners and 
ſuppers were like ſo many repaſts of the 
votaries of Epicurus. 
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of: the Hier of Gil Blas and he charms 
ing Antonia. * 


T WO days after my feturn from Va- 
lencia bo Llirias, Baſilio the farmer, 
who rented great part of the land belohg- 
ing to my eſtate, came to my levee, and 
aſked leave to preſent his daughter Auto- 
nio to me, who delired to have the ho- 
nour of paying her reſpects to her new 
maſter. I told him it would do me abun- 
dance of pleaſure; upon which he went 
away, and ſoon returned with the lovely 
Antoma. I believe I may venture to give 
that epithet to a maiden of between ſeven- 
teen and eighteen, who with the moſt regu- 
lar features, had an incomparable com- 
plexion, and the fineſt eyes in the world. 
She was dreſſed in plain ſerge; but an ad- 
mirable ſhape, a majeſtic port, and certain 
inexpreſſible graces,” which do not always 
accompany youth, ſet off the plainneſs of 
her habit, She had nothing upon her head, 
only her hair was tied behind, and ſet. off 
with flowers, after the manner of the La- 

cedemonian,s. 
Warn 
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When I ſaw her enter my chamber, I 


was as much ſurprized at her beauty, as 
the knights of | Charlemagne's court at the 
charms of Angelica, Inſtead of receiving 
Antonia with an ealy air, and ſaying obli- 
ging things to her ; inſtead of congratulat- 
ing her Father upon his happineſs in hav- 
ing ſuch a lovely daughter z I remained 
aſtoniſhed, confounded, and ſpeechleſs: I 


could not utter a ſingle ſyllable. Scipio, EA 


who obſerved my diſorder, took upon 
him to ſpeak for me, and was at the whole 


expence of the praiſes I ought to have be- 


ſtowed on this charming maiden. . As for 
Antonia, who was not aſtoniſhed at the fi- 
gure I made in my night-gown and cap, ſhe 
faluted me without being in the leaſt con- 


fulion, and made me a compliment which 


compleately inchanted me, although there 


was nothing in it but what was very com- 
mon. Nevertheleſs, whilſt my ſecretary, 
Befilio, and his daughter, were recipro- 
cally exchanging compliments, I came to 
myſelf; and, as if I intended to attone 
for my ſtupid ſilence till then, paſſed 


from one extreme to another; I launched 
. out then into amorous diſcourſes, and 


ſpoke to . Antonia, with ſo much ardour 
it; and looking on me as a man, who 
Was Boing to leave no ſtone unturned to 
N | debauch 
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debauch his daughter, he made haſte to 
be gone with her out of my apartment, 
with a reſolution, perhaps, to take her 
from my ſight for ever. 5 

SCIPIO, ſeeing himſelf alone with me, 
told me with a ſmile; here's another remedy 
for you againſt melancholy. I did not know 
your farmer had ſuch an handſome daugh- 
ter; I had never ſeen her before; and yet 
T have been twice at his houſe. He muſt 


certainly take a great deal of care to keep 


her up cloſe; and I forgive him; by St. 


Francis ſhe is a dainty bit. But, purſued 
he, I believe it is not neceſſary to tell 


that, for ſhe ſtruck you dumb at firſt with 


ſurprize. I can't deny it, anſwered I; ah! 


my boy, I thought 1 ſaw ſome celeſtial 
creature; ſhe ſet me all on fire in an in- 
ſtant : lightning is not ſo ſwift as the dart 
ſhe ſhot into my heart. Fe 

You overjoy me, replied my ſecretary, 
by telling me you are fallen in love at 
laſt; you wanted nothing but a miſtreſs, to 
enjoy perfect happineſs in your retire- 
ment: heaven be praiſed you are now 
provided of all manner of conveniences. 
I know very well, continued he, that - we 


ſhall have ſome trouble to be too hard for 


Bajilio*s vigilance z but leave that to me ; 
III warrant, before three days, I will pro- 
cure you an interview. with Antonia, Mr. 


Scipio, 
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Scipio, ſaid I, perhaps you might chance 
not to be able to perform your promiſe, 
which is what I am not curious of making 
trial of; I don't intend to attempt the vir- 
tue of this beauteous maiden, who ſeems 
1 to me to deſerve my having other ſenti- 
( ments in her favour : wherefore, far from 
[ requiring it of your zeal, that you ſhould 
[| help me to diſhonour her, my deſign is to 
| "marry her by your aſſiſtance, provided 
| her heart is not prepoſſeſſed in behalf of 


another. I did not expect, replied Scipio, 
to ſee you take ſo ſuddenly the reſolution 

| of marrying; all landlords in your place 
| would not deal fo honeſtly; they would 
| have no lawful deſigns upon Antonia, till 
'they had in vain tried others. As for the 
reſt, purſued he, don't imagine that I con- 
demn your love, or that I have any intent 
to diſſuade you from your deſign ; your 
Farmer's daughter deſerves the honour you 
-are willing to do her, if ſhe can bring you 
a virgin-heart, ſenſible of your goodneſs. 
"This is what I will know this very day, by 
[- the converſation I will have with the father, 
Wo - and perhaps with herſelf. 

| My confidant was a man very exact in 
keeping his promiſes 3 he went privately 
to viſit Ba/ilio, and at night came to me 
in my ſcloſet, where I waited for him with 
4 | 5 an 
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an impatience mixed with fear. His looks 
were full of gaiety, from whence I drew , 
a good omen, If I am to believe you 
ſmiling countenance, ſaid I, you are come 
to tell me, I ſoon ſhall be poſſeſſed of 
the height of all my wiſhes. © Les, my 
dear maſter, anſwered he, every thing fa- 
yours you. I have diſcourſed both Baflio 
and his daughter, and have declared to 
them your good intentions. The father 
is overjoy'd at your having a deſire to be 
his ſon-in-law; and I can affure you, 
that you are agreeable to Antonia.” O heat 
vens ! cry'd J out, interrupting him, and 
quite tranſported with joy] What, have 1 
the good fortune to pleaſe that amiable 

maiden, Never doubt it, reply*d he, ſhe 
is already in love with you. I have 
not, indeed, drawn this confeſſion from her 
mouth, dut believe it from the gaiety 
ſhe difcover'd in her looks, when' ſhe 
knew your deſign : Nevertheleſs, Pur- 

ſued he, you have a rival. A rival, faid 
J haſtily, turning pale! Let not that alarm 
you, anſwer'd he, this rival will never 
rob you of your miſtreſs's heart; 'tis Mr. 
Joachim your cook. Ah! the hang. dog: 
faid I, burſting into a laughter that was 
then the reaſon why he ſeem'd ſo loth to 
leave my ſervice. Even fo, reply*d Sci- 
pio, he made a demand of Antonia in mar- 


E. riage, 
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riage, A fey, of two ago, and ſhe was ci- 

vile retuled min... 4 :... 
Wirz reſpect to your better advice, be 
it ſpoken, reply'd I, it would not be amiſs, 

TI think, to rid our hands of that gentle- 
man, before he hears my deſign, of marry- 
ing Bafilio's daughter; a cook, you know, 
may be a dangerous rival. You are in 
the right of it, ſaid my confidant, we muſt 
clear our family of him, I will ſend him 
away. to-morrow. morning, before he ſets 

about his buſineſs, and you ſhall have no- 

thing more to fear, either from his ſauc 

or his love. I am a little vexed, how- 

ever, at parting with ſuch a good cook; 

but no matter, I will ſacrifice my gluttony 
to your ſecurity. You need not regret his 
loſs ſo much, anſwer'd I, it is not irrepa- 
rable; I will ſend for a cook to Valencia, 
who ſhall be as good as he: Accordingly, 

I wrote immediately to Don Alphonſo, and 
inform'd him that I wanted a cook, upon 
which he ſent me one the very-next day, 
who immediately comforted Scipio for Mr. 
Joachim's departure, 

Alxrno' this zealous ſecretary had told 
me, that he perceived Antonia hugg*d her- 
ſelf at the bottom of her heart, at the 
thoughts of having made a conqueſt of 
her landlord, I durſt not rely entirely up- 

on his report; I was apprehenſive he had 

ſuffer'd 
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ſuffer'd himſelf to be deceived by falſe ap- 
pearances; and in order to. be more cer- 
ta in what, I had to truſt to, reſolved to 
ſpeak to the lovely Antonia myſelf. I 
went then directly to Bqſilio, and confirmed 
to him what my ambaſſador had told 
him. The good farmer, a downright ho- 
neſt man, and full of ſincerity, after hav- 
ing heard me with great attention, aſſured 
me, *twas with the utmoſt ſatisfaction he 
granted me his daughter; but, added he, 
don't imagine, however, that it is on ac- 
count of your title of lord of the manor; 
were you ſtill only ſteward to the lords 
of Leyva, I ſhould; prefer you to any 
other lover whatever, that ſhould offer 
himſelf. I have always had a great in- 
clination for you; and all that grieves me 
is, that Antonia will not bring you a large 
fortune. I aſk not for any, anſwered I, 
her perſon is the only riches 1 cover. 
J am your very humble ſervant, ſaid he, 
that is not my way of reckoning; I am 
no beggar, to marry my daughter at chat 
rate. Ba/ii0 de Buenotrigo, God be thanked, 
is able to give her a fortune; and 1 
am reſolyed ſhe ſhall provide you a ſupper, 
if you find her a dinner: In a word, 
the income of this manor is but five hun- 
dred ducats per annum, I will make it 
E 2 amount 
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amount to a thouſand in confideration of 


THAT ſhall be juſt as you pleaſe, my 
dear Baſilio, reply'd I, we will have no diſ- 
pures together about intereſt ; we are both 
agreed, nothing remains now, but to get 


your daughter's conſent, You have mine, 


faid he, that is ſufficient, Not altogether, 
anſwer'd I; as it was neceſſary to have yours, 
ſo it is to have her's alſo. Her's depends 
upon mine, reſumed he, I wiſh I could 
ſee her ſo much as open her mouth be- 
Fore me. Antonia, rejoin'd I, in obedi- 
ence to your paternal authority, is ready 
without doubt, to pay a blind ſubmiſſion 
to your orders ; but I know not, on this 


occaſion, whether ſhe would do it with- 


out reluctance; and if ſhe were never ſo 
little averſe to the match, I ſhould never 
forgive mylelf for having been the cauſe 


of her unhappineſs; in ſhort, it is not 


enough for me to obtain her hand by 
your conſent, unleſs her heart go along 


with it, and that without regret. Oh! 
_ by'r lady, cry*d Bg/lio, I don*t underſtand 
all theſe ſubtleties ; ſpeak yourſelf to An- 


tonia, and you will fee ſhe deſires no bet- 
ter than to be your wife : Having thus 

ſaid, he call'd his daughter, and left her 
with me for a moment, * 


To 


\ 
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To make the beſt of ſuch precious time, 
I came directly to the point: Beauteous 
Antonia, ſaid I, pronounce my fate; tho? 
J have obtained. your father's conſent, 
think not I will take advantage thereof, to 
do violence to your inclinations M as much 
happineſs, as I promiſe myſelf in your 
poftellon, I will renounce it if you tell 
me, that I ſhali owe it only to your obe- 
dience, I ſhall take care how I fay any 
ſuch thing, anſwered ſhe, your addreſſes 
are too agreeable to me, to give me any 
5 and I approve of my father's 
choice, inſtead of being diſpleaſed with it. 
I know not, continued ſhe, whether I do 
well or ill in talking to you after this man- 
ner: But if I diflik*d you, I ſhould be free 
enough to tell you ſo? Why then ſhould] 
not confeſs to you the contrary with the ſame 
freedom? by 
AT theſe words, which I could not hear 
without being in raptures, I ſet one knee 
to the ground, and in the height of my 
tranſports, taking one of her lovely hands, 
I kiſs'd it with an air full of tenderneſs 
and paſſion, Charming Antonia, faid I, your 
frankneſs fills me with extaſy; go on, 
let nothing keep you under any reſtraint, 
think it is your huſband you are ſpeaking 
to, and diſcloſe your mind freely to him 
without reſerve, May I then flatter my- 


E 3 ſelf 
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ſelf, that you will ſee your fortune uni- 
ted to mine with pleaſure? Bafilio, who 
came in as I had ſaid thus, prevented my 
proceeding any farther. Impatient to know 
what anſwer his daughter had made me, 
and fully reſolved to chide her ſoundly, if 
ſhe had expreſsꝰd the leaſt averſion to me, 
i he made haſte to rejoin us: Well, ſaid 
j he, are you ſatisfied with Antonia ? So 
| well, reply*d I, that I am going this very 
1 moment, to make the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for our wedding: This ſaid, I took 
| leave of the father and daughter, to go 
and conſult ven that head with fa e 


cretary. 
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The nuptials of Gil Blas ad e lr 
Antonia; after what 2 they 
were celebrated; bat company were 
preſent at them, and wi 10 W bat re: 
Joicings they were attended. 


 Lihough I had no need of 3308 
to the lords of Leyva for their leave 
to be married, both Scipio. and myſelf were 
of opinion, that I could not in good man- 
ners do Jeſs, than communicate to them my 
intention, of making Bafdlio's daughter my 
ſpouſe ; and even that I ought to aſk their 
conſent by way of compliment. 
In compliance with this opinion, I went 
immediately to Valencia, where they were 
as much ſurprized to ſee me return ſo ſud- 
denly, as to hear the motive of my jour- 
ney. Don Ceſar and Don Alphonſo, who 
knew Antonia very well, by having ſeen 
her more than once, congratulated me. on 
having choſen her for my wife. Don Ca. 
ſar, eſpecially complimented me ſo high- 
ly thereupon, that had I not believed him 
a nobleman, paſt certain ua” 4 
ſhould have ſuſpected him of having 
E 4 ſome - 
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ſome journeys to Lira, not ſo much to ſee 
that tel eſtate, as to have a glimpſe of 
his farmer's. pretty daughter. 
Os the other hand, Serapbina, after ha- 
my aſſured me, ſhe ſhould always intereſt 
| herſelf very h in every thing that 
mould relate to me, told me, that ſhe had 
heard great commendations of Antonia: 
But, purſued ſhe, maliciouſly, and as it 
were to reproach me with the indifference, 
with which I had repaid the love of Signiora 
Sephora, if 1 had not heard her beauty high- 
Iy extolled, I would truſt to your judg- 
ment: for I know you are pretty difficult 
05 be pleaſed. 
Don Cæſar and his ſon, not content with 
approving of my marriage, declared th 
would be at the whole expence of it; bid- 
ding me to return to Llirias, and ſtay there 
contented till I ſhould hear farther from 
them. Make no manner of preparation 
for your nuptials, faid they, we will take 
that care upon ourſelves, Purſuant to 
their pleaſure I went back to my feat, and 
 inform*d Baſlio and his daughter of our 
ns intentions; after which, we waited 
till we ſhould hear from thety, with as 
much patience as we could poflibly. 
EicaT days, which ſeemed to me as 
| many years, paſſed away without our receiv- 


ing any news from them; to make amends, 
_ 
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on the ninth, we ſaw a coach arrive, drawn 
by four mules, full of mantua-makers, 
who Wong rich filks to dreſs the bride, 
and guarded by ſeveral  footmen- mounted} 
likewiſe upon mules. One of theſe deli- 
vered me a letter from Don Aiphanſo, 
wherein that nobleman ſent me word, 
that he ſhould be. with me at Lirias next 
day, with his father, and lady; and that 
che marriage ceremony ſhould be ſolemni- 
zed the morning afterwards, by the grand 
vicar of Valencia. Accordingly Don Cæ- 
far, with his ſon, and Seraphina, did not 
fail coming next day, with this eccleſiaſtic, 
in a coach and fix horſes, preceded by ano- 
ther wich four horſes, in which were Sera- 
phina”s waiting-women, and follow'd by 
the governor's guards. 

Don Alphonſo*s lady had hardly enter'd 
the houſe, when ſhe expreſs'd an extreme 
impatience to ſee Antonia, who, on her 
ſide, .no ſooner knew Seraphina was arri- 
ved, than ſhe haſten'd to pay her reſpects 
to her ; this the did with fo good a grace, 
that the whole company admired her. Well, 
madam, faid Don Czar, to his daughter- ; 
in-law, what do you think of Antonia 2 
Could Santillane make a bettet choice? No, 
anſwered Serapbina, they are both worthy 
| of each other; and I don't at all doubt 


but they will be very happy 1 In 
23 mort, 
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4 every, one praiſed my future {pouſe Y 
but if they | extoll'd her highly when only in 
Plain ſerge, they were yet much more 
charmed with her, when ſhe appeared in 
a richer dreſs. She look'd as if ſhe had 
never worn any other, ſo noble was her air, 
and ſo eaſy her carriage. | 
Tux joyful moment being arrived when 
was to ſee my fortune united to her by a 

happy marriage, Don Apbonſo took me by 

the hand to lead me to the altar, whil 
Seraphina did the ſame honour to the 
bride. In this order we both went to the 
chapel belonging to the hamlet, where 
the great vicar waited our coming, to 
marry us; and the ceremony was perform- 
ed with the united acclamations of the in- 
habitants of Llirias, and all the rich farmers 
round about, whom Baſilio had invited to 
the nuptials of Antonia. They brought 
with them their daughters, 3 had dreſ- 
ſed themſelves up with ribbons and flow- 
ers, and had each of them tabors in their 
bands. We returned afterwards to the 
manor-houſe, where, by the care of Sci- 
Pio, the director of the feaſt, three ta- 
bles were ſet out in ample order; one for, 
rip: ee another for their atten- 
ire 5 the third which was much the 

or all thoſe who had been invited. 


Antonia was at the firſt table, Seraphina 
inſiſt- 


inſiſting upon having her company there 
I did the — of the ſecond, and 33— 
lio ſeated himſelf at the third, with his 
country neighbours. As for Scipio, he ſat 
at neither of them, but only went from 
one to the other, and took care to ſee every 
one well ſerved, and pleaſe.. 
Tu dinner was dreſs'd by the gover- 
nor's own cooks, which implies, that 
there was nothing wanting. The good 
wines, of which Mr. Foachim had laid in 
ſuch ample proviſion, were laviſhed to pro- 
fuſion, the gueſts began to grow merry, 
and joy reign'd every where, when a ſtop 
was put to it on a ſudden, by an accident 
which alarm'd me. My ſecretary being in 
the hall, where I was at dinner with Don 
Apbonſo's principal officers, and Serapbi- 
na's women, fell ſuddenly in a won; 
I roſe up to go to his aſſiſtance, and whilſt 
I was employ'd in fetching him to himſelf, 
one of the women fainted away likewiſe. 
All the company rightly. judged; that the 
ſudden ſwooning of theſe two was owing 
to ſome myſtery, as, in effect, it was owing 
to one, which was not long before it came 
out. For ſoon after Scipio, recovering him- 
ſelf, ſaid to me in a low voice, good hea- 
vens! muſt the happieſt of your days prove 
the moſt diſagreeable of mine? But there 
is no avoiding one's. ill fortune, purſued 
: Wn he, 
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| he, I have juſt found my wife again amongſt 
Serapbinais women. 
Wu Ar do hear, reply'd T! Tis impoſ- 


fible! What, are you huſband to that gen- 
tlewoman who fainted away at the ſame 


time as you? Tes, fir,” rejoin'd he, I am 
her ſpouſe, and I ſwear fortune could not 


play me a more villainous trick than to 
bring her again in my ſight. I know not 
friend, ſaid I, what reaſons you may have 
to complain of your wife, but whatever 
cauſe ſhe has given you, for heaven's ſake, 
put ſome conſtraint upon yourſelf at pre- 
ſent, if you have any value for me, and 
don't diſturb the whole company, by gi- 
ving way to your reſentment. You ſhall 
have no room to complain of me, anſwered 
Scipio, you ſhall ſce whether I am not a good 
diſſembler.. 

: Hxvinc thus ſaid, he advanced towards: 
his ſpouſe, whom her companions likewiſe 


had brought to herſelf, and embracing 


her with as much ardour, as if he had been 
really-overjoy*d to meet her again: Ah! 
my dear, cry'd he, does heaven then bring 
us together once more, after. a ten years 


ſeparation ? O bleſſed moment! the hap» 
pieſt of all my life! | * 


- I know not, ſaid his ſpouſe, whether you 
truly rejoice at having met me; but at leaſt I 


am well aſſured, I never gave you any juſt 


reaſon 


reaſon to forſake me, What ! you find 
me one night with Don Fernando de Lo. 
va, who was in love with my miſtteſs Ju- 
Ba, and whoſe Paſſion T ſerved ; you take 
it in your head, that I hearken to him at 
the expence of my honour and yours z.here- 
upon Jealouſy turns your brain, you leave 
Toledo, and fly me like a monſter, without 
vouchſafing to deſire me to come to an ex- 
planation upon that head: which of us two 

I would fain know, has the moſt right 
to complain of the other? You, without 
doubt, anſwered Scipio. Yes, certainly, 
reſumed ſhe, tis me. A little after your 
departure, Dow Fernando married Julia, 
whom T ſerved as long as ſhe lived; and 
fince an untimely death ſnatched her from 
us, I have lived with my lady her ſiſter, 
who, as well as all her women, will be an- 
fwerable to you, for the innocence of my 
manners. i 

Arx this diſcourſe, the truth whereof he 
could not diſprove, my ſecretary came to a 
reſolution with a good grace: once more 
F own my fault, ſaid he to his wife, and aſk 
your pardon before all this good company. 
Then I interceeded for him, and begged 
Beatrix to forget what was paſt, aſſuring 
her, that her husſband's whole ſtudy for 
the future, ſhould be to make her ſatisfac- 
tion, She yielded to my intreaties, and 


- 
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dae Nad they mad Ape 4 1 next each 
other at the table, and drank their healths : 
in ſhort, every one congratulated them, 
and ſtrove who ſhould ſhew them the beſt 
treatment; ſo that one would have thought 
the entertainment had been made more on 
account of weir reconciliation, than my 
wedding. 

Tur company at the third table were 
the firſt who broke up; the young lads 
foſe up to form a dance with the young 
laſſes, who, by the noiſe of their ta- 
bors, ſoop drew about them the company 
of the other tables, and inſpired them 
with the deſire of following their example. 
Then every body was ſoon in motion; the 
governor's officers began by taking out 
Serapbhina's women, after which the no- 
blemen themſelves joined in amongſt the 

dancers ; Don Alphonſo taking out Seraphi- 
m, and dancing a ſaraband, and Don Cæ- 
ſar another with Antonia, who-came en 
wards and took me out, and did not 
form ill, for one who had juſt 5 
the grounds of dancing, which ſhe had 
been taught at Albarazin, at one of her re- 
lations. As for me, who, as I have al- 
ready obſcrved, had learned to dance at the 
Marhioneſs de Chaves, I paſſed for a fa- 

mous 


* 


ous dancer with the-yhole aflembly. And 
for Beatrix and Scipio, they preferred: a 
private converſation to, dancing, that they 
might mutually give each other an account 
of what had happened to them fince their 
ſeparation ; but their diſcourſe was inter- 
rupted by Seraphina, who having juſt heard 


of their reconciliation, had them called 


to her, to teſtify her ſatisfaction thereat. 
Children, faid ſhe, on this day of rejoic- 
ing, it is an additional pleaſure to me, to 
ſee you two reſtored to each other. Friend 
Scipio, purſued ſhe, I deliver your ſpouſe 


into your hands, and proteſt to you, that 


her behaviour has always been irreppoac 

able; live here with her in a g Ter 
ſtanding. And you, Beatrix, devote your 
ſelf to Antonia, and be no leſs zealous to 
ſerve her, than your huſband is to pleaſe the 
Signior del Santillane. Scipio, after this, got 


being able to look upon his rib but as a. 
nother Penelope, promiſed to have all itna- 


ginable conſideration for Her. 


Tux country lads and laſſes, after ha- 


ving danced all day, retired to their re- 


ſpective houſes; but the ny - 


4* 


went on at my ſeat; a magnificent ſuppe 
was ſerved up, and when it was time 


go to reſt, the grand vicar blef&d' "_ | 
tial bed, . Serephina, undrefled the bri 5 


and the lords of Lyva did me the” 
; EY bit ; honour, 
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hongur. What , was 1275 pO rting was, 
that Du Alphonſ's "Officers,” and Seraphi- 
nas women, Baving'h mind to mike them- 
ſelves metry, bethoal t themſelves of per- 
forming the ſame — 1.4 by Beatrix 
and Scipio; Who, in order to render the 
ſcene the more comical, fuffered them- 
ſelves d to be "undreſſed and put to 
bed. b . * 27 0 
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The fo 7 wel 75 71 marriage 1 Gil Blas, 
and the beauteous Antonia; the begin- 


ning of the Hiſtory of Scipio. 


HE next day after my marriage, the 
lords of Lœva returned to Valencia, 
firſt having given, me a thouſand freſh 
marks of their friendſhip ; ſo that my ſe- 
cretary and J remained alone, at my ſear; 
with our ſpouſes and ſervants. 
Tux care we both of us took to pleaſe 
our wiv was not in vain ; I ſoon inſpired 
ſe with as much love for me as I 
PP for her ; and Scipio, by his good hu- 
mour, ſoon made his forget the chagrin 
he had cauſed her. Beatrix, who was, or 
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ſelf, without difficulty, into her new mi- 
ſtreſs's good graces, and gained her con- 


fldence: in ſhort, we all four agreed won- 
derfully well, and to enjoy a fate 


worthy to be envied; every day paſſed 
away in the ſweeteſt amuſements. Ho- 
nio was naturally very. ſerious, but Beatrix 
and I were very gay; and if we had not 


been fo of ourſelves, it was ſufficient that 


Scipio was with us, to make it impoſſible 
for us to be melancholy. He was an in- 
comparable man for ſociety; one of thoſe 


arch drolls who need only make their ap- 


pearance to divert a company... , / / 


* 


Ox ox, when we had a fancy, 
ner, to go and take our fefo in the moſt 
agreeable part of the wood, my ſecreta- 
ry was in ſuch a merry humour, that he 


baniſhed from us all deſire of ſleep- 


ing, by his diverting diſcourſe. Hold 
inder us from compoſing our ſelves to 
reſt, tell us ſome tale worthy; of our at» 
tention, With all my heart, fir, anſwer- 
ed he; would you have me tell you the 


ſtory of King Pelagio? I would. rather hear 


your own, replied I, but that is a pleaſure 


you never thought proper to give me ſince 
we have lived together, nor never will, as 


I ſuppoſe. Why ſo, ſaid he, if I have ne- 
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a tractable pliant temper, inſinuated her- 


after din 


your tongue, friend, faid I, or fince you 


1 


v 
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ver related to you the hiſtory of my fe, 
it is becauſe you never expreſſed the leaſt 
deſire of hearing it; wherefore, it is not 
my fault, if you are hitherto a ſtranger to 
my Adventures; and if you have ever ſo 
little a curioſity to hear them, I am ready 
fo ſatisfy it whenever you pleaſe. Antonia, 
Beatrix, and I, toook him at his word, 
and we diſpoſed ourſelves to hear his ſtory, 
which could not fail of having a good effect 
upon us, either by diverting us, or by in- 
clining us to ſleep. _ 

I éſhould have been ſon, faid Scipio, to 
4 grandee of the firft rank, or, at leaſt, 
to ſome knight of the order of St. Jago, or 
of Mcantara, if that had depended upon 
me: but as we don't chooſe our own fa- 
thers, you ſhall know that mine, whoſe 
name was Torribio Scipio, was an honeſt 
archer belonging to the holy brotherhood 
of Sr. Hermandad. As he went to and fro 
upon the highways, where his profeſſion 
obliged him almoſt always to be, he met 
by chance, between Cneuca and Toleda,. a 
young giply, whom he thought very 
pretty. _ : 

Suk was alone, and on foot, and car- 
ried with her all her fortune in a kind 
of knapſack, that hung at her back, 
Where are you going with that burthen, 
my dear, faid he, foftening his _ 

| | whic 
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which was naturally very harſh ? I am 
going to Toledo, Signior cavalier, anſwer- 
ed the. where I hope to get my living, 
at one thing, or other, in an honeſt way. 
Your. deſign is very commendable, re- | 
plied he; and I don't doubt but you have | 
more than one ſtring to your bow. Yes, | 
thank heaven, reſumed ſhe, I have ſeve- 
ral talents ; I know how to make poma- 
tums and eſſences that are admirable for 
the ladies; I can tell fortunes, and can 
make the ſieve turn upon the ſhears, to 
find things loſt; beſides, I can ſhew people 
any thing they have a mind to ſee in a 
looking-glaſs, or a glaſs. of water. 
7ORRI BIO, judging that ſuch a girl 
would be a very advantageous match for 
ſuch a man as him, who found it very hard 
to live by his employment, although he 
knew admirably well how to make the moſt 
of it, propoſed marrying her, and ſhe ac- 
cepted of his propoſal z upon which they 
went as faſt as they could to Toledo, where 
they were joined in matrimony : and in me 
you ſee the worthy fruits of this noble U- i 
nion. They ſettled in one of the ſuburbs, | 
where my mother began to vend her po- J 
matums and eſſences; but not finding this 
trade gainful enough, ſhe ſet up for telling 
fortunes. : „ 
| Taz 
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THEN it was that crowns and piſtoles 
were ſeen to tumble in upon her: a thou- 
fand bubbles of both ſexes ſoon. cry*'d up 
the reputation of Coſcolina, that was the 
name of the gipſy my mother. Every 
day one or other came to beg her to uſe 
her ſkill. for them: ſometimes it was a 

nephew wanted to know when, his 
uncle, to whom he was ſole heir, would 
ſet out for the other world: and ſome- 
times twas a girl wanted to know, whether 


A cavalier, who had given her ſome ſub- 
ſtantial proofs of his love, and had pro- 
miſed her marriage, would be as good a 


his word. 
You muſt obſerve, by the way, if you 
pleaſe, that my mother's predictions were 


always favourable to the perſons who con 


fulted her: if they happen'd right, ſom 


the better; and if they came to reproach 


her with it, that the very contrary of what 


| the foretold had come to paſs, echt 


anſwer coldly, that- they muſt blame the 
devil 3 who, notwithſtanding the force of 


the conjurations ſhe had made uſe of to 


oblige him to tell what would happen, had 
fomerimes the malice to-deceive her. 
Wk x, for the honour of her profeſ- 
ſion, my mother thought proper to make 
the devil appear in her operations, Torri- 
520 Scipio always acted that . and Ka 
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did it to perfection; the natural harſlnefs 
of his voice, joined to the uglineſs of his 
face, giving him an air fuitable to what 
he repreſented. If people were but endued 
with never ſo little credulity, the hideous 
figure my father made, was fure to fright» 
en them; But one day, unfortunately, 
there came a brute of a captain, who would 
needs ſee the devil; and the moment he 
mad: his appearance, ran his {word through 
His body. The inquiſition being informed 
of the devil's death, ſent their officers 
to Coſcolina, on whom they ſcized, as 
well as on all 2 effects; and I, who was 
then but ſeven years old, was put into the 
hoſpital of Los Ninos. There were in 
that houſe ſome charitable ecclcſiaſtics, 
who, being well paid for taking care of the 
poor orphans, were at the pains to teach 
them to read and write. They fancied. they 
obſerved ſomething in me that promiſed a 
great deal, for which reaſon they ' pitched 
upon me to go on their errands, They 
ſent me into the city with their letters, 
I went perpetually to one place or other 
for them, and it was I that made the pro- 
per reſponſes when they ſaid mals. In 
gratitude to me for theſe little ſervices, 
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they uridertook to teach me Latin; but 
they went about it too roughly, and treat- 
ed me with ſo much ſeverity, notwirhſtand- 
ing my being ſo ſerviceable to them, that 
not being able to undergo it, I ran away 
one fine day, when I was ſent on an er- 
rand ; and, far ſrom returning to the hoſ- 
pital, went quite out of Toledo, by the ſub- 
urbs that lead to Seville, © 

ALTHoucn I was then hardly nine 
years. old, I was already ſenſible of the plea- 
fure of being free, and maſter of my own 
actions. It is true, I was both without mo- 
ney and bread ; but no matter for that, I had 
no leſſons to ſtudy, nor no themes to com- 
poſe. After having walked for two hours, 
my little legs began to refuſe me any farther 
ſervice; I had never before taken ſuch long 
journies; wherefore I was forced to ſtop 
to reſt myſelf. I fat down at the foot of a 
tree, that bordered upon the highway 
and there, to amuſe myſelf, took out my 
accidence, which happened to be in my 
pocket, and ran it over in play; but after- 
wards, remembring the many flrokes with 
the Ferula, and whippings it had made me 
Auffer, L tore out all the leaves, and cry'd 
dut in a paſſion: ah] thou dog of a book, 
thou ſhalt make me ſhed no more tears. 
Whilft I was thus ſatisfying my revenge, 
in ſtrewing the \ era about me with de- 
clenſions, 


clenſions, oonjugations, moods, and ten- 
ſes, Sc, there paſſed that way a hermit 
with a long white beard, a large pair of 
ſpectacles on his noſe, and a very vene- 
rable air. 2 5 
Hz drew near me; and if he obſerved 
me very. attentively, I examin'd him alfo 
from head to foot. My little man, faid 
he to me with a ſmile, methinks we have 
both been eying each other very tenderly, 
and ſhould not do amiſs to live together 
in my hermitage, which is not above two 
hundred paces from hence. I am your 
humble ee anſwered I pretty rough- 
ly, I have no manner of mind to turn 
hermit. At this reply the good old man 
burſt into a fit of laughter, and em- 
bracing me, ſaid: my habit, ſon, ought 
not to make you afraid; though it is not 
agreeable, it is profitable: It makes me 
lord of a charming retreat, and of the 
neighbouring villages, whoſe inhabitants 
love me, or rather ſidolize me. Come a- 
long with me, purſued he, I will put you 
on a habit like mine. If you like it, you 
ſhall ſhare with me in the pleaſures of the 
life I lead; and if you can't away with it, 
I will» not only give you free liberty to 
be gone, But you may depend upon it, that 
at your parting, I will not fail to do you 
ſome good. . 5 


hd 
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I ſuffered myſelf; at laſt, to be perſuaded 
by him, and ollowed the old hermit, who 
aſked me ſeveral queſtions, which J anſwer- 


ed with a fincerity I have not always uſed 


fince. On 'our arrival at the hermitage, 
he gave me ſome fruit, which I devoured 


greedily, having eaten nothing all day, 


but a mouthful of dry bread, on which 1 


had breakfafted at the hoſpital. The an- 
choret ſeeing me ply my jaws fo well, ſaid, 
courage, my boy, don't ſpare my fruit, 
thank heaven I have a ſufficient quantity 
thereof; did not bring you here, to let 


ou die with hunger. This was very true; 


for, about an hour after our arrival, he 


Kkindled a fire, ſpitted a leg of mutton 


and, whilſt I turn'd the ſpit, ſet out a little 
table, on which he laid a napkin, that 


was pretty dirty, and two plates (one for 
him, and the other for me) with knives, 


forks; &c. 
Wren the meat was ready, he drew it 


off the ſpit, and cut off ſome pieces for 


our ſupper, which was not a horſe's meal, 
fince we drank ſome excellent wine, of 
which he had alſo good ſtore. Well, my 
chicken, ſaid he, when we had riſen from 
table, are you contented with my com- 
'mons ? thus you ſhall be treated every 
day, if you will ſtay with me. As for the 


reſt, you ſhall only do what you pleaſe ia 
this 


Chap. 10. of GIL BLAS. 9% 


this hermitage : All I ſhall require of you 
is, that you accompany me every time I 
go a queſting in the neighbouring villa- 
ges; you will ſerve to lead a little aſs with 
two panniers, which the charitable country- 
folks uſually fill with eggs, bread, meat, 
and fiſh; this is all I deſire of you. I will 
do any thing you pleaſe, ſaid I, provided 
you wont oblige me to learn /atin. Fryar 
Cbryſoſtom (that was the hermit's name) 
could not help laughing at my ſincerity, 
and aſſured me anew, that he did not de- 
ſign to force my inclinations. 

Wr went a queſting the very next day 
with the little aſs, which I led by the hal- 
ter, and we made a plentiful Bret ; every 
countryman taking pleaſure in putting 
tomething into our panniers. One threw . 
in a whole loaf, another a great piece 
of bacon; a third a gooſe ſtuff'd, and 

a fourth a partridge. What ſhall I fay-? 
We carried home more proviſions than 
was ſufficient for a week, which plain- 
ly ſhew'd the eſteem and love theſe . 
country-folks had for the fryar. Tis 
true, he was very {crviceable to them; he 
gave them advice when ever they came 
to alk it;; he made peace in the fami- 
lies that were at variance, and married the 
young maidens. Belides, this, he had re- 
medies for a thouſand different diſtempers, 

F " 2" anc. 
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and had particular prayers, of wonderful 
virtue, which he taught ſuch women as 
were deſirous of having children. 
You find, by what J have already told you, 
that I was well fed in my hermitage; and 
my bed was not much worſe than my fare: 
Stretch*d out at my eaſe upon good clean 
ſtraw, with a ſoft 'cuſhion under my head; 
tho? the covering was but a coarſe woollen 
ſtuff, and a good warm quilt of the ſame 
Nuff to cover me, I ſlept ſoundly every 
night, without ever once waking: And 
fryar Cbryſoſtom, who had promifed me a 
hermit's dreſs, made me one accordingly 
out of one of his old habits, -and gave me 
the name of little fryar Scipio. Being thus 
equipt, as ſoon as I appeared in the villa- 
ges, in this garb, every one thought me 
lo genteel, that the little aſs was yet hea- 
vier laden than before; all ſtriving who 
ſhould give moſt to the little fryar, fo 
much pleaſure they took in ſeeing me in 
nenne 
Taz idle and lazy life I led with this 
hermir, could not fail of being agreeable 
to a boy of my age; accordingly I took 
ſo much pleaſure in it, that I ſhould always 
have followed it, if the fates had not al- 
lotted me a quite different fortune: but 
my deſtiny ſoon tore me from this luxu- 
rious lazy life, and made me leave fryar 


Chry- 
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 Chryſoſtom, after the manner I am going o 
relate.” :: 

I often ſaw this old hermit work at the 
cuſhion which ſerved him for a pillow ; 
he did nothing but unrip it, and ſow it up 
again; and I obſerved one day that he put 
ſome ſilver in it, This obſervation was 
followed by a ſtrong curioſity to ſee 
what treaſure was therein; which curioſi- 
ty I reſolved to ſatisfy the rſt: time he 
went to Toledo, whither he uſed conſtantly 
to go once a week. T waited for that day 
with great impatience, tho without any 


other deſign, at that time, than to fatiS - 


fy my curioſity, - At laſt the good man 
ſet ont, and J unript his pillow, when 1 
found therein to the value of fifty crowns, 
in all ſorts of pieces, concealed e 

the wool with which it was fill'd. 
This treaſure, in all probability, was 
the fruits of the gratitude of thoſe. coun- 
trymen, whom the hermit had cured. by 
his remedies, . and of thoſe women who 
had found the good effects of his prayers, 
in making them fruitful. - However that 
be, I no "Jooner faw that, it was money, 
which I might ſecurely convert to my own 
aſe, than I began to diſcover myſelf of 
the true gipſy breed. I had a ftrong de- 
fire to ſteal it; which could only be aſcrib. 
ed to the force of the blood that ran in 
F 2 | my 


100 The HISTORY Book X. 


my veins, I gave way, without reſiſtance 
to the temptation ; wherefore, putting 
up the money in a bag where we uſed to 
put our combs and night-caps, pulling off 
my hermit's hahit, and dreſſing me again 
in my orphan's cloaths, I made the beſt 
of my way from the hermitage, imagining 
I had got the treaſures of both the Indies 
in my bag. e | 

You have juſt heard my firſt trial of 
ſkill, continued Scipio, and I doubt not 
but you expect to find it followed by a ſe- 
ries of exploits of the fame nature. 1 
ſhall not baulk your expectation; I have 
ſeveral more pranks of the ſame nature 
to relate to you, before I come to my lau- 
dable actions; but I ſhall come to them 
at laſt, and you will find by my relation, 
that a rogue may very poſlibly become 
an honeſt man. 241% 

As much a child as I was, I was not fool 
enough to take the road to Toledo; that 
would have been running the hazard of 
meeting fryar Chry/etom, who would have 
made me reſtore his hoard, very much to 
my diſſatisfaction. I took another road 
then, which led to a village called Galves; 
there I ſtopt at an inn, the landlady 
whereof was a widow about forty years 
of age, who was endued with all the 
qualities requiſite to make the beſt * "= 
: ; I» 


— 
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buſineſs. This honeſt woman (as will be 
ſeen in the ſequel) had no ſooner ſet eyts 
on me, than judging, by my cloaths, rhat 
I was a run-away from the orphans ho- 
ſpital, ſhe aſk'd me, who I was, and whi- 
ther I was going? I anſwered her, that 
having loſt both my father and mother, 
I was going in ſearch of a place. Can, 
you read, child, faid ſhe ? I affured her, I 
could not only read, but that I could 
write a very good hand: In effect, I 


could make my letters, and even join 


them together after a faſhion, ſo that it 
looked like writing ; and that was enough 
for the buſineſs of a country tavern. I will 


take you then into my ſervice, anſwered 


the landlady, you will be of great uſe 


to me, and ſhall keep'a regiſter of all my 
_ debts, both active and paſſive. F (hit. -- 


give you no wages, continued ſhe, be- 
cauſe this inn is frequented by a good fer 


of company, who don't forget the ſer- 


vants : You may depend upon good vails. 

J accepted of her offer, reſerving to my- 
ſeif as you may well believe, the privilege 
of changing my quarters, as ſoon as ever the 
air of Galves ſhould be found not agree- 


able to my conſtitution. As ſoon as I 


ſaw myſelf fixed in this place, I was im- 
mediately perplexed with a great uneaſi- 
nels upon my ſpirits. I was not willing it 
| | F 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be known I had money; and I was 


at a great loſs to know where to conceal it, 
ſo as it ſhould be ſafe from any ſtrange hands. 
| I was not yet well enough acquainted with 
the houſe, to truft it in thoſe places that 
ſeem'd to me the propereſt to hide it. 
What troubles do riches cauſe ! I reſolv'd, 
at laſt, however, to put my bag in a cor- 
ner of our hay-loft, amongſt ſome ſtraw 
and, thinking it ſecurer there than any 
where elſe, I made myſelf as eaſy upon 

that head as was poſſible, _ | 
My miſtreſs had, in all, three ſer- 
vants; a. luſty lad to look after the 
ſtables; a young Galician wench z and 
myſelf. Each of us made as much as 
we could, of the travellers that ſtopt at 
our inn; I always got ſome ſmall mo- 
ney from them, when I carry'd in the 
_ reckoning z they uſed alſo to give ſome- 
thing to the hoſtler, for taking care of 
their beaſts : But for the young Galician, 
who was the idol of the muleteers who 
paſs'd that way, ſhe got more crowns 
that we did Maravedis. No ſooner did I 
receive a penny, but I carry*d it directly 
to the hay-loft, to add to my treaſure ; 
and the more I ſaw my riches encreale, the 
more I found my little heart ſet upon 
them: Sometimes I uſed even to kiſs my 
money, and contemplated it with ſuch 
| x raps 
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raptures, as none but miſers can compre» 
hend: In ſhort, the love I had for my 
treaſure, uſed to make me viſit it, above 
forty times a-day. enen, 
Is fo doing, I frequently met my miſ- 
treſs upon the ſtairs; who being naturally 
very miſtruſtful, was curious to-know what 
could draw. me every moment to the hay- 
loft. Accordingly went thither, and 
began to ferret about every where, ima- 
gining I might perhaps conceal, there 
ſome things that I purloined from her: 
In making this general ſearch, ſhe did not 
forget to remove the ſtraw that covered 
my bag, which, at laſt, ſhe found. She 
immediately unty'd it, and ſeeing therein 
ſeveral crowns and piſtoles, ſhe believed. 
or rather, pretended to believe, that I had 
ſtolen that money from her. She ſeized it 
then without any ſcruples ; after Which, 
calling me little raſcal, and little knave, 
ſhe ordered the hoſtler, who was entirely 
devoted to her will, to give me fifty good 
laſhes with a horſe-whip; and after ha- 
ving curry!d my hide ſo ſoundly, turn'd 
me out of doors, ſaying, ſhe would not 
ſuffer any rogues in her houſe. Twas in 
vain I proteſted, that I had not robb'd my 
miſtreſs; ſhe affirmed the contrary, and 
every one believed her ſooner than me: 
Thus did fryar Cbmſaſtam's treaſure pals 
8 F 4 from 


diſcover to him all my affairs, which 1 
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from the hand of a thieving knave, into 
thoſe of a pilfering flut, 

I lamented the loſs of my money, as 
one laments the loſs of an only ſon; and 
tho? my tears did not avail to recover me 
what I had been wrong'd of by that cheat 
my miſtreſs, they, at leaft, excited the com- 
paſſion of ſome perſons who ſaw me crying, 
Among theſe was the curate of Galves, 
who happen*d by chance to paſs that way, 
and ſeeming moved with my ſorrowful 
condition, took me home with him to the 
parſonage houſe. There, to gain my 


good opinion, or rather to pump me, he 


began to commiſerate my hard fortune: 
How much this poor child is to be pity'd, 
faid he! Is it all to be wonder'd at, if 
being left to himſelf, at ſuch a tender age, 
he has been guilty of an ill action? Even 
when men grown have much ado to abſtain 


from the ſame, during the whole courſe of 


our lives. Then addreſſing himſelf to me: 


From what part of Spain do you come, 


child, purſued he? And what are your pa- 
rents? You look like a boy of a credita- 


ble family, ſpeak out with a good courage, 
and depend upon it I will not forſake 
you. 


Tu curate, by this artful and chari- 
table diſcourſe, induced me infſenfibly to 


did 


a, 
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did with abundance of ingenuity ; I con- 


cealed nothing from him. Having heard 
all very attentively: Tho? it is not at all 
decent, my boy, ſaid he, for hermits to 
hoard up money, that does not take away 
from your fault: In robbing fryar Cry/o- 
tom, you have nevertheleſs ſinn'd againſt 
that article of the decalogue, which ſays, 
thou ſhalt not ſteal; but I will take upon 
myſelf to oblige the inn-keeper to reſtore 
the money, and to have it remitted to the 
fryar in his hermitage ; you may, from 
this moment, ſet your conſcience at reſt 
upon that ſcore. (That, Þl ſwear ta you, 
was what never gave me the leaſt uneaſi- 
neſs.) But che curate, who had a deſign 
in his head, did not ſtop there: I am un- 
der ſome concern for you, child, purſued 
he, and will provide you a good place; I 
will ſend you to-morrow morning, by a 
muleteer, to my nephew, who is cannon 
of the cathedral at Toledo, and will not re- 
fuſe, at my requeſt, to receive you into. 
the number of his foot-boys; They all 
live like ſo many prieſts that have a fat 
beneficez you will do perfectly well there, 
J can aſſure you. 3 

T Is aſſurance was fo comfortable to me, 
that I no longer remember d either my loſt 
treaſure, or my horſe-whipping z all my 
thoughts ran only on the pleaſure” of Jiv- 
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ing like a fat prieſt. Next morning whilſt 
I was at breakfaſt, a muleteer arriv*d at the 
perſonage, by the curate's orders, with 


two mules ſaddled and bridled. They 


help*d me upon one of them, the muleteer 
leapt upon the other, and we ſet out on 
the road to Toledo. My fellow-travel- 
ler was a man of jovial temper, who de- 
ſired no better than to divert himſelf at his 
neighbour's expence: My little gentle- 


man, ſaid he, you have an excellent friend, 


in the curate of Galves. He could not 
give you a better proof of his affection, 
than in placing you with his nephew, 
the canon, whom I have the honour to 
know, and who is, beyond diſpute, the 


Jewel of his chapter: He is not one of 


thoſe devout gentry, whoſe pale meagre 
countenances preach up mortification ; he 
has a good jolly face, a freſh complexion, 
and a jovial look ; in ſhort, he is a man 
who: does not refuſe any pleaſure that of- 
fers, and who, above all things, loves 
good cheer. You will live in his houſe 
Uke a ſow in beans. 

Taz hang-dog of a muleteer, perceiv- 
ing that I liſten'd to him with abundance 


of ſatisfaction, went on in extolling the 


happineſs I ſhould enjoy when in the ca- 
non's ſervice, and never ceas*d talking of 


it till we arrived at the village, named 


Obiſa, 
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Obiſa, where we ſtopt to give our mules a 
little reſt. As luck would have it, the 
muleteer, in going up and down the inn, 
by chance let a paper fall out of his poc- 


ket, which I had the addreſs to pick up, 


without his taking notice of, and ſound 
the means to read, whilſt he was buſy in 
the ſtable. It was a letter to the prieſts 
of the orphans hoſpital: The contents 
were as follows. N 4 


Py 


GENTLEMEN, 


I Thought charity obliged me to put again 
1 into your hands a young rogue, who bas 
run away from your hoſpital ; he ſeems. to 
me not to want wit, and to deſerve your bas 
ving the goodneſs to keep him ſafe. I doubt 
not but, by frequent correction, you will. 
make him at laſt a hopeful lad, Heavens 
preſerve your reverences, and proſper your 
Pious and charitable endeavours. 


Your fincere well-wiſher, 
Taz CURATE or GALvEs. 
When I had done reading this letter, 


which inform'd me of the curate's good in- 
F 6 tentions, 
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tentions, I was not a minute at a loſs what 
courſe to take: Getting out of the inn, 
and running to the banks of the Tags, a- 
bove a league from thence, was but the 
work of one moment. Fear lent me 
wings to fly the prieſts or the orphans 
hoſpital, to which I was abſolutely reſolved 
never to return, fo much was I diſguſted 
with their way of teaching latin. 

I made no ſtop till I got to Toledo ; and 
being arrived there, enter'd the city with 
as much chearfulneſs, as if T had known 
where to go directly to fill my belly: *Tis. 
true, it is a bleſſed place; and one, where 
a man of wit, who is forced to live at a- 
nother's expence, need not fear dying with 
hunger. I had hardly got to the great 
ſquare, when a gentleman well dreſs'd, 
whom I paſs'd cloſe by, pull'd me by the 
arm, and ſaid, little boy, will you ſerve me, 
F ſhould be very glad to have ſuch a foot- 
boy as you: And I to have ſuch a maſter, 
as you, anſwered I : If it be fo, reply'd he 
you ſhall be mine from this moment, and 
need only follow me directly, which I did, 
without making any reply. 
\ Tris gentleman, who might be about 
thirty years old, and whoſe name was 
Don Abel, lodged in a very handſome a- 
partment, which he hired ready furniſh*d, 
He was a gameſter by profeſſion, and this 
- | WAS 
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was the way we lived together. In the 
morning I cut him very ſmall, as much to- 
bacco, as would fill five or fix pipes : I then 
clean'd his cloaths, and fetch*d him a barber 
to ſhave him, and turn up his muſtachio's; 
after which he went out, ran from one 
tennis court to another, and never re- 
turn'd home till between eleven and twelve 
at night; But every morning, before he 
went abroad, he took out of his pocket 
three reals, which he gave me to bear my 
expences each day, leaving me at liberty 
to do what I pleaſed till ten o*clock; for, 
provided I was at our lodgings when he 
eame home, he was very well fatisfied 
with me. 1 ſhould have obſerv*d before, 
that he had a handſome livery made for 
me, with which I look*d very much like a 
little factor to the ladies of pleafure : I 
was highly delighted with my condition, 
and certainly could never have found one 
more agreeable to my humour. 


I had already led this happy: life almof 


a month, when my maſter aſked me, if I - 


Was contented with his ſervice; and upon 
my anſwering, that I was as well pleaſed as 
poſſible. Well then, ſaid he, we will ſet 
out to-morrow for Seville, whither my af-" 
fairs call me: You will not be diffatisfy*d 
with ſeeing this capital of Andulufia. He who' 
has not # ſeen Seville, ſays the A = 

een 
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ſeen nothing. I told him I was ready to 
follow him any where; accordingly, that 
very day, the Seville carrier came to our 
lodgings, and took away a large trunk, 
which held all my maſter's cloaths, and 
the next maming we ſet out for Auda- 
W 1 71. 
My i Dan Abel, was o fortunate 

t play, that he never loſt but when he 
pleaſed himſelf 3- this obliged him often to 
ſhift his quarters, to avoid the reſentment 
of thoſe he had bubbled ; and this was the 
cauſe of this our journey to Seville. Be- 
ing arrived at that city, we again took 
ready furniſhed lodgings, in a houſe not 
far from the gate that leads to Cordova, 
and began to live in the ſame manner as at 
Toledo. But my maſter found a vaſt diffe- 
rence. between theſe two cities; he met 
with gameſters at Seville, who play'd full 
as well at tennis, as himſelf, and with as 
good fortune; inſomuch, that he came 
home ſometimes very melancholy. 

Ox morning, in particular, when he 
wane ſtill in an ill humour, on account of 
his having loſt an hundred piſtoles the 
day WA 4 he [aſked me, why I had not 
— his foul linnen to a woman who 
uſed to waſh and perfume it? I anſwered 
him, that it never came into my memory; 
upon which he flew into a paſſion, and 
| | gave. 
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gave me half a dozen flaps on the face, 
laid on fo home, that he made me ſee 
more lights than ever were in the tem- 
ple of Solomon: take that, you little raſ- 
cal, ſaid he, to teach you to be more mind- 
ful of your buſineſs for the future. Muſt 
I be always after you to tell you what you 
have to do? Why are you not as ready at 
your buſineſs as at your victuals? Cannot 
you, ſince you are no fool, ptevent my 
orders, and do, what is neceſſary to be 
done, without bidding? at theſe words, 
he went out of his apartment, where he 
left me very much mortify'd, at having 
receiv'd ſo many ſlaps on the face for fo 
ſmall a fault. 7 v1 
I don't know what adventure befel him, 
not long after, in a tennis- court; but one 
night he came home in a very great heat: 
Scipio, ſaid he, I am reſolved to take a 
trip to Jtaly, and ſhall embark after to- 
morrow, on board a veſſel that is return» 
ing to Genoa ; I have my. reaſons for go- 
ing this voyage. I believe you will be 
willing to bear me company, and take 
advantage of ſuch a fine opportunity, to 
ſee the moſt delicious country in the 
world. I made anſwer, that the offer 
was very agreeable to me z but at the ſame 
time determined within myſelf to play 
leaſt in fight, at the very moment we 
| 1 Were 
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were to go on board. I thought I ſhould 
thereby be reveng'd on him, and fancy'd 
my deſign very ingenious. I was ſo high- 
ly delighted with it, that I could not for- 
bear communicating it to a bully, by pro- 
feſſion, whom I happen'd to meet in the 
ſtreet; for I had got acquainted with ſome 
looſe companions ſince my coming to Se- 
ville, and chiefly with the bully before-men- 
tioned. I told him then firſt, in what 
manner, and why I had been beaten ; after 
which, I inform'd him of my deſign to 
leave Don Abel in the lurch, when he was 
upon the point of embarking, and then 
aſked him what he thought of my reſolu- 
lon. | | 
Taz bravo bent his brows as he heard 
me, and turned up his muſtachio*s, then 
. blaming my maſter with great gravity ; 
little gentleman, ſaid he, you are a lad diſho- 
noured for ever, if you are fatisfied with 
the trifling revenge you at preſent reſolve 
on: It is not enough to let Don Abel ſet out 
for Taly by himſelf, that would not be pu- 
niſnment enough; you muſt proportion 
your revenge to the greatnels of the of- 
fence. Let us rob him of his cloaths and 
money, which we will ſhare afterwards, 
like brothers, when he is gone, Although I 
had a natural inclination to ſtealing, I was 
ſtarted at the propoſal of a robbery of this 
_—_ | Impor— 
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importance. Nevertheleſß, the arch thief, 
who propoſed it to me, did not leave me 
till he had perſuaded me to it; and pray 
obſerve what was the ſucceſs of our hope- 
ful enterprize. «th 

Tux bully, who was a large robuſt man, 
came to me the next evening, Jury at the 
| cloſe of day, to our lodgings ; I ſhew d him 
the trunk in which my maſter had already 

ack'd up his cloaths, and aſked him if 
be alone could carry a trunk of ſuch a 

eat weight. So great a weight, ſaid he! 
Eno; that when it is to carry off any 
thing of another man's, I would run away 
even with Noah's atk; Accordingly, ha- 
ving thus faid, he went to the trunk, took 
it without difficulty upon his ſhoulders, 
and went down ſtairs very nimbly. I fol- 
low'd him that inſtant; and we were juſt 
going out at the ſtreet door; when 5 
Abel, whom his propitious ſtars brought 
thither ſo fortunately for him, appeared be- 
fore us on a ſudden. 

WurRE are you going with that trunk, 
ſaid he to me? I was fo confounded, that ; 
J ftood quite ſpeechleſs ; and the bravo, 
finding we had miſſed our aim, threw 
down the trunk upon the ground, and 
betook himſelf to his heels, to avoid com- 
ing to an explanation. Whither were 
you going then with that trunk, ſaid Ty 
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maſter to me a ſecond time? fir, anſwer- 


ed. 1, more dead than alive, I was going 


to have it carried on board the veſſcl, in 
which you are to embark to-morrow for 
Tay. Ay, fir, replied he! do you know 
then which is the veſſel I am to go in? no 
ſir, rejoined I ; but whoever. has a tongue 


may go to Rome, I ſhould have enquired 


at the harbour, and ſomebody or other 


would have told me. 


Ar this anſwer, which created in him 
great ſuſpicion of me, he gave me a fu- 


Tious look; and I thought he was going to 
threſh me again. Who bid you, ſaid he. 


have my trunk carry*d out of this Houſe } 


Tour ſelf, Sir, anſwer'd. I; is it poſſible that 


you can have forgot how you reproach'd 
me t'other day? did not you tell me, 
when you cuff d me, that you would have 


me prevent your orders, and do of my 


own accord whatever was to be done for 
your ſervice. Accordingly it was, in com- 
pliance with this injunction, that I was 
going to have your trunk carried to the 
veſſel. On my faying this, the gameſter 
taking notice, that I had more roguery 
in me than he had imagined, diſmiſs'd me 
his ſervice that inſtant, and added, with 
a grave air: go Mr. Scipio, heaven be 
your Gyide, I don't love to play with ſuch 
perſons as have ſometimes a card to 2 
an 
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and ſometimes one too many. Get you out 
of my ſight, purſued he, in another tone, 
for fear I ſhould make you dance without 

a fiddle. | h , 8 
I ſpared him the labour of bidding me 
begone twice 3 J got away from him in an 
inſtant, being ready to die for fear he 
ſhould make me pull off my cloaths, which 
by great good fortune he left me. As I 
went along the ſtreets, ſtudying where to 
get a lodging, with only two reals, which 
was all my treaſure, I arrived at the 
of the archbiſhop's palace; and as fup- 
per was then getting ready for his: grace, 
there came ſuch an a le imell out of 
the kitchen, that a good noſe might have 
ſcented it at a league's diſtance, Adsfifh! 
ſaid I to myſelf, I could very willingly 
make a ſhift with one of theſe: ragouts, 
that take me by the noſe 3 I would be 
ſatisfied with only dipping. in my four 
fingers and my thumb. But let me con- 
ſider! Is it impoſſible to contrive ſome 
way, to taſte this delicious victuals, of 
which I can now ſmell only the ſteam ? 
why not? It does not ſeem to me im- 
practicable. Upon this I put my wits up- 
on the rack, and after ſtudying for ſome 
time a ſtratagem came into my head, 
which I immediately put in execution, and 
which proved ſucceſsful, I ran into the 


Court 
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court-yard of the archiepiſcopal palace, 
and directing my ſteps towards the kitch- 
ens, cryed out as loud as ever I could, help, 
Belp, for the Lord's ſake! as if ſomebody 
had purſued me to kill me. 

Ow my repeated cries, maſter Diego, the 
archbiſhop's head cook, ran out with 


three or four ſcullions, to know the rea- 


ſon of ſuch an outcry, and ſeeing nobody 
but me, aſked why J called out in that 
manner for help. Ah! fir, anſwer'd I, 
with the ſigns of one heartily frightned, 
I conjure you, by St. Polycarp, to ſave me 
from the fury of a bully that wants to kill 
me. Where is this bully, ſaid Diego, you 
are alone, I don't fee fo much as a cat at 


your heels. Go child, go home, and 


don't fear any thing; *twas certainly ſome- 
body that had a mind to divert himſelf, 
by putting you in a fright; and he did 
very well not to follow you hither, for we 
ſhould at leaft have' cut off both his ears, 
No, no, anſwer'd I, it was not one that 
run after me in jeſt ; it was a great rogue 
who wanted to ſtrip. me, and I am ſure he 
is ſtill waiting for me in the ſtreet. He 
ſhall wait for you then a good while, ſaid 
the cook, for you ſhall ſtay here till to- 
morrow, you ſhall both ſup here, and lie 
RE 


7 
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I was tranſported with joy, on hearing 
theſe laſt words; and it was a delightful 
ſight to me, when being conducted into 
the kitchen by maſter Diego, 1 ſaw the 
preparations for his grace*s Supper. I rec- 
koned up fifteen perſons that were. em- 


ployed about it, but could not number all 
the diſhes: that I ſaw before me, ſo well had 


providence. taken care to provide for the 
archbiſhop's family. Then it was, that 
having the full Scent of the ragouts, which 
I had before only ſmelt at a diſtance, I 
began to underſtand high living. I had 
the - honour then to ſup and lie that 


night with the Scullions ; into whoſe fa- 


vour I inſinuated myſelf fo far, that next 
Day, when I went to thank maſter Diego, 
for having ſo generouſly afforded me re- 
fuge, he ſaid to me, our Scullions have 
all told me .they ſhould be overjoyed. to 
have you for their companion, they are 
ſo highly delighted with your good hu- 

mour._z on the other hand, ſhould you be 


willing to be their comrade : I anſwered, 


that if I were once ſo happy, I ſhould think 
myſelf at the height of my wiſhes, Since 
it is ſo, friend, reſumed he, look upon 
yourſelf from this moment as one of the 
officers of the archbiſhop's family. Ha- 
ving thus ſaid, he took me with him, and 


F me to the Major- Domo, who, by 


my 


-- 
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my fprightly look, judged me worthy of 


being received into the number of the 
lick-diſhes, - 


No ſooner was I in poſſeſſion of this ſo 
honourable employment, but maſter Die- 


a go, according to the laudable cuſtom of 


cooks of great houſes, who always ſend 
plenty of proviſion ſecretly to theſe favou- 
rites, choſe me out, to carry to a gentle- 
woman in the neighbourhood, ſometimes 
Joins of veil, fometimes wild fowls, and 
ſometimes tame. This good lady was a 
widow about thirty years of age, very 


- handſome, and very ſprightly; and one 


who looked very much, as if ſhe was not 


ſtrictly faithful to her kind provider. Ma- 


ſter Diego, however, was not contented 
with ſupplying her with meat, bread, ſu- 


gar, and oyl; he likewiſe ſent her in good 


ſtore of wine, and all this at the . 
of his grace the archbiſhop. 

JT compleatly ook off dulneſs in his 
grace's Pe, where I plaid a pretty 
arch prank, which is ſtill very much talk'd 
off at Seville. The pages, and ſome other 
domeſticks, in order to celebrate the an- 
niverſary of the archbiſhop's birth-day, 


bethought themſelves of acting a play. They 


piteh'd upon that of Banevidex, and as they 
wanted a boy of my age, to repreſent the 
young king of _ they caſt their eyes 
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upon me. The major domo, who Valied 
himſelf upon being a maſter. of oratory, 
took upon himſelf to inſtruct me; and 
after having given me ſome leſſons, averr*d 
I ſhould not be the worſt actor in the com. 
OA his grace was at the whole expence 
of the entertainment, no coſt was ſpared 
to render it magnificent; a ſtage 'was 
built up in the largeſt hall in the palace, 
which wanted for no decorations. A- 
mongſt the reſt, a bed of green turf was 
prepared between the ſide- ſcenes, upon 
which I was to appear ſleeping, when the 
Moors ſhould come to take me priſoner. 
The actors having all got their parts ready 
before the day appointed, the archbiſhop 
did not fail to invite all the perſons 
of the heſt faſhion of both ſexes in 
that city, to be preſent at the repreſen- 
tation. | e 
THaT day being come, each actor was 
wholly taken up with the thoughts of 


his dreſs; as for mine it was brought me 


by a taylor, accompanied by our major 
domo, who having given himſelf the trouble 
to hear me rehearſe my part, took a 
pleaſure in ſeeing his pupil ſet off to the 
beſt advantage, The taylor then put me 
on a robe of blue velvet, trimm'd with 
a rich gold lace, and buttons of the _ 
An 
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= * off with a large ſleeve, whoſe cuffs 
were weighed almoſt down to the ground 
by a broad fringe of the fame metal. 
7 his done, the Major- Domo himſelf placed 
a crown upon my head, which, tho? made 
but of paſte-board, was covered over with 


fine pearl, intermixed with a number of 


falſe diamonds. Beſides this, he put me 
on a roſe- coloured ſilk girdle wid ſilver 


flowers, and every addition they made to 


my dreſs, methought they were faſtening 


me on wings to fly away with, and begone. 


In a word, the play began about the 
cloſe of day ; I opened the Scene with, a 
long Speech in verſe, which concluded 
with ſaying, * that not being able to keep 
** mylclf trom the charms of ſleep, I was 
going to give way to its pleaſing vio- 
&« lence.” Having thus faid, I retired be- 
hind the Scenes, and laid me down upon 


the turf-bed that was there prepared for 


me. But inſtead of ſleeping there, I be-. 


gan to conſider how I ſhould get to the 


ſtreet, and walk off with my royal robes. 
A little pair of  back-ſtairs which went 
under the ſtage, and into the hall, ſeemed 
to me very proper for the execution of 


my deſign. I got up then nimbly, and 
finding no body obſerved me, ran down the 


ſtairs into the hall, got to the door, and 


cried, Make away, make away, I am going to 


3 hang 2 
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change my ares. Upon this every one fell 
back, to give me room, ſo that in leſs than 
two minutes, I got ſafe out of the palace, 
and ran to the houſe of the bully . before- 
mentioned, my acquaintance. 

He was ſurprized to the laſt degree, 
to ſee me in ſuch a magnificent dreſs; but 
I ſoon recovered him from it, by telling 
him the whole ſtory, at which he laugh- 
ed heartily. Then embracing me, with 
ſo much the more. joy, becauſe he flatter- 
ed himſelf with the hopes of ſharing: in 
the king of Leon's ſpoils; he congratu- 
lated me'on my having done ſuch a no- 
table exploit, and told me, if I did not 
degenerate for the time to come, I ſhould 
one day make ſome noiſe in the world by 
my ingenuity. 

AFTER having diverted ourſclyes high- 
ly, and diſpelled the ſpleen, I aſked the 
brayo, what we ſhould do with my rich 
habit? let that not trouble you, ſaid; he; 
I know an honeſt broker, who, without 
expreſſing the leaſt curioſity, buys any 
thing that is offered him, provided he can 
find his own account therein; I will go to 
him to-morrow morning, and bring him 
hither to you. Accor dingly, next day, the 

bravo went out very early in the morning 
leaving me in bed, and returned two hours 
afterwards with the broker, who, had un- 
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der her arm a bundle, wrapt up in a yel- 
low cloth. 


FRI No, ſaid he to me, I have here brought 
you Signior Nagneꝝ of Segovia, who not- 


withſtanding the ill example of his bre- 


«thren, piques himſelf upon being a man 
of the moſt ſcrupulous integrity: He will 
immediately tell you to a Maravedi the 
worth of the cloaths you have a mind to 

art with, and you may truſt to his va- 
g Oh ! for that matter, ſays this 
ſaint of a broker, I ſhould be a ſad vil- 
lain indeed, to rate things at leſs than 
their full value; that is what Bagnez of 
Segovia has never yet been reproached with, 
God be thanked, and what he never ſhall 
be reproached with. Let us ſee a little, 
purſued he, the cloaths you have a mind 
to ſell, I will tell you, on my conſcience, 


tte full worth of them. Here they are, 


{aid the bravo, holding them out to him, 
confeſs truly that nothing can be more 
magnificent ; obſerve well the beauty of 
this Genoa velvet, and the richneſs of theſe 
trimmings. * 

I am charm'd with them, to the laſt 
degree, anſwer'd the conſcientious bro- 
ker, after having examined the cloaths 
with the greateſt attention; nothing can 
be finer. And what think you of the 
pearls that adorn this crown, reſum'd 

my 


my pretended friend? If they were ſome- 


thing rounder, ſaid. Nagnez, they would 
be ineſtimable, and T am as well pleaſed, 
with them as the reſt, I tell the truth ho- 
neſtly, continued he; a rogue of a broker, 
in my place, would affect to deſpiſe the 
goods, on purpoſe to have them at a low 
price, and would not be aſhamed to offer 
you but twenty piſtoles; but I, who am 
a man of honour, will give you forty for 
them. - #4, | | 
Hap Ybagnez faid a hundred, he would 


not have been a juſt appraiſer, ſince the 


pearls alone were well worth two hundred 
_ nevertheleſs, the bravo, who had an un- 
derſtanding with him, cried out: See how 
fortunate you are to fall into the hands of 
fuch an honeſt man. Signior Thagnez values 
things as if he were to die the next mo- 
ment. That is very true, ſaid the broker; 
accordingly, I am always at a word, never 


bate a farthing of what I aſk, or give a 


doit more than I bid at firſt, Well, purſued 
he, is it a bargain? Shall J tell out the 
money? Stay a little, ſaid my hopeful ac- 
quaintance, my little friend muſt firft try 


on the cloaths I made you bring here for 
him, I am much miſtaken if they don't fit 


nim to a hair, Then the broker untying 


his bundle, ſhew'd me a ſuit of cloaths, 


which was indeed of a fine dark colour'd 
G 2 cloth 
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cloth with Glver- buttons, but balf worn 
out. I got up to try on this rare purchaſe, 


which, when I had done, although it was 
both too long and too big for me, theſe 


gentlemen vowed it looked as if it had been 
made on purpoſe, it fitted me fo exactly. 
Zbagnez valued them at ten piſtoles, and, as 


he was always at a word, J was obliged to 
ſubmit to it: inſomuch, that he pulled out 


his purſe, told out thirty piſtoles upon the ta- 
ble, and then bundled up my royal robes, 
and crown, and walked off with them. 


As ſoon as he was gone, ſays the bully 
to me very gravely, I am mighty well ſa- 
tisfied with this. broker: and indeed he 
had reaſon ſo to be; for I am ſure he had 
at leait an hundred piſtoles of him, for help- 
ing him to ſuch a bubble. However, 
not ſatisfied with that, he took without any 
ceremony, half the money upon the ta- 
ble, and leaving me the other; my dcar 


Scipio, purſued: he, with theſe fifteen pi- 


ſtoles remaining, I adviſe you immediately 
to make all the haſte imaginable out of this 
city, where you may eaſily judge that a 
narrow ſearch will be made for you by his 
grace the archbiſhop's order. I ſhould 
be mortified to the laſt degree, after your 
having ſignalized yourſelf by an action 
that will do honour to your hiſtory, to 
have you fooliſhly run yourſelf into a pri- 

8 Jon, 
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ſon. I anſwered; that 1 had: refolved from 
the firſt to leave Seville as fooh as poſſible, 
as, in effect, I did, after having bought a 
hat, and ſome ſhirts; ſteering my courſe 
along that vaſt and delicious country, which 
leads between numberleſs vineyards and 
olive trees, to the ancient city of Carmona, | 
and three days after I arrived at Cordova. 
I took up my lodging at an inn, juſt at 
the entrance into the great ſquare, that is 
inhabited by the merchants z and gave 
felf out for a young lad of a good Jay 
at Toledo, who, was travelling 2 his plea» 
fure, I was well enough dreſß'd 5 to | 
have this ſuſpected as falſe, and ſome pi- 
ſtoles which I took care to let my landlord 
fee, as it were by chance, fully- perſuaded 
him, that it was true. Perhaps alſo my 
tender years might make him think me 
ſome young libertine, Who was roving 
about after having robbed his parents. 
HowEvER that be, he did not ſeem cu- 
rious to know any more of me, than I was 
willing to tell him; for fear, probably, 
that his curioſity could oblige me to change 
my lodging. For ſix reals a day a man- 
might live very well in this inn, which 
was generally frequented by a pretty deal of 
company, I reckoned up twelve perſons. 
at ſupper that night. What is moſt di- 
verting is, that every body plied his Jaws- 
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very ſtrenuouſly without ſaying ſo much as 
a word, excepting one man, whoſe tongue 


running perpetually, at random, made a- 
mends by its chattering for the ſilence of 
the reſt, He ſet up for a wit, told abun- 


dance of ſtories, and rack*d his brains for 


jeſts to divert the company, who indeed 
every now and then would burſt into a 
laughter ; but in reality not ſo much to 
applaud his flights, as in deriſion of 
them. | 

As for my part, I took ſo little notice 
of this original's diſcourſe, that I ſhould 
have riſen from dinner, without being able 


to give the lcalt account of it, if he had not 


found the means to intereſt me therein: 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, juſt as we had din'd, 


I reſerve for the laſt bit one of the moſt di- 


verting ſtories in the world ; *tis of an 
adventure that happen'd not many days 
ago, at the archbiſhop's palace at Seville: 
I had it from a batchelor of my acquain- 
tance, who ſays he was an cye-witneſs 
thereof. Theſe words gave me ſome un- 
eaſineſs; I did not in the leaſt doubt but 
this was my adventure; nor was I deceiv- 
ed: He gave an exact account thereof, 
and even informed me of what I was before 
a ſtranger to, viz, what happen'd in the 
archbiſhop*s palace, after my flight, which 
was as follows. | ; 


: 
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I had. not made my eſcape: many mi- 
-nutes, when the Moors, who, according, 
to the play, were to carry me off, came 
upon the ſtage, with deſign to furprize. 
me upon my turf-bed, where they thought 
to find me counterfeiting ſleep; but When 
they would have ruſh'd upon his majeſty 
of Leon, they were infinitely ſurprized to 

ſee neither king nor kern. Immediately 
the play was at a ſtand ; all the actors are 
in confuſion; one calls me, another runs 
every where to look for me; a third makes 

a horrid out- cry; and a fourth wiſhes me 

with ten thouſand devils ; when the arch- 
biſhop perceiving there was ſome ſtrange 

diſorder and uproar behind: the ſcenes, 
call'd out to know the reaſon, On hearing 
his grace's voice, a page, who play'd the* 
part of the Gracioſo, came out, and faid 
You need not fear, my lord, the Moors 
taking the king of Leon pri ſoner, he has 
juſt made his eſcape with his royal robes. 
Heaven be prais'd, anſwer'd the archbi- 
ſnop! he has done perfectly well, to 
run from the enemies of our religion, 
and get away from the chains they were 
preparing for him: He is returned, no 
doubt, to Leon, the capital of his king. 
dom; may he arrive there without any . 
niſter accident. As for the reſt,” I forbic 
any one to purſue him; I ſhould. be very 
| G 4 ſorry 
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lorry to have his majeſty receive any mor- 


titication on my account. Having thus 
ſaid, the prelate ordered them to read 
4 my part, and go on with the play. 

Ti | 

19 | es 


"© HAR. 
De ſequel of the hiftory of Scipio. 


0 long as my money laſted, my land- 
| lord ſhew*d me s of re- 
5 C Peck; but the moment he perceived 1 
it had ſearce any left, he grew very cold, 
pick*d a ſleeveleſs quarrel with me, and 
defired me one fair morning to get out of 
his houſe. Accordingly I walk'd off very 
haughtily, and went into the church of 
the Dominican fryars, where whilſt I was 
hearing mals, an old beggar came and afk- 
ed my charity. I took two or three ma- 
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q ravedis our of my pocket, which I gave 
j him, ſaying, beg of God, friend, that he 
x would help me to find ſoon a good place; 
4 it your prayers are heard, you ſhall not 
Þ repent it, depend upon it, I will not be 
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ungrateful. 
AT theſe words, the beggar look'd up- 
on me very attentively, and anſwered with 
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a grave air; what ſort of place would 
you wiſh to have ? to be foot-boy, re- 
plied I, in fome good family. He aſked 
me then, if the thing required haſte ?” 
as much as poſſible, faid I, for if I have 
not the good luck to be provided very” 
ſoon, there is no help for it, I muſt either 
ſtarve, or become one,of your brethren.. 
If you ſhould be reduced to that neceſſity, 
reſumed he, it would be very grievous. io 
you, who are not uſed to our way of life ;. 
but if you was never ſo little accuſtomed 
to it, you would prefer our condition to- 
that of a ſervant, which, without diſpute, 
is inferior to beggary. Nevertheleſs, ſince 
you would rather go to ſervice, than lead, 
like me, a free and independant life, you 
ſhall be provided for immediately. As 
poor as you ſee me, I can be ferviceable to- 
you; be here to-morrow at. the fame: 
hour. W | 
[ took care not to fail, but went thither 
next morning to the ſame place, where I. 
was not long before I ſaw the beggar, who 
came up to me, and defired me to take. 
the pains to follow. him. I did fo, and he 
conducted me to a cellar, not far” from 
the church, which ſerved him for his a- 
bode. We went both down into the ſub-- 
terraneous dwelling, and ſeating ourſelves - 
upon a long bench, which was at leaſt an 
1 5 hun- 
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hundred years old, he broke ſilence, as 


follows. A good action, as the proverb 


ſays, never goes unrewarded; you gave 
me alms yeſterday, and that determin'd 


me to procure you a place, and that very 
ſoon, if it pleaſe the lord. I know an old 
Dominican, nam'd father Alexis, who is a 
holy man, and a great director: I have 
the honour to be employ'd by him on ſe- 


veral occaſions; and I perform what he re- 


quires of me, with ſo much diſcretion and 
fidelity, that, in return, he does not re- 
fuſe to uſe his intereſt for me, or for my 
friends, I have mentioned you to him, 
and engaged him to ſerve you; I will ac- 
cordingly preſent you to his reverence when 


* 


THERE is no time to be loſt, ſaid I to 
the old beggar, let us go directly to this 
good father; the poor man conſented, 
and carry*d me forthwith to father Alexis, 
whom we found in his chamber, writin 
ſpiritual letters. He immediately left off 
his writing to ſpeak to me, and told me, 
that at the beggar's requeſt he was willing 
to uſe his intereſt for me, Having heard, 
purſued he, that Signior Balthazar Velazquez 


Wants a foot-boy, I have written to him 


this morning on your behalf, and he has juſt 
ſent me for anſwer, that he will receive 
you implicitly on my recommendation; 
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you may go to him, therefore, this very 
day in my name; he is my penitent, and 
my friend, Hereupon the good father 
exhorted me for three quarters of an hour, 
to be careful in diſcharging my duty faith- 
fully: He expatiated chiefly upon the obli- 
gation I was under to ſerve Yelazquez with 
zeal ; after which he aſſured me he would 
take care to keep me in my place, provi- 
ded my maſter had nothing to lay to my 
charge. 

AFTER thanking the fryar for his good- 
nels to me, I went out of the monaſtery 
with the beggar, who told me, that Signicr 
Balthazar Velazquez was an old woollen- 
draper, a good natured downright honeſt 
man, and in plentiful circumſtances, ' I 
don't at all doubt, added he, but you 
will do perfectly well in his houſe, I aſk- 

ed then the way to the draper's, and 
went thither directly, after having promi- 
fed the beggar to be grateful for his good 
offices, as ſoon as ever I ſhould be ſettled 
in my. place. Being come to the. ſhoy, 
which was very ſpacious, I found two 
Journeymen, well dreſs'd, walking to and 
tro, and giving themſelves the airs of 
{mart fellows, till cuſtomers ſhould come 
in. I aſked them if the maſter of che houſe. 
was within, and told them, I had a me- 
ſage for him from father Alexis z on hear- 
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ing which venerable name, they made me 
walk into a back-ſhop, where the draper 
was looking over a great debt-book in his 
compting-houſe. I ſaluted him reſpect- 
fully, and told him, I was the young lad 
father Alexis had recommended to him 
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jor a foot-boy. Ah / child, faid he, you 
are welcome z it is ſufficient you are ſent me 
by that good man; I ſhall] hire you pre- 
zerably to three or four others that are pro- 
poſcd to me; it is a thing agreed on, your 
wages ſhall go on from this day. 

I had no need to be long with this good 
draper, to perceive that the character gi- 


ven me of him was very juſt ; he even 


teem'd to me an T/aelite without guile, ſo 
very downright honeſt, that I could not 
help thinking, it would coſt me a good deal 
of pains to forbear playing him ſome 
trick. He had been a willower four 


years, and had two children; a fon about 


five and twenty, and a daughter about: 
eleven. The latter being brought up by a 
ſevere Duegna, and directed by father A. 


lexis, walked in the paths of virtue; but 


Gaſper Velazquez, her brother, though no 
colt had been ſpared. to make him an ho- 
neſt man, was guilty of all the vices of an 
abandoned young libertine. He would 
ſometimes ſtay out for two or three days 
together; and if, at Li return,. his father 

thought 
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thought proper to rẽproach him wich lead- 
ing ſuch a looſe life, Gaſpard immediately 
obliged him to ſilence, by anſwering him 
with the greateſt haughtineſs and inſo- 
lence. 

Scipio, ſaid the old man to me one day, 
J have a ſon who is my only trouble; he 
runs into all manner of debauchery ; this 
very much ſurprizes me, for his education 
has not been neglected. I have provided 
him all the beſt maſters, and my friend, 
father Alexis, has us'd his utmoſt endea- 
vours to put him into the right way ; but 
all to no purpoſe, Gaſpard is turned a per- 
fect libertine. You will tell me, per- 
haps, that I us'd him with too much in- 
dulgence, as he advanced in years, and that 
is what has been his ruin. But that is not 
the caſe, he has been well chaſtis'd, when E 
thought proper to ule ſeverity z for as 
good-natur'd as I am, I can be reſolute 
when there is neceſſity for it: I have even 
had him ſhut up in a houſe of correction, 
and he is only grown ſo much the worſe ; 
in a word, he is one of thoſe incorrigible 
tempers, whom neither good examples, 
remonſtrances, or even chaſtiſement, will. 
reform: Nothing but heaven can work that 
miracle. | , 
Ir I was not much moved at the affiicti- 
on of this unfortunade father, at leaſt I 
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pretended. ſo to be. How ] pity you, Sir, 


fad I! a good man like you, deſerved to 


have had a better ſon. What would you 
have me do, child, anſwered he ? It has 
pleas?d God to deny me that conſolation. 
Amongſt the many cauſes of complaint [ 
have againſt Gaſpard, there is one that gives 
me abundance of uneaſineſs; it is the 
great inclination he has to rob me, which 
he finds but too often the means to ſatisfy, 
notwithſtanding my vigilance, The foot- 

y, in whoſe place you are come, had 


an underſtanding with him, which was the 


reaſon of my turning him away; I depend 
upon it, you will not ſuffer yourſelf to be 
corrupted by my ſon, but will eſpouſe my 
intereſts; I don't at all doubt, but father 
Alexis has recommended it to you very 
ſtrongly, I'll aſſure you, Sir, replyed I, 
his reverence exhorted me for an hour 


together, not to have any thing in view 


but your intereſt : But I can likewiſe aver 
to you, that I had no need of this exhor- 
tation: I find mylelt entirely diſpos'd to 
ſerve you faithfully ; and, in ſhort, I pro- 
miſe you a zeal, proof againſt all tempta- 
tions, | 
WrotveR hears but one ſide, hears no- 


thing : Young Velazquez, a perfect limb. 


of the devil, judging by my phiſiognomy, 
that I ſhould not be more difficult to be 
| ſedu- 
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feduced than my predeceſſor, took me a- 
ſide, and accoſted me in this manner 
Hark you, my child, I am fatisfied my 
father has enjoyned you to watch me; take 
care, however, what you do; I give you 
warning, that employment 1s not with- 
out its inconveniencies; you will find it 
very diſagreeable; if I once perceive that 
you are a ſpy upon me, I will cudgel you 
as long as there is any life in you; where- 
as, if you will join with me in cheating my 
father, you may expect every thing from 
my gratitude. Shall J ſpeak more plain- 
ly ? You ſhall ſhare with me in every prize 
we make together, I leave you to your 
choice: Declare this moment for the fa- 
ther or for the fon ; I will have no ſtand- 
ing neuter, 

O my word, Sir, anſwered I, you put 
me to it prodigiouſly ; I ſee very well it 
will be impoſſible for me to avoid taking 
your part, although, at the bottom, I feel 
within my ſelf a reluctance to betray 
Signior Velazquez. You ought not to make 
the leaſt ſcruple of it, rejoined Gaſpard ; he 
is an old miſer, who would {till keep me in 
leading-ſtringsz; a wretch who denies me 
what 1s neceſſary, in refuſing to defray the 
expences of my- pleaſures 3 for pleaſures 
arc ablolute neceſſaries to a man of me 
$5! an 


136 The HISTORY Book X. 
and twenty : It is in this light you muſt 
look upon my father. 

It is a done thing, Sir, ſaid . there is no 
holding out againſt ſuch a juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint; I offer my ſervice to ſecond you 
in your laudable enterprizes: But let us 
conceal our intelligenge very carefully, for 
fear your faithful aſſiſtant ſnould be turned 
out of doors. It would not be amiſs in you, 
methinks, to affect to hate me; ſpeak to me 
as roughly as you pleaſe before people; 
never mind the terms; even ſome cuffs 
on the ear, and a few kicks on the breech, 


will do no harm; on the contrary, the more 


marks you ſhew of an averſion to me, 
the more confidence Signior Balthazar 
will repoſe in me: As for my part, I will 
pretend to ſhun your company.z when 1 
wait on you at table, I will ſeem to do it 
with regret ; and when I talk of you to the 
journeymen, don't take it ill if I rail at you 


to the laſt degree. 


By St. Francis, ery'd young Velazquez 
at theſe laſt words, I admire you, my 
boy; you diſcover a prodigious genius 


for tricking. in one of your age; I 


draw from thence a good omen of our fu- 
ture ſucceſs. I hope, by the help of thy 


wit, not to leave my father a ſingle pi- 


ſtole. You do me too much honour, ſaid 
I, to rely ſo greatly upon my induſtry 
— 
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however, I will do my utmoſt-ro juſtify 
your good opinion of me; and if I don't 
ſucceed, at leaſt it ſhall be none of my 
fault. 

Ir was not long before I ſhewed Gaſpard 
that I was actually the very perſon he want- 
ed; and this is the firſt Service I did him; 
Balthazar*s ſtrong box was in the good 
man's bedchamber, at his bed's head, and 
ſerved him -as a- haſſock to kneel upon, 
when he was at his devotions. Every 
time I looked upon it, it rejoyced my ſight; 
and I often faid to it, within myſelf, Sweet 
dear ſtrong box, will you be always ſhue 
againſt me ? ſhall I never have the pleaſure 
of contemplating the treaſure you con- 
ceal ? As I went when I pleagd into this 
chamber, whoſe entrance was forbidden 
only to Gaſpard, it happened one day that 
I enter*d it unperceiv'd by his father, who, 
after opening and ſhutring again the ſtrong 
box, hid the key behind the hangings, 
not thinking himſelf obſerved by any one. 
I took good notice of the place, and im- 
mediately imparted this diſcovery to my 
young maſter, who embracing me with tran- 
ſports: Ah!-my dear Scipio, ſaid he, what 
is it you tell me? Our fortunes are made, 
my boy. I will get you ſome wax this 
very day, upon which you ſhall take the 
impreſſion of the key, and deliver it to 

me ;. 
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me; I ſhall find it no difficult! matter to 
meet with an obliging. lockſmifh in Cor- 
deva, which is not the leaſt ſtock'd with 
rogues of any city in Spain. 

Wu, ſaid I to Gaſpard, ſhould you be 
at the trouble of getting a falſe key made? 
Can't we have recourſe to the true one? 
Yes, anſwered he, but I am afraid that my 
father, either through miſtruſt, or other- 
wiſe, may take a fancy to hide it elſewhere 
and the ſafeſt way is to have one to our 
ſelves. I approved of his fear, and yield- 
ing to his opinion, prepared myſelf to 
take the impreſſion of the key; which 
was accordingly done, one fine morning, 
while my old maſter was gone to father 
Alexis, where he uſually made very long 
viſits, Neither did I ſtop there; I had 
recourſe to the original key, to open the 
ſtrong box, which being full of great and 
little bags, put me into an agreeable per- 
plexity : I knew not which to chuſe, ſo 
one an affection I found in myſelf both 
or the one and. the other, However, as 
the fear of being caught would not ſuffer 
me to make a long Examination, I ſeized, 
at all hazards, on one of the largeſt: 
Then having again locked the box, and 
put the key behind the hangings, I ha- 
ſtened out of the room with my prey, 

which 
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which TI hid in a little cloſet, where 1 lay, 
under my be. 

Havino performed this operation ſo 
ſucceſsfully, I ran with all ſpeed to young 
Velazquez, who was waiting for me in a 
| houſe which we had appointed for our 
rendezvous, and put him in raptures by 
telling him what I had done, He was ſo 
highly delighted with me, that he loaded 
me with careſſes, and generouſly offered 
me half of what was in the bag, which I 
refuſed. No, no, fir, faid J, this firſt 
bag is all for you alone; make uſe of it 
for your neceſſary occaſions. I will return 
immediately to the ſtrong box, where, 


thank heaven! there is enough. for both 


of us. In effect, three days after, I took 
away a ſccond bag, in which, as well as in 


the firſt, there were five hundred crowns, - 


of which I would accept but a quarter, 


whatever intreaties Gaſpard uſed, to in- 


duce me to ſhare them with him brother- 
like, 


As ſoon as this young man ſaw himſelf 
ſo fluſh in pocket, and conſequently in a 


condition to ſatisfy his love for women 
and gaming, he gave himſelf up entirely 


to them; he was even ſo unfortunate to 


be paſſionately fond of one of thoſe famous 
coquets, who, in a little time, can de- 
vour and ſwallow up the greateſt eſtates z 

and 
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and was fo profuſe in his expences, to 
oblige her, that it put me upon making 
ſuch frequent viſits to the ſtrong box, 
that at laſt old Ye/azquez perceived he was 
robbed. - Scipio, ſaid he to me, one mor- 
ning, I muſt intruſt you with a ſecret: 
Somebody robs me, my lad ; they have 
found the way to open my ſtrong box, 
and have ſtolen out ſeveral bags; this is 
what I am very well aſſured of. Whom 

ought I to accuſe of this theft ? Or rather, 
who but my ſon. can have done it? Gaf- 


pard muſt either. have entered my bed- 


chamber clandeſtinely, or you muft have 
introduced him thither yourſelf; for I am 
almoſt tempted to believe you an accom- 
plice with him, although you ſeem to bear 

a very ill-will to each other. Nevertheleſs, 
I. will not give way to this ſuſpicion, be- 
cauſe father Alexis has paſſed his word 
for your fidelity. I anſwered that, thank 
heaven, what was another man's, never 
tempted me; and I accompanied this lye 
with a hypocritical grimace, which ſerved 
me as an apology. 

In effect, the good old man never men- 
tioned it to me again; but nevertheleſs he 
did not ceaſe to involve me in his miſtruſt; 
and taking proper precautions againſt our 
felonious attempts, he had a new lock 
clapt upon his ſtrong box; and ever after 

carried 
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carried the key in his pocket. 0 By this 
means, all communication being cut off 
between us and the bags, we looked both of - 
us very bluely ; -eſpecially Gaſpard, who 
being no longer able to be at the ſame 
expence for his nymph, was afraid of be- 
ing obliged to viſit her no more. He had 
the wit, however, to bethink himſelf of 
an expedient, which helped him to rub on 


for ſome days longer; and this ingenious 
expedient was, to convert to his own uſe, 


under the pretence of borrowing, all that 
accrued to me, from the viſits I had made 
to the ſtrong box, I gave him then all; even 
to the laſt. piece, which, methinłs, might 
pats for an anticipated reſtitution, which 
I made to the old man, in the perſon of 
his heir. a 
Tu ar young man, when he had exday- 
ſted this his lalt refuge, conſidering that 
he had; no other, fell into à profound and 
gloomy melancholly, which 2 little and 
little diſtorbed his brain. He no longer 
| looked upon his father, but as a man who 
was the cauſe of all the misfortunes of his 
life; in ſhort, he fell into ſo violent a 
deſpair, that, without being reſtrained by 
the ties of blood, the wretch formed the 
horrible deſign to have. him poiſoned 
and not ſatisfied with communicating to me 
this execrable project, he even propoſed 
| / to 
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to me that I ſhould ſerve him as the inſtru- 
ment of his vengeance. At this propoſal I 
felt myſelf ſhudder with horror: is it poſſi- 


ble, fir ſaid I, you can be ſo far abandoned 
by heaven, as to have formed this abo- 


minable reſolution, What! can you be 


capable of an en upon the life of the 


author of your being? Shall they ſee you 


in Spain, on the very ſpot where chriſtia- 
nity is profeſſed in its greateſt purity, per- 
petrate a crime, the bare thought of which 


would ſtrike the moſt barbarous nations 
with abhorrence? No, my dear maſter, 


purſued 1, falling at his knees, no, you 


hall not be guilty of an action that would 


raiſe the whole world up in arms againſt 


you, and be infallibly followed by an infa- 


mous puniſhment. 

I faid abundance more to Gahpard, to 
diſſuade him from ſo black an attempt; 
I know not from whence I got all thoſe 
arguments of a man of ſtrict principles, 
which I made uſe of to combat his deſpair; 
but it is certain, I talked to him like a Sa- 


lamanca Doctor, as young, and as much the 
Son of Coſcolina, as I was, Nevertheleſs, 


in vain did I repreſent to him, that he ought 
to recall his baniſhed reaſon, and reject 


cCouragiouſſy the deteſtable thoughts 
that had poſſeſſed his mind; all my elo- 
quence was to no purpoſe. He hung 


down 
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down his head upon his breaſt, and keep- 
ing a ſullen ſilence, whatever I could fay 
to him, made me judge, that he would not 
recede from his black purpoſe. 7 
HRE UPO, taking my reſolution up- 
on the ſpot, I deſired a private hearing of 
my old maſter ; with whom being ſhut up, 
ſir, faid I, ſuffer me to throw myſelf at 
your feet, and implore your pardon. Ha- 
ving thus ſpoken, I fell proſtrate before 
him in great confuſion, and my eyes 
ſtreaming with tears. The draper, ſur- 
prized at my action, and my diſordered 
looks, aſked what I had done. A fault 
{ heartily repent, anſwered I, and with 
which I ſhall always reproach myſelf, as 
long as I live, I have had the weakneſs 
to hearken to your ſon, and to aſſiſt him 
in robbing you. At the fame time I made 
him a ſincere confeſſion of all that had paſ- 
{ed upon this head, after which, I gave 
him an account of the converſation I had 
juſt had with Gaſpard, whoſe deſign I re- 
vealed to him, without forgetting the leaſt 
circumſtance. 

As bad an opinion as old Velazquez had 
of his ſon, he could ſcarce give credit 'to 
this diſcourſe, However, not doubting 
bur what J had told him was true; Scipia, 
faid he, lifting me up, for T was all the 
while at his feet, I forgive you, in conſi- 

deration 
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ſideration of the intelligence you have juft 
given me. . Gaſpard, purſued he, raiſing 
his voice, Gaſpard has a deſign againſt my 
life! Ah! ungrateful fon ! monſter, whom 
it would haveibeen better to have ſmother'd 
at his birth, than to have ſuffered him to 
live to become a parricide, what reaſon haſt 
thou to make any attempt upon my days, 
ſupply thee.yearly with a reaſonable ſum 
for thy pleaſures, and art thou not ſatisfied? 
Will nothing then content thee but my 
ſuffering thee to laviſh away my whole 
fortune! After this bitter, apoſtrophe, he 
enjoyned me ſecrecy, and bid me leave him 
to himſelf, to conſider what he ought to do 


on fo tickliſh a juncture, 


I was very much in pain to. know what 
courſe this unfortunate father would take, 
when the ſame day he ordered Ga/pard to be 
called, and ſpoke to him thus, without ta- 
king notice to him of what was in his heart, 
Son, faid he, I have received a letter from 
Merida, from whence word is ſent me, 
that if you are inclin'd to marry, you ſhall 
have the refuſal of a maiden about fafteen, 
and perfectly handſome, who will bring you 
a great fortune. If you are not averſe to 
this marriage, we will ſet out to-morrow 
at break of day for Merida; we will ſee 
the perſon propoſed, and if you fancy her 


of 
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of a large portion, and thinking himſelf 
already ſue of it, anſwered without heſi- 
tation, that he was ready to go the jour- 
ney; ſo that they ſet out next morning at 
break of day, only by themſelves, and 
mounted upon two good mules. 
Wu they were amongſt the moun- 
tains of '7efira, and in a place much valued 
by robbers, as it is dreaded by travellers, 
Balthazar diſmounted, and bid his fon do 
the ſame, The young man obey*d, but 
aſk'd, why he was to alight in that place? 
Jam going to tell you, "anſwered the old 
father, looking on him with an Jo 
wherein both grief and anger were pa 
ted to the life: We ſhall not go to on 
da; the marriage I mentioned to you, is 
nothing but a ſtory invented to draw you 
hither. I am not ignorant, moſt unnatu- 
ral and ungrateful ſon, Jam not ignorant 
of the black deſign you have form'd in 
your heart. I know that a poiſon, pre- 
par'd by your care and contrivance, is in- 
tended to be given me; but fool as thou 
art, could'ſt thou flatter thyſelf with the 
hopes, that thou ſhould'ſt take away my 
life in that manner, unpuniſhed? What 
a a miſtake! This crime would be ſoon dil 
cover'd, and thou would'ſt die by the 
hands of the hangman. There is, con- 
tinued he, a later w to fatisfy thy rage, 
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without expoſing thyſelf to an ignomini · 
ous death: we are here without witneſſes, 
and in a place where murders are com- 
mitted every day 3 ſince thou thirſteſt ſo 
much after my blood, ſtrike thy poignard 
into my heart, and my death will be im- 
puted to robbers. At theſe words Bal. 
thazat, opened his breaſt: here "Gaſpard, 
purſued he, give me the fatal blow, to pu- 
niſh me for having begot ſuch a reprobate 
as thee. | 
YouwNsG Velazquez, ſtruck with theſe 
Words, as if they had been a thunder- 
bolt, far from endeavouring to juſtify him- 
ſelf, fell down on a ſudden in a ſwoon at 
bis father's feet: upon which the good old 
man ſeeing him in that condition, which 
Kemed to him the forerunner of repen- 
tance, could not forbear giving way to his 
fatherly affect ion, but uſed his utmoſt en- 
deavours to bring him to himſelf, How- 
ever Gaſpard had no ſooner recovered the 


uſe of his ſenſes, than not being able to 


bear the preſence of a father ſo juſtly in- 
cenſed, he exerted all his ſtrength to get 


up, mounted again upon his mule, and 


rode away without ſaying a word. Bal- 
haar ſuffered him to be gone, and aban- 
doning him to his remorſe, returned to 
Cordoda, where, ſix months after, he heard 
that he had entered bimſelf amongſt the 
Car- 
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Cartbuſians at Seville, ro paſs the reſt of his | 
days there in repentüßce 


CHAP. XI. 
The cells of the Lafe f Scipio. | 


B AD examples ſometimes produce very 
good effetts ? the behaviour of young 
A brought me to make ſerious 

reflections upon my own. I began to 
reſiſt my thieviſh inclinations, and to 
live like an honeſt man. The habit I 
had got, of converting to my own uſ- 
all the money I could” lay hands on, was 
formed by ſo many repeated acts, that 
it was not eaſy to be overcome; never- 
theleſs I was in hopes of getting the 
better of it, imagining within myſelf, that 
in order to become virtuous; nothing more 
was wanting, but a hearty deſire of being 
ſo, I undertook then this great work, 
and heaven ſeemed to bleſs my efforts ; 1 
J ceaſed to look upon the old draper's 
ſtrong box with a covetous eye; I even be- 
lieve, that though it had depended' only 
upon me to have got ſome bags I ſhould 
| -. | not 
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not have done it: I muſt own, however, 
that it would have been imprudence, to 
have put my budding integrity to ſuch a 
dangerous teſt: Accordingly Velazquez 
took good care he would not put it to the 
Venture. 
Don Manrique de Madrano, a young gen- 
tleman, and knight of the order of Acan- 
tara, came often to my maſter's ſhop. He 
was our cuſtomer, and that one of our no- 
bleſt, if not one of our beſt; I had the 
good fortune to be agreeable to this ca- 
valier, who, every time he met me, would 


teaze me to ſet me a talking, and ſeem'd 


to liſten to me with pleaſure, Scipio, ſaid 
he to me one day, if I had a foot-boy of 
your humour, I ſhould think I poſſeſſed a 


treaſure; and if you did not belong to a 


man, for whom J have ſome value, I would 
ſpare no pains to entice you from him. 
Sir, anſwered J, you would not find it ve- 
ry difficult to ſucceed therein; for I have 
naturally an inclination for perſons of qua- 
lity; this is my blind ſide; their eaſy beha- 
viour charms me. Since it is ſo, reply'd 
Don Manrique, I will deſire Signior Baltha- 
Zar's conſent for taking you into my ſer- 
vice; I hardly believe he will refuſe me 
ſuch a favour. In effect, Velazquez did 
grant it him; and that with ſo much the 
more eaſe, becauſe he did not think the 

„ loſs 
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loſs of a rogue irreparable. As for my 
part, I was very glad of this change; a 
tradeſman's ſervant ſeeming to me but a 
ſhabroon, in compariſon of the ſervant of 
a knight of Alcantara, . 
To give you a true deſcription of my 
new maſter, I muſt tell you, that he was a 
cavalier of a moſt amiable figure, and 
one that was agreeable to every body, for 
the ſweetneſs of his temper, and his live- 
ly wit. Beſides this, he had abundance 
of courage, and probity z in ſhort, he 
wanted only a good eſtate: But being 
the youngeſt branch of a family, more 
illuſtrious than rich, he was obliged to live 
at the expence of an old aunt, who re- 
ſided at Toledo, and who loving him as 
well as if he had been her own ſon, took 
care to remit him what money was neceſſary 

for his maintenance. nn 
He was always genteely dreſs'd, and met 
with a good reception every where; viſi- 
ting all the Jadies of the beſt quality in 
the city; and amongſt the reſt the mar- 
chioneſs de Almenara, a widow of ſeventy- 
two years old, who by her obliging be- 
haviour, and the charms of her wit, drew 
to her aſſembly all the nobility of Cords- 
va: Both gentlemen and ladies took 
pleaſure in her converſation z inſomuchz 
+ Ga. 


150 The His ToRY Book X. 


that her houſe was named the rendezvous of 
all good company. 

My maſter was one of this lady's moſt 
aſſiduous viſitants: One night, when he 
was juſt come from her, he ſeemed to me 
to have a more lively air than was natu- 
ral to him. My lord, ſaid I, you ſeem 
very gay, may your faithful a aſk 
the cauſe ? has not ſomething extraordi- 
nary happened? The knight ſmiled at this 
queſtion, and confeſſed to me, that really 
his thoughts were all taken up with a ſe- 
rious converſation he had juſt had with 
the marchioneſs de Almenara. I wiſh with 
all my heart, ſaid I laughing, that this 
minion of ſeventy had made you a de- 
claration of love. Don't imagine it is 
a jeſting matter, anſwered he, for know, 
friend, that the marchioneſs is actually in 
love with me. Don Manrique, ſaid ſhe to 
me, I am neither a ſtranger to the narrow- 
neſs of your fortune, nor to the nobleneſs of 
your family; I have an inclination for 
you; and have reſolved to marry you, to 
put you in better circumſtances; it not 
being decent for me to enrich you any o- 
ther way. I know very well that this 
marriage will expoſe me to the ridicule 
of the world; that a hundred ſlanderous 
reports will be raiſed about me ; and in 
ſhort, that J ſhall be reckoned an old fool, 


that 5 
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that is fond of a bedfellow: but no matter 
I deſigu to deſpiſe all their tittle tattle, in 
order to make you maſter of an agreeable 
fortune. All 1 fear, purfued ſhe, is, that 
you will be averſe to complying. with my 
intentions. 

TRA IS, comtiliviediet my maſter; is what the 
marchioneſs has fad be to me; and I am the 
more aſtoniſhed at it, becauſe ſhe is. the 
moſt virtuous and moſt prudent woman 
in Cordova, Accordingly” I made anſwer, 
that I was ſurprized ſhe did me fo much 
honour to offer me her hand, ſhe who 
had always perſiſted in the reſblution of 
remaining always a widow: To which ſhe 
always replied, that having a conſiderable 
eſtate, ſhe was willing, during her life, 
to ſhare it with a man of honour, for 
whom ſhe had a value. In all appearance 
then, rejoined I, yo are determined to take 
the leap! Can you doubt it, anſwered 
he? the marchionels- is immenſely rich, 
with a generous ſoul, and abundance ap 
wit; I muſt have loſt my ſenſes to let 
ſtip a ſettlement fo much to my advan- 
tage. : 

I approved very much wy my maſter's 
deſign to lay hold on fuch a fine oppor- 
tunity of making his fortune, and even 
ad viſed him to do it out of hand, ſo much 
was I afraid of her changing her mind. By 
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fortune, the lady was yet more ea- 
ger for this affair than I; accordingly ſhe 
gave ſuch effectual orders, ihat the pre- 
parations for her nuptials were ſoon ready. 

As ſoon as it was known in the city, that 
the old marchioneſs de Almenara was about 
marrying young Don Manrique de Medrano, 
the Jaughers began to divert themſelves at 
the lady” s expence; but in vain did they 
ſpend their ſpirits in ſcurvy jeſts, they 
could not diſſuade her from her deſign; 
ſhe left the whole city to talk on, and fol- 
low'd her knight to the altar. Their 
nuptials were celebrated with a ſplendor 
that gave a freſn handle for detraction. 
The bride, ſaid they, ought at leaſt, in mo- 
deſty, not to have had this pomp and 
clutter, which does not at all become old 
widows that marry, young huſbands, 

However the marchioneſs, inſtead of comes 
ing aſham'd of being wife to ſo young a 
gentleman at her age, gave herſelf up, 
without reſtraint, , to the joy ſhe felt there- 
at, There was a great entertainment, 
with a fine concert, and the whole end- 
ed with a ball, at which all the nobtlity of 
both. ſexes were preſent. Towards the 
end of the ball, our new married couple 
ſtole away to an apartment, where being 
{hut in with a waiting- woman and myſelf, 

the marchioneſs addreſs'd herſelf, as fol- 
lows, 
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lows to my maſter : Don Manrique, this 
is your apartment, mine is in another 
part of the houſe; we will paſs the night 
in ſeparate rooms, and will live all day like 
mother and ſon. The knight was de- 
. ceived at firſt by this carriage, and belie- 
ved the lady. only faid fo, to induce him 
to have recourſe to a pleaſing violence; 
and imagining he ought in civility to ap- 
pear amorous, he went vp to her, and of- 
fer'd her very officiouſly to ſerve her as a 
valet de chambre; but far from ſuffering 
him to undreſs her, ſhe put him back 
with a ſerious air, and ſaid: Hold, Don 
Manrique, if you take me for one of thoſe 
doating old women, who marry again out 
of frailty, you are vaſtly miſtaken : I did 
not take you for my huſband, to make 
you buy thoſe advantages I have fecured 
you by our marriage- contract; no, they 
are the pure gifts of my heart, and all I 
acquire of your gratitude, is your friend- 
ſhip. As theſe words ſhe left my maſter 
and me in our apartment, and withdrew 
to her own with her woman, after havin 
abſolutely enjoin*d the knight not to follow 
her. F inen 
AFTER her being gone, we remained for 
ſome time amazed at what we had juſt 
heard. Scipio, ſaid my maſter, could you 
ever have expected fuch a ſpeech as the 
H 5 Mar- 
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marchioneſs has made me ? what do you 
think of ſuch a lady d I think, fir, an- 
fwered I, that ſhe is a woman without her 
low. How happy are you in having 
her ! 'tis having a perfect fine cure. For 
my. part, rejoinꝰd Don Manrique, I admire 
a4 wife of ſuch a valuable character, and: 
reſolve to make her amends by all imagi- 
nable complaifance, for the facrifice ſhe 
offers up to her delicacy. We continued 
talking of her ſometime longer, after which 
we went to reſt; I in a little bed in a 
eloſet, and my maſter i in a good down one, 
that had been prepared for him, where, 
believe, at the bottom of his heart, he was 
| 5 ſorry to lie alone, and to come off ſcot- 
ee. 

TRI rejoicings began again next day, 
and the bride ſeemed in ſuch good hu- 
mour, that ſhe gave full ſcope to the 
laughers. She was even the firſt to laugh 
at the jeſts they paſſed, and incited them 
herſelf to be merry, by taking with a good 
grace all their flights. Don Manrique alſo 
on the other hand, ſcemed no leſs pleaſed 
than his ſpouſe 3, and. one would have 
ſworn, by the tender looks he gave her, 
and his obliging way of ſpeaking to her, 
that he had taken a fancy to old age. In 
the evening the new married couple had 
another converſation, wherein it was a- 


greed, 
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greed, that, without putting any conſtraint 
upon themſelves, they ſhouſd both hve 
in the ſame manner as they had done be- 
fore their wedding. Nevertheleſs, this 
praiſe muſt be given to Dan Manrique ; he 
did in conſideration of his wife, what few 
huſbands would have condeſcended to in 
his place; he abandoned a little 890. 
whom he loved, and by whom he was be- 
loved again, reſolving not to hold à cor- 
reſpondence, which would ſeem, as he faid, 
an inſult to the delicacy of his wife's be- 
Er 75-07 Ri 
_Warrs>: he gave ſuch pregnant proofs 
of his gratitude to this old lady, ſhe repaid 
them with uſury, though ſhe was ignorant 
of them; ſhe made him maſter of her ſtrong; 
box, which was yet more valuable than 
that of Yelazquez. As ſhe had diſmiſſed 
ſome of her retinue, during her widow- 
hood, ſhe again put it upon the ſame foot, 
as it was in the time of her firſt huſband; 
ſhe hired more ſervants, and filled her 
ſtables with good horſes and mules ; in 
a word, by her generous behaviour, the 
pooreſt knight of the order of Alcantara 
became ſoon the richeſt. You will aſk me, 
perhaps, what I got by all this? I received 
tifty piſtoles from my miſtreſs, and a hun- 
dred from my maſter, who likewiſe made 
me his ſecretary, with a falary of four 
3 ST hun- 
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dred crowns a year; he even repoſed - ſo 
much confidence in me, * to ale me his 
treaſurer. N 

His. treaſurer}, cry'd. 15 interrupting 
Scidia, in. this. place, and burſting into a 
laughter! Yes, . ſir, anſwered he, with 
a cold and grave air, yes, his treaſurer; 


and I dare even aver, that I diſcharged this 


employment with honour. It is true, I 
may perhaps be ſomething in arrears in 
my accompts; for as I took up my wa- 


ges before hand out of the caſh, and was 
forced to leave Don Manrique's ſervice on 


a ſudden, it is not impoſſible but there 


may be ſome deficiency : Be that as it will, 
it is the laſt reproach. that can be made 
me, ſince 1 have been ever ſince full of 
probity and honour. 

I was then, purſued the ſon of Coſcolina, 
fecretary and treaſurer to Don Manrique, 
who ſeem'd as well pleaſed with me as I 
was ſatisfy'd with him, when he received a 
letter "alky Toledo, wherein , word was 
ſent him, that Donna Theodora Moſcoſa was 
at the point of death. He was fo ſenſibly. 
affected at this news, that he ſet out im- 
mediately ta ſce that lady, who had been 
as a mother to him for ſome years. I at- 
tended him on this journey, with only a 
walet de chambre, and one footman, all 
mounted upon the beſt. horſes in our ſta- 

bles, 
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bles, and we arrived at Toledo with the 


utmoſt expedition. We there found 


Donna Theodora in a condition to give us 
hopes ſhe would not dye of that illneſs 3 
and, in effect, our conjectures, tho' con- 
trary to the opinion of an old phyſician, 


who governed her, were not eontradicted 
by the event. 77 oF 3601 


WrlLsz: our good 4 aunt weeoviined her 
health viſibly, not ſo much, perhaps, by 
the virtue of the medicines they made her 
take, as by the preſence of her dear ne- 


phew, Mr. Treaſurer paſſed his time the 


moſt - agreeably that was poſſible, witk 
ſome young fellows, whoſe acquaintanee 
was very proper to procure him occafions 
of ſpending his money. They ſometimes 
carried me to tennis-eourts, where they 
engaged me to play with them, and not 
being ſo good a gameſter as my maſter 
Don Abel, I loſt much oftener than I won. 
I began to take a fancy to gaming inſen- 
fibly, and if I had given up myſelf en- 
tirely to that paſſion, it would doubtleſs have 
obliged me to take up ſome quarters 
before-hand out of the caſh z but, fortu- 
nately for me, love interpoſed, to fave 
both the caſh and my virtue. One day 
as I was paſling by the church de los Reyes, 
I perceived through a lattice, whoſe cur- 
tains were Open, & young maiden, who 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed to me not ſo much a mortal as a god- 
deſs: I ſhould make uſe. of a yet ſtronger 
term, if there were any, to expreſs bet- 
ter the impreſſion her ſight made upon 
me. T enquired after her, and, by the 
ſtrength of indefatigable diligence, was 
informed, that her name was Beatrix, and 
that ſhe was woman to Donna Julia, young - 
eſt daughter to the count de Polan. 
HERE Beatrix interrupted Scipio, by burſt- 
ing into a violent fit of laughter; after which 
addreſſing herſelf to my wife : Charming 
Antonia, ſaid the, look at me well, I beg 
you; haye not I, in your opinion, the 
air of a goddeſs? You had then in my eyes, 
anſwered Scipio, and ſince I no longer ſuſpect 
your fidelity, you ſeem to me handſomer 
than ever. After ſuch a gallant repartee,, 
my ſecretary went on thus with his ſtory. 
TuIs diſcovery added freſh fuel to my 
flame, which, to ſay the truth, was not 
then a lawful one; I imagin'd it would be 
_ ealy to triumph over her virtue, if I temp- 
ted her with preſents capable of ſhaking it; 
but I judged - amiſs of the chaſte Beatrix. 
In vain did I offer her my purſe and my 
ſervices, by ſome mercenary women, 
rejected my propoſals with diſdain. Her 
" reſiſtance did but add to my deſires: 1 
had recourſe to the Jaſt expedient, I of- 
tered her my hand, which ſhe accepted, as: 
Dar | 2 ſoon 
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ſoon as ſhe knew I was ſecretary and 
treaſurer to Don Manrique. As wel thought 
proper to conceal our nuptials for fore 
time, we were joined in wedlock kerry 
in the preſence of + Lorenza Sephora, go- 
vernante to Serapbina, and ſome others of 
the count de Polams domeſtics, No ſooner = 
was FE married to Beatrix, but ſhe pro- 
cured me the meatis of ſeeing her by day, 
and converſing with hey by night, in the 
garden, to which J had acceſs Xe a little 
door, ſhe gave me the key thertof. Ne. 
ver were a couple better fatisfied with each 
other than Beatrix and me; we waited 
with equal impatience for the hour of the 
rendezvous; we haſtened thither with the 
ſame eagerneſs z and the time we ſtaid to- 
gether, thoꝰ it was ſometimes pretty long, 
always ſeemed to us too ſhort. | 

Oxx night, which was as cruel to me, 
as the former ones had been agreeable, 1 
was very much ſurpriſed, on my entrance 
into the garden, to find the little door 
open. This novelty alarmed me; 1 drew 
from thence an ill omen, and turned pale, 
and trembled, as if T had foreſeen what was 
to befall me; and - advancing in the 
dark towards an arbour where I uſed to 
meet my ſpouſe, F heard a man's voice. 
J ſtopt ſhort, on a ſudden, to liſten better, 
w_ my ears were immediately ſtruck with 


theſe 


+ 
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theſe words: make me not languifh then, 


y dear Beatrix, complete my happineſs ; re- 
member that pour fortune depends upon it. 


Inſtead of having the patience to liſten a- 


ny longer, I thought I had-no manner of 
buſineſs to hear more; a jealous fury ſeiz- 
ed upon my ſoul, and breathing nothing 
but revenge, I drew my ſword, and en- 


tered ſuddenly into the arbour. Ah, baſe 


debauchee, cried I, whoever thou art, 
thou muſt deprive me of life, before thou 
robbeſt me of my honour, Having thus 
ſaid, I. fell upon the cavalier, who was 


| alking with Beatrix. He ſoon put him- 


ſelf in a poſture. of defence, and fought 
like a man who underſtood fencing better 
than me, who had only had a few. leſſons 
at Cordova, Nevertheleſs, as good a ſwordſ- 
man as he was, I made a paſs at him which 
he could not parry, or rather his foot 
ſlipt ; I ſaw him fall, and imagining I had 


- wounded him mortally, fled away as faſt 


as I could, without ſtopping to anſwer Bea- 
trix who called after me. 
Yes indeed, faid Scipio's wife, i interrupt- 


ing him, I called him to undeceive him; the 


cavalier with whom I was talking, was Don 
Fernand de Leyva. This nobleman, who was 
in love with my miſtreſs Julia, had form'd 


the reſolution to carry her off, think- 
ing there was no other way to gain her- 


and 
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and 1 had myſelf made him an appoint- 
ment in the garden, to concert meaſures 
for putting his deſign in execution, upon 
which he aſſured me my fortune depend- 
ed. But in vain did I call my ſpouſe, he 
fled away from me as ne an unfaithful 
Wie; . banal reno MAE 8 
Ix the condition 10 ay: alt in, lad 

Scitiog I was. capable of any thing; they 
who know by experience what jealouſy 
is, and what extravagancies it makes peo- 
ple even of the beſt ſenſe commit, n not 
be aſtoniſhed at the diforder it 

in my weak brain. I chang'd in a moment 
from one extream to the other; I felt the 
love I had for my wife, but a moment 
before, turned to downright hatred, and 
made an oath to abandon: her, and baniſh 
her for ever from my thoughts. Be- 
ſides, 1 believed I had killed the ca- 
valier, and in this opinion, fearing to fall 
into the hands of huſtice, ' I experienced 
that fatal trouble, which like a fury, pur- 
ſues every where the man who has been 
guilty of any ill action. In this horrible ſitu- 
ation, thinking only on making my eſcape, 
I never returned home, but went directly 
out of Toledo; without any more cloaths 
than thoſe on my back. *Tis true, T had 
threeſcore piſtoles in my pocket, which 


oy ſtyl a pretty good refuge, for a 
youn g 
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po W ropaled: eo himſelf ©. 
link ays in ſervice. , e. 
I walked on then all the r 8 
ſpeak more properly, L ran — having 
the dread of; the Aguazils always before 
my eyes, it gave me perpetually freſh vi- 
gour. The morning found me between 
 Rodillas and Magueda; and when I came 
to this laſt town, feeling myſelf a little 
weary, I went into a church which had 
juſt been opened, and after ſaying aſhore 
Prayers fat me down upon a bench to reſt 
me. I began thus to ruminate on the 
ſtate of my affairs, which had but too 
much ta employ my thoughts, but I had 
not time to make many reflections. I 
heard the church reſound with three or 
four ſmacks of a whip, which made me 
judge ſome muleteer was paſſing by. I 
roſe up immediately to ſee if I was not 
miſtaken, and when I was at the door, 
perceived one mounted upon a mule; and 
leading two others in his hand. Stop, | 
friend, faid I, where are you going with 
thoſe 'mules ? To Madrid, anſwered he, I 
brought from thence hither two good Do- 
minicans, and am returning back again. 
TRE opportunity that offered of going 
to Madrid, gave me a deſire of ſeeing it 
wherefore I made a bargain with the . 
teer, mounted one of his mules, and put 
Fes ON 
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on towards Mleſcas, were we where to lie: 
We had hardly got out of Magueda, when 
the muleteer, 4 man between thirty and 
forty, began to chant aloud ſeveral church 
hymns. He open'd firſt with the prayers the 
canons ſay at Matins, after Which he fang 
the Creed, as it is chanted at hig maſs 3 
then proceeding to the Vepert, he ſang 
them without forgetting even the Magni 
ficat, Altho' the raſcal ſtunned me, I 
could not forbear laughing, nay, I . 
urged him to go on, When he was obl iged 
to ſtop to recover his breath. Courage, 
friend, ſaid I, don't leave off, if hea- 
ven has given you good lungs}. you don't 
make an ill uſe of them. Oh! for that 
matter, not I, anſwered he; I am not, 
be thanked, like moſt of thoſe who ave 
the roads, they ſing only ſuch ſongs as 
are either ſmutty or -prophane 3 I don't 
ſing even any of the ballads on our wars 
_ the Moors; for at leaſt they are vain 
they are not lewd, -You have a mode- 
ſty and probity, replied I, that is hard to 
be found in muleteers; but with your ex- 
tream ſcrupulouſneſs about the choice of 
your ſongs, have you likewiſe made a 
vow of chaſtity in thoſe inns where there 
are pretty maids ? - Certainly, rejoined he, 
eontinency is another thing, upon which 
I value myſelf in thoſe places; I am 
wholly 
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wholly taken up there with the care I 
ought to have of my mules. I was not 
a little aſtoniſhed to hear this Phenix of 
a muleteer ſpeak in this manner; and think- 
ing him a man of honeſty and 'good-ſenſe, 
I entered into converſation with him as ſoon 
as. he had ſung his fill. 

WKE ng at I/leſcas about the cloſe 
of day, and when we got to the inn, I 
left my companion to take care of the 
mules, and went into the kitchen; I or- 
dered the inn-xeeper to prepare us a good 
ſupper, which he promiſed to do ſo well, 
that I ſhould remember all my life my 
having lodged with him. Aſk, purſued 


he, aſk your muleteer what ſort of a man 


I am. By St. Francis, 1 will defy all the 
cooks ia Madrid and Toledo to make an 
Ollapodrida comparable to mine. I will 
toſs you up to-night a ragout of young 
rabbits of my dreſſing, to ſhew you whe- 
ther I am in the wrong to cry up my 
{kill. Thereupon he pointed to a ſtew- 
pan, wherein there was, as he ſaid, a rab- 
bit already cut in pieces. That, purſued 
he, is what I defign to toſs you up. When 
I have put to it ſome pepper, and falt, 
with wine, ſweet herbs, and ſome other 
ingredients which I uſe in my ſauces, I 
hope to ſerve you a ragout fit for a Con- 

tador major. pt 
The 


Chap. 12. of GIL BLAS. 1635 

Taz inn-keeper, after having thus ex- 
tolled himſelf, began to dreſs ſupper: 
and whilſt he was 'about it, I went into 
a parlour, where lying down upon a ſorry 


bed, I found there, I fell a-ſleep being FE 


heartily weary, and having had | 
the night before. In about two hours, 
the muleteer came to wake me; maſter, 
ſaid he, your ſupper is ready, come, if you 
pleaſe, and ſit down at the table. There 
was a cloth laid in the room with two 
covers, we ſat down thereat, the muleteer 
and I, and the ragout was brought in. 1 
fell to it eagerly, and thought it exqui- 
ſitely reliſned, whether my hunger made 
me judge of it too favourably'; or whe- 
ther it was the effect of the cook's in- 
gredients. They afterwards ſerved up a 
piece of roaſt mutton; and obſervin 
that the muleteer touched only the lat 
diſh, but never taſted the other, I aſked 
him the reaſon of it. He anſwered with 
a ſmile, that he did not love ragouts. 
This anſwer, or rather the ſmile with 
which it was accompanied, ſeemed to me 
myſterious. You conceal from me the true 
reaſon of your not taſting this ragout, ſaid 
I; be ſo good as to tell it me. Since you 
are fo deſirous of knowing it, replied he, 
I muſt tell you I've an averſion to cram- 
ming down theſe ſorts of ragouts,. ever 


ſince 
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ſince on the road from Toledo to Cuenca, a 

great cat was ſerved me up in a ragout, 
imnſtead of a rabbit; this has given me a 
diſguſt to fricaſſees. 

No ſooner had the mulemer faid this, 
but, notwithſtanding my being infinitely 
hungry, my ſtomach failed all at once, I 
fancied I had been eating a cat palmed 
upon me for a rabbit, and I could no lon- 
ger look upon the ragout without making 
faces at it. My companion did not cure 
me of this ſuſpicion, by telling me that 
the innkeepers in Spain often made ſuch 
miſtakes, as well as the paſtry-cooks. 

This diſcourſe, as may be gueſſed, was 
a great conſolation; accordingly,” I had 
not the leaſt inclination to return to the 
ragout, nor even to touch roaſt meat, 
for fear the mutton ſhould be no more 
genuine than the rabbit. 1 got up then 
from table, curſing the ragout, the ,inn- 
keeper, and the inn, and Jaying down a- 
gain upon the bed, paſſed the night more 
quietly than 1 had expected. Next morn- 
ing early, after paying my landlord as li- 
berally as if he had uſed me very well, I 
haſtened away from Ileſcas, with my ima- 
gination ſtill fo full ot the ragout, that I 
took for cats all the living creatures s 1 met 


in My way, 
WE 


, 
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WIù arrived at Madrid in good time, 
where, as ſoon as I had ſatisfied my muſe- 
teer, I hired a room, ready furniſhed, near 
the gate, called Sun. gate. My eyes, tho“ 
aecuſtomed to the Beau Monde, were ne. 
vertheleſs dazzled at the vaſt concourſe of 
noblemen that 'are uſually to be ſeen at 
the court end of the town. I admired 
the prodigious number of coaches, and 
che infinite crowds of gentlemen, pages, 
and footmen, in the retinue of the gran- 
dees. But my admiration redoubled, 
when, going to the king's levee, I faw 
that monarch ſurrounded by his courtiers. 
I no longer wondered at having heard it 
ſaid, that one muſt-ſee the court of Mas 
drid, to be able to conceive all its magni- 
ficence; I was overjoyed at having come 
thither, and was affured, in my own 
thoughts, that I ſhould do ſomething ex- 
traordinary there. However, all I did 
there, was to get ſome acquaintanee, that 
were of no manner of ſervice to me. I 
ſpent all my money by little and little, and 
was at laſt very happy, with all my merit, 
in taking up with a pedant of Salamanca, 
whom a Rani affair had brought to 
Madrid, where he was born, and to whom 
I became known by mere chance. He 
made me his Fac-totum, and 1 went with 
11 | him 
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— 4 to his univerſity chen he returned 
thith er- : +344; F . 849475 
My new maſter was named Don Tenacio 
de Ipigna; he had aſſumed the title of Don 
on account of having been tutor to a 
duke, who, in gratitude, had ſettled a 
penſion on him for life :- he had another, 
as ſenior profeſſor of his college, and be- 
ſides, exacted every year a contribution 
of two or three hundred piſtoles from the 
public, by printing his books of Dogma- 
tical morals, His way of compoſing theſe 
works, deſerves very well my making 
| honourable mention thereof, He ſpent 
almoſt the whole day in reading er, 
Greek, and Latin authors, and in writing 
down upon a little ſquare bit of paper, e- 
very apothegm, or fine thought which he 
found therein. In proportion as he filled 
theſe bits, he employed me in putting them 
upon a file, in the ſhape of a gar- 
land, and each garland made a volume. 
What wretched books did we palm upon 
the world! not a month paſſed that we 
did not make at leaſt two volumes, and im- 
mediately the preſs groaned under the 
burthen of our compoſitions. What is 
moſt ſurprizing is, that theſe rhapſodies 
were publiſhed as novelties; and if the 
critics thought proper to reproach the 
author with ſtealing from the "_ 
e 
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he would anſwer, with a haughty impu- 
dence ; Furto lætamur in ipſo. | 
HE was likewiſe a great commentator 3 
and there was ſo much learning in his 
commentaries, that he frequently made 
remarks upon things not worthy of any 
annotations. As he ſometimes tranſcrib- 
ed paſſages out of Heſod and other au- 
thors (though very prepoſterouſly ) upon his 
ſquare bits of paper before-mentioned, I 
did not fail of improving myſelf, by be- 
ing even with this pedant; it would be in- 
grateful in me not to acknowledge it. I 
per fected myſelf in writing, by often co- 
pying his works; and though in treating 
me rather like a pupil than like a ſervant, 
he took care to cultivate my underſtanding, 
he did not neglect my morals at the ſame 
time, Scipio, would he fay, (when by 
chance he heard of any domeſtick who 
had play'd a roguiſh trick) take care, 
child, of not following the ill example 
of that raſcal ; a ſervant ought to do his 
duty by his maſter, both with zeal and 
fidelity: In a word, Don Ignacio let flip _ 
no opportunity of inciting me to virtue; 
and his exhortations had ſo good an ef- 
fect upon me, that I was not in the leaſt 

tempted to play him any trick, during 
the whole fifteen months that I lived with 

him, t 
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I have already ſaid, that Dr. de Tpigna 
was originally of Madrid; he had a rela- 
tion there, named Catalina, who waited 


upon the prince's nurſe. This maiden, 


who is the very ſame to whom I had after- 
wards recourſe to get the Signior de Santil- 
lane out of the tower of Segovia, having 


aà mind to ſerve Don Ignacio, engaged her 


miſtreſs to aſk a benefice, for him, of the 
duke of Lerma. Hereupon that miniſter 
preferred him to the archdeaconry of Gre- 
nada, which, being in a conquer'd coun- 


try, the diſpoſal of it is in the king, We 


ſet out for Madrid as ſoon as we heard this 


news, the doctor being deſirous of thank- 
ing his benefactreſſes before he went to 
Grenada. I had then more than one op- 


portunity of ſeeing and ſpeaking to Catali- 
na. My gay temper and caſy air, plea- 
ſed her; on the other hand, ſhe was ſo 
much to my fancy, that I could not help 


making ſuitable returns to the little marks 


of affection ſhe ſhewed me: in ſhort, we 
devoted ourſelves entirely to each other. 


Forgive me this confeſſion, my dear Beatrix, 


as | believed you unfaithful to my bed, 
that error ought to ſave me from your re- 


proaches. Sek, 
In the mean while, Don Ignacio was pre- 


| paring for his departure to Grenada; and 


his relation and I being frightened at the 
8 approach- 
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approaching ſeparation where with we were 
threaten'd, had recourſe to an expedient 
which prevented it. I pretended to be 
ſick, complained of my head and breaſt, 
and acted to the life a man oppreſſed with 
all the illneſs in the world. My maſter 
ſent for a phyſician, who, after having well 
obſerv'd me, told me plainly, that my di- 
ſtemper was of worſe conſequence than was 
imagined, and that, in all appearance, 
ſhould keep my chamber for ſome time. 

The doctor, impatient to be at his cathe- 
dral, did not think proper to put off his 


departure, but choſe rather to hire ano- | 


ther ſervant ; contenting himſelf with deli- 
vering me over to the care of a nurſe, 
with whom he left a ſum of mony to bury 
me if I died, or to reward me for my good 
ſervice if I recovered, 

As ſoon as I knew Don Ignacio was gone 
for Grenada, I was immediately cured of all 
my illneſs; wherefore I got up; diſmiſſed 
the phyſioian, who had fo much penetra- 
tion; and turn* off my nurſe, who robbed 
me of above half the money ſhe was to have 
given me. WhilltI acted this part, Cata- 
ind was playing another with Donna Anna 
d Guevara, her miſtreſs, to whom ſhe 
gave to underſtand, that J was admirable 
tor intrigues ; this put it in her head to 
chuſe me for one of her agents. This 


4 good 
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good nurſe, whom the love of riches in- 
duced often to undertake jobs, had need 
of ſuch emiſſaries; wherefore ſhe received 
me amongſt her domeſticks, and was not 
long before ſhe put me to the trial. She 
ſent me upon errands that required ſome 
addreſs z and without vanity, I did not 
diſcharge myſelf of them like a novice z 
accordingly, ſhe was as well pleaſed with 
me, as I had reaſon to be diſſatisfied with 
her. She was ſo covetous, that ſhe gave 
me not the leaſt ſhare, of the fruits ſhe 
reaped from my labour and induſtry ; ima- 
gining, that in paying me my wages, ſhe 
was generous enough in conſcience to me. 
This exceſſive avarice would have made 
me ſoon have left her, if I had not been 
with-held by the goodneſs of Catalina, who 
growing every day fonder of me than be- 
fore, at laſt propoſed to me plainly to marry 
her. | 
SorTLy, faid I, my charmer, that cere- 
mony cannot be ſo ſoon ſolemnized by us. 
J muſt hear of the death of a young per- 
ſon who has been before-hand with you, and 
to whom I was join'd in wedlock for my 
- fins. Tell that ſtory to ſomebody elſe, 
ſaid Catalina, you pretend you are mar- 
ried, to conceal from me, civilly, your be- 
ing loth to take me for your wife, I pro- 
teſted to her, in vain, that I ſpoke — 
| ut 
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but the truth, my ſincere confeſſion ſeemed 
to her a ſham; and being offended at it, 
the altered her way of behaviour to me, 
We did not quarrel indeed, but we grew 
viſibly cold to each other, and no longer 


regarded each other any farther than not 


to break in upon common decency and ci- 
vility. ” | 
Wurst things were in this ſituation, 
I heard that Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, 
ſecretary to the firſt miniſter of the 
crown of Spain, wanted a footman; and 
this place pleaſed me the more, as it was 
cried up to me,. as the moſt agreeable 
one that I could poſſeſs. The Signior de 
Sanlillane, ſaid they, is a cavalier full of 
merit, and a great favourite of the duke 


of Lerma ; and one who conſequently cant 


fail of puſhing his fortune very far ; be- 
fides, he is one of a generous ſoul ; 
in doing his buſineſs you will likewiſe do 
your own very well, you will be ſure to 
find your account in it, I did not ne- 
glect this opportunity, but went and of- 
tered my ſervice to Signior Gil Blas, for 
whom 1 found in myſelf a ſtrong inclina- 
tion at firſt ſight, and who hired me up- 
on my looks. I did not heſitate then in 
the leaſt upon leaving Donna Anna de Gue- 
Dara for him, and he ſhall be, if hea- 

14 Vers 
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ven ſo pleaſe, the laſt maſter I will 
have. N IKE 

HERR Scipio made an end of his ſtory 
after which, addreſſing - himſelf to me; 
Signior de Santillane, continued he, be ſo 
good as to teſtify to theſe Jadies, that 
you have always found me both a faith- 


ful and affeftionate ſervant.” I have need 


of your evidence to periuade them, that 
Coſcolina's fon has reformed his morals, 


and made his vicious inclinations give way 


to virtuous ſentiments. 

Yes, ladies, faid I, then, that is what 
I can aſſure you of; though Scipio in his 
tender years was a downright gipſy, 
and would let nothing eſcape his fingers, 
he is ſo well reclaimed ſince, that he is 
become the model of a ſervant without 
fault. I am fo far from having any thing 
to reproach him with, about his beha- 
viour to me, that I ought rather to own 
my having great - obligations to him. 
The night I was ſeized, and carried to 
the tower of Segovia, he ſaved from 
pillage, and depoſited in good hands, 
part of my effects, which he might ſe- 
curely have converted to his own ule : 


nor was he contented with ſtudying to 
. Preſerve my ſubſtance, but he came in 


pure friendſhip ro ſhut himſelf up with 
| me 
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a: in my confinement, preferring to the 
charms of liberty, the melancholly plra- 
ſure of ſharing in my afflictions. 


\ 


| The End of the Tenth Book. 
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CHAP, 1. 
Of the greateſt happineſs that ever befel 


Gil Blaſs, and of the melancholly ac- 
cident that put a 7 to it: of the 


i . changes that happened at court, which 
1 made Santillane return thither. 
_ 1/158 HAVE already obſerved, that 
1 Antonia and Beatrix agreed together 


perfectly well; the one having 
been ee to live like a re- 


1 ſpectſul ſervant, and the other uſing 1 
= ſe] 


Chap. r. F GIL BLAS. 177 
ſelf willingly to play the miſtreſs. Scipio 
and JI were too fond huſbands, and too 
well beloved by our Wives, not to have 
ſoon the ſatisfaction of being fathers: 
they became pregnant almoſt at the ſame 
time. Beatrix fell in labour firſt, and 
was delivered of a daughter; a few days 
after which, Antonia filled us all with Joy, 
in bringing me a fon, I diſpatched imme- 
diately my ſecretary to Valencia, to carry 
this news to the governor, who came to 
Elirias with Seraphina, and the marchioneſs. 
de Pliego, to ſtand ſureties for the children, 
taking a pleaſure in adding this teſtimony 
of his affection to all thoſe T' had already 
received from him. My fon, to whom 
that nobleman was godfather, and the 
marchioneſs godmother, was named Alpbon- 
%; and the governor's lady, being will- 
ing to do me that honour, ſtood with me 
to Scipio's daughter, to whom we gave the 
name of Serapbina. | 

Tux birth of my ſon not only overjoy- 
ed all the perſons in the manor-houſe, but 
the inhabitants of Llirias celebrated it alſo, 
by rejoicings, which ſhewed, that all the 
hamlet intereſted themſelves in whatever 
was a fatisfaCtion to their lord. But, a- 
lals | our rejoicings were of no long con- 
tinuance; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
they were turned all ona ſudden into mour- 


I'5 nings, 
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nings, tears, and, lamentations, by an 
accident, that above twenty years hath 
not been able to make me forget, and 
which will ever be freſh in my memory. 
My ſon died, and my wife, though ſafely 
— — of him, followed ſoon after; a 
violent fever carried off my dear ſpouſe, 
after fourteen months marriage. Let the 
reader imagine, if it is poſſible, the vio- 
lent grief that ſeiz'd me; I fell into a 
ſtupid heavineſs; and by being too ſenſi- 
ble of the loss I had ſuſtained: I ſeem'd as 
if I had been wholly inſenſible thereof. 
Five or fix days I remain'd in this condi- 
tion, nor would I take any ſuſtenance ; 
and had it not been for Scit io, I believe 
verily I ſhould either have ſuffered myſelf 
to have died with hunger, or ſhould have 
loſt my ſenſes. But this artful fſecre- 
tary had the addreſs to deceive my grief 
in conforming himſelf to it; he found the 
ſecret to make me take fome broth, by 
offering it me with ſuch a diſconſolate air, 
that he ſeem'd not to give it me ſo much 
to preſerve my life, as to nouriſh my at- 
fliction. 

Nok was this all; this affectionate ſer- 
vant wrote to Dan Alphonſo, to inform him 
of my misfortunes, and the melancholly 
condition 1 was in: That tender and com- 
paſſionate nobleman, that generous friend, 

| haſtened 
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haſtened away ſoon after he received it, to 


Tlirias; IJ cannot, without tears, call to 


mind the moment he appeared before me. 
My dear Santillane, faid he, embracing 
me, I come not here to comfort you; I 
come to lament with you the loſs of Au- 
tonia, as you would with me that of Sera- 
phina, ſhould the fates ſnatch her from 
me. In effect, he wept, and anſwered 
me ſigh for ſigh 3 as much oppreſſed as I 
was with my own ſorrows. Don Alphon- 
ſe's goodneſs affected me very ſenſibly. 
Tur governour had afterwards a long 
conference with Scipio, what mealures to 


take to alleviate my grief; and they both _ 


judg'd it neceſſary to remove it for fome 
time from Lilirias, where every thing 
continually brought the image of Antonia 
freſh in my mind: Upon this Don Cæ- 
ſar's fon propos'd to me, the taking me 
with him to Yalencia ;, and my ſecretary 
ſeconded this propoſal fo ſtrongly, that I, 
at laſt, accepted of it. I left Scipio then 
and his wife at my houſe, the fight of 
which, in reality, ſerved only to aggra- 
vate my ſorrows, and ſet out with the go- 
vernour for Valencia. When I arrived 
there, Don Ceſar, and his amiable daugh- 
ter-in-law, ſpar'd no pains to diſpel my 
melancholly ; they had recourſe, by turns 
| to all the amuſements that were moſt pro- 
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per to divert my thoughts; but notwith- 


"ſtanding all their officious care, I remain» 
ed over-whelmed with a deep. melancholy, 


from which they could not extricate me. 
Neither was it any fault of Scipio's that I 
did not recover my former tranquility 3 
he came frequently from Lirias to Valen- 


cia, to enquire after my welfare, and re- 


turned thither the more melancholy, or the 
more chearful, juſt as he ſaw me more or 


FJeſs inclin'd to admit of conſolation. 


Ox E morning in particular, he entered 
my room pretty haſtily ; Sir, ſaid he, 
with the air of one under ſome perplexi- 
ty, there is a report current about the 
eity, that concerns the whole kingdom 
it is rumour'd that Philip III. is no more, 
and that the prince his ſon has aſcended 
the throne, They ſay beſides, purſued: 
he, that the cardinal duke of Lerma has 


Joſt his place; that he is even forbid the 


court; and that Don Gaſpard de Guzman, 
eount a Olrvarez, is at preſent prime mi- 


niſter. I felt myſelf ſomewhat moved at 


this news, without knowing the reafon 
Why; Seipio, perceiving it, aſked me, if I 
was not at all affected by this great change. 
Why! how far, child, anſwered I, would 
you have me affected therewith ? 1 have 


left the court; all the changes that can 


happen 
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happen there, ought for the future to be 
entirely indifferent to me. 

Fox a man of your age, replied Colo 
Tinar*s ſon, you are wonderfully weaned from 
the world; were I in your place, I ſhould 
have a deſire to fatisfy my curioſity; 1 
ſhould go to Madrid, and there make 
my appearance before the young monarch, 
to ſee whether he would remember me; 
your (ſentiments may not agree with mine, 
but this is a ſatisfaction I ſhould give my 
ſelf, I underſtand you very well, refumed 
I; you would have me return to court, 
to tempt my fortune there once more z 
or rather to turn there again a covetous 
ambitious wretch. Why ſhould your mo- 
rals be again corrupted there, rejoined 
Scipio ? I have more confidence than you | 
have in your virtue, and I will paſs my 
word for your conſtancy and reſolution 
on this occaſion. The wholeſame reflec- 
tions you made upon the court in your 
diſgrace, leave you no room to appre- 
hend the dangers of it. Embark again 
boldly upon a ſez, with. all whoſe rocks 
and ſhelves you are acquainted. Hold: thy 
tongue, flatterer, interrupted I, ſmiling, art 
thou weary. of ſeeing me lead a quiet life ? 
1 2 my repoſe had been more dear 
to thee, 


HERE 
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HERE our converſation was interrupted 


| by the arrival of Dov Ceſar and his ſon; 


who confirmed to me the news of the 
king's death, as well as of the duke of 
Lerma's diſgrace. They inform'd me, be- 
ſides, that this miniſter having demanded 
permiſſion to retire to Rome, had not been 
able to obtain it, but had been ordered to 
go and reſide at his marquifiate of Denia. 
This ſaid, as if they had previouſly con- 
certed matters with my ſecretary, they 
advis'd me to ſet out for Madrid, and 
make my appearance before the new king; 
ſince I was not only known to him, but 
had even done him ſome ſervices, which 
great men are generally very ready to re- 
ward. For my part, cried Don Alphonſo, 1 
don't in the leaſt doubt but he will re- 
quite them; Philip IV. is obliged to pay the 
debts of the prince of Spain. I am of 


\ 


the ſame opinion, ſaid Don Cæſar, and I 


look upon Santillane's journey to court, 
as. an opportunity for him to riſe to ſome 
great employment: indeed, my lords, 
anſwered I, you don't conlider what you 
ſay ; one would think, to hear you both, 
that I need only go to Madrid, to have 
the golden key, or ſome other conſidera- 
ble employment. On the contrary, I am 
well ſatisfied, the king would not take 
che leaſt notice of me, tho' I ſhould ap- 


Pear 
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pear before him; I will put it to the try- 
al, if you deſire it to undeceive you. Fhe 
lords of Leyva took me at my word, and 
I could not avoid promiſing them to ſet 
out without delay for Madrid, As ſoon as 
my ſecretary ſaw me determined to take 
this journey, he was filled with an exceſſive 
joy; imagining I ſhould no ſooner appear 
before the new monarch, than he would 
diſtinguiſh me from the crowd, and load me 
with honours and favours. Hereupon 
pleaſing his fancy with the moſt flatter- 
ing chimera's, he raiſed me in his imagina- 
tion to the firſt poſts in the ſtate, and 
puſh'd his own fortune by the means of 
my advancement, I prepared myſclf 
then to return to Madrid ; not with the 
view of making my court there to for- 
tune, but to ſatisfy Don Cæſar, and his ſon, 
whoſe minds were prepoſſeſſed with the 
opinion, that I ſhould ſoon enjoy the good 
graces of my ſovereign, Tis true, I 
felt, at the bottom of my heart, ſome 
deſire to try if that young prince would 
call me again to remembrance. Drawn 
along by this curioſity, without either 
hopes or deſign of getting any advan- 
tage by the new reign, I ſet out for 
Madrid with Scipio ; leaving the care of 
my houſe and family to Beatrix, who was 
an excellent manager, ; 


CHAP. 
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e en of | 
Gil Blas arrives at Madrid, and appears 
at court, where the king knows him, 
and recommends him to his firſt mini- 
fter : The ſucceſs of this recommen- 


dation. _ =; 


| 
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E reached Madrid in leſs than eight 
days, Don Alphonſo having given us 
two of his beſt horſes, that we might 
make the more haſte. We went then di- 
rectly to a ready furniſhed houſe, where 
I had already lodged twice before, and 
there diſmounted ; and Vincent Forero, my 
* quondam landlord, was not a little pleas'd 
to ſee me again. 
38 As he was a man who valued himſelf 
18 upon knowing all that paſſed both at court, 
8 and in the city, I aſked him, what was 
3.8 the beſt news at Madrid, There is a great 
deal, anſwer'd he; ſince Philip III's death, 
the friends and partizans of the cardinal 
duke of Lerma, have taken abundance of 
pains to preſerve his eminence in the mi- 
niſtry; but all their efforts have been in 
vain; the count D'Olivareꝝ has got the 
better of them. Tis pretended that Spain 
loſes nothing by the change; and that 
this new miniſter is a man of ſuch an ex- 
tdeenſive 
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tenſive genius, that he would be even ca- 
pable of governing the whole univerſe > 
heaven grant it prove true. What is very 


certain, continued he, is, that the people 


have conceived a moſt extraordinary opi- 
nion of his capacity; we ſhall ſee, in the 
end, whether the duke of Lerma's poſt is 
better or worſe filled by his ſucceſſor. Fo- 
rero's tongue being thus ſet a going, he 
gave me a particular account of all the 
alterations that had been made at the 
court, ſince count D' Olivarez had been 
at the helm of the Spaniſb monarchy. 


1 went to the king's 


he was going to his cloſet, but he never 


looked upon me. I went. the next day 
to the ſame place, but was not a bit more 
fortunate; and the day after he juſt caſt 
his eyes upon me en paſſaut, but ſeemed 


hot to take the leaſt notice of my perſon. 
You ſee, ſaid I, to Scipio, who was with me, 
that the king does not remember me, or 


if he does call me to mind, he does not 
care to renew acquaintance with me; I 
believe it would not be amiſs to ſteer. 


our courſe back again to Valentia. Let 
us not be ſo haſty in our reſolutions, ſir, 
anſwered my ſecretary z you know better 


than I, that the only way to ſucceed at 


court 


[ * 
* 


Two days after my arrival at Madrid, 
apartment aſter” 
dinner, and placed myſelf in his way as 
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court is by patience. Ceaſe not to ſhew 


yourſelf to his majeſty ; by often placing 


yourſelf in his ſight, you will oblige him 
to conſider you more attentively, and to 
call to mind the features of his faithful a- 
gent to the fair Catalinnn. 
TRA Scipio might have no room to re- 
proach me, I perſevered in dancing the 
fame attendance for three weeks; at laſt, 
one day, it fo happened, that the young 
monarch ſtruck with my ſight, ordered me 


to be called. I went to him then into 


his cloſet, but not without being in ſome 
confuſion at being admitted to a Tete 4 


Tete with my ſovereign. Who are you, 


ſaid his majeſty ? Your features are not 
unknown to me; where have I ſeen 
you? Sire, anſwered I trembling, I 
had the honour to conduct you one 


night, with the count de Lemos, to 


Ah! I remember it very well, cried the 
prince, interrupting me, you was then ſe- 
cretary to the duke of Terma; and if I 
am not miſtaken, your name is Santillane. 
I have not forgot that you ſerved me on 


that occaſion with abundance of -zeal, 


and was but ſcurvily rewarded for your 
pains. Was not you put in priſon for 


that adventure? Yes, anſwered I, Sire, I 


was ſix months at the tower of Segovia; 


but jou had the goodneſs to get me en- 


larged 
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larged. That does not acquit me of what 
I owe Santillane, replied he; it is not 


enough that I had him ſer at liberty, I 


muſt make him amends for the troubles he 
ſuffered for my fake. — | 
Just as that prince had ſpoken theſe 
words, the count 4* Olivarez entered the 
cloſet : every thing gives umbrage to fa- 
vourites; he was aftoniſhed to find there 
one unknown to him, and the king re- 
doubled his ſurprize by ſaying : Count, I 
put this young man into your hands; 
give him ſome employment; I charge 
you with the care of advancing his for- 
tune. The miniſter” affected to receive 
this order with a gracious air, but exa- 
mined me all the while from head to 
foot, and was in great pain to know who 
I was: When his majeſty, directing his 
_ diſcourſe to me, and making me a ſign 
to withdraw ; go, friend, continued he, 
the count will not fail to employ you, 
both advantageouſly for my ſervice, and 
your own intereſt, N | 
HEREveonlT left the cloſet immediately, 
and rejoined the fon of Coſcolina, who, burn. 
ing with impatience to know what the 
king had ſaid to me, was in an inexpreſſi- 
ble uncaſineſs. He aſked me, as ſoon as 
I came up to him, whether we were to re- 
turn to Valencia, or to continue at court. 
| You 
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Tou ſhall be judge yourſelf, anſwered I; 
and at the fame time I filled him with rap- 
tures, by relating to him, word for word, 
the little diſcourſe I had juſt had with the 
young monarch. My dear maſter, then, 
ſaid Scipio, in the exceſs of his joy, will 
you believe me another time? Confeſs 
that the lords of Leyva and I were not in 
the wrong, to adviſe you to take a jour- 
ney to Madrid, I already ſee you in an 
eminent poſt; you will become the Calde- 
rona of count D' Olivareꝝ. That is what I 
don't in the leaſt deſire, cried. I, interrup- 
ting him; that poſt is ſurrounded with 
too many precipices to excite my envy. 
I ſhould wilh for an employment wherein 
I ſhould have. no opportunity of doing in- 
juſtice, nor of making a ſhameful traffic 
of my prince's goodneſs, After the uſe 1 
made of my paſt favour, I can't be too 
much upon my guard againſt avarice and 
ambition. Go, fir, reſumed my ſecretary, 
the miniſter. will put you in ſome good 
poſt, wherein you, may do your duty, with- 
out cealing to be an honeſt man. | 
Mon preſſed by Scipio, than urged by 
my on curioſity, I went next morning, be- 
fore break of day, to the count D' Olivareꝝ; 
having been informed, that every morn- 
ing, whether winter or ſummer, he gave 
audience, by candle-light, to all _— 
f . 
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had any thing to ſay to him, I placed 
myſelf modeſtly in a corner of the parlour ; 
and from thence examined the count as 
ſoon as he made his appearance ; .for 1 
had taken but little notice of him in the 
king's cloſet, I ſaw a man of a more 
than middle ſtature, and who might have 
aſſed for fat, in a country, where one 
ſeldom ſees any but who are lean. He 
was ſo round-ſhoulder*d, that I thought 
him hump-back'd, though in reality he was 
not ſo; his head, which was of an extra- 
ordinary bigneſs, hung down upon his 
breaſt 3 his hair was black and lank, his 
viſage long, his complexion olive, his 
mouth ſunk in, and his chin long and 
peaked, and very much turn'd up. | 
Sucn an aſſemblage of ill features were 
very far from making the owner a hand- 
ſome man; nevertheleſs, as I imagined 
him diſpos*d to oblige me, I looked upon 
him with indulgence, and even thought him 
agreeable. It is true, he received every 
one with an affable and kind air, and took 
very graciouſly all the petitions that were | 
preſented him, which ſeemed to ſerve him | | 
inſtead of a good mien. Nevertheleſs, | 
when I advanced in my turn to ſalute him, 
and make myſelf known to him, he gave 
me an ill-natur*'d threatning look, and 
turning his back upon me, without vouch- 
ſafing 
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fafing to hear me, returned again into 
his cloſet. I then fancied this nobleman 
more deformed than he really was, and 
went out of the parlour, very much con- 
founded at ſuch a ſavage reception, with- 
out knowing what I ought to think of 
. | 
Havi rejoined Scipio, who waited for 
me at the door, do you know, ſaid I, what 
a welcome has been given me? No, 
anſwered he, but it is not difficult to gueſs; 
the miniſter, ready to comply with his 
prince's pleaſure, has doubtleſs offered you 
ſome [conſiderable employment. You are 
vaſtly miſtaken, replied 1; at the ſame 
time, I told him in what manner he had 
received. me. He heard me very atten- 
tively, after which he ſaid : The count 
muſt not have called you to mind, but 
muſt have taken you for another; I adviſe 
you to ſee him again; I don't doubt but 
he will look upon you more graciouſly. 
J followed my ſecretary's advice, and 
appeared before the miniſter a ſecond 
time; when treating me yet worſe than at 
_ firſt, he knit his brows as ſoon as he faw 
me, as if my ſight had been painful to him; 
after which he turned his eyes off me, and 
retired without ſaying one word. 

T x1s behaviour ſtung me to the ſoul, ſo 
that I was tempted to ſet out directly on 

my 
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my return to Valencia; but Scipio did not 
fail to oppoſe this, not being able to re- 
nounce the flattering hopes he had con- 
ceived. Don't you ſee, ſaid I, that the 
count is reſolved to drive me away from 
court. The king has expreſſed an affec- 
tion for me, is not that ſufficient to draw 


upon me the averſion of his favourite. 


Let us yield, my boy, let us yield with a 
good grace, to the power of ſuch a for- 
midable enemy. Sir, anſwered Scipio, ex- 
aſperated to the laſt degree againſt the 
count 4 Olivarez, I would not quit my 
ground ſo eaſily; I would complain to the 


king of the little regard the miniſter has 


to his recommendation. Very bad coun- 
ſel, my friend, ſaid I; ſhould I take that 
imprudent ſtep, it would not be long be- 
fore I ſhould repent it. I don't even know 
whether I don't run ſome riſque in ſtaying 


ſo long in this city. 


Ar this diſcourſe, my ſecretary recollec- 
ted himſelf; and conſidering that, in ef- 
fect, we had to do with a man, who had 
it in his power when he pleaſed, to make 
us pay a ſecond viſit to the tower of Sego- 
Via, he began to ſympathize with me in 
my fear; wherefore, he no longer o 
led my deſire of leaving Madrid, from 
whence I reſolved to be gone the very 
Next morning, 
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CHAP. I. 


What hindered Gil Blas from putting in 
prattice the reſolution he had taken of 
leaving the court, and of the important 


Aru ce done him by Joſeph Navarro, 


SI was returning to my lodging, I 
met Joſepb Navarro, Clerk of the 
| Kitchen to Don Balthazar de Zuniga, and 
my old Friend, I faluted him, and ac- 
coſted him, by aſking, whether he knew me, 
or would be ſo good as to ſpeak to a 
wretch, who had repaid his friendſhip 
with ingratitude. You own then, faid he, 
that you have not us'd me too well? Yes, 
anſwered I, and you have a right to load 
me with reproaches ; I deſerve them all, 
if I have not already expiated my crime 
by the remorſe that followed it. Since 
you have repented of your fault, anſwered 
Navarro, embracing me, I ought no 
longer to remember it; on the other hand, 
I preſſed Fofeph in my arms, and we both 
re-aſſumed, for each other, our priſtine 
ſentiments of friendſhip. 

He had heard of my impriſonment, and 
the diforder of my affairs; but was igno- 
rant of all the reſt ; wherefore 1 EY | 

im 
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Rin of * even to the converſation I had 
with the king neither did I cone from 
him the ill reception I had juſt met with 
from the miniſter, nor my deſign of reti- 
ring to my ſolitude. Take care how you . 
do that, ſaid he; ſince his majeſty has ex- 
preſs d an affection for vous it is fit it 
ſhould be of ſome ſervice to you. Under 
the roſe, the count" D*Olivartz' is one of 
a very ſingular temper; he is a nobleman 
full of whims; ſometimes, as on this oe- 
caſion, he behaves after a manner that is 
quite ſhocking; and he alone has the Mey 
to all his irregular actions. As for tlie 
reſt; whatever reaſon he mays have for 
receiving you ill, keep here eloſt and flir 
not an inch; that ſhall not hinder your ma- 
king your advantage of the king's: good- 
neſs, that is what I can aſſure yo f 1 
will ſpeak two words this evening to Don 
— e Zuniga, my maſterꝭ who 4 Un- 
cle to the count D' Olivarex, and who ſhares 
with him the cares of the government: 
Navarro having thus ſaid to me, aſked 
- where I lodged, after Which we parted, 
Ir was not long before I aw him again, 
he came the very next day to my/Jodg- 
ing to viſit me; Sigmor 4 Santiilane ſaicd 
he, you have got a protector: my maſter 
is willing to aſſiſt you with his credit; up- 
on the good character I have given him i: 


K „ 
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you; he has promiſed to ſpeak for you to 
the count D\Olpvarez his nephew ; and 1 
don't in the leaſt doubt, 2 he will pre- 
pPoſſeſs him in your favour, My friend 
Navarro, teſolving not to ſerve me by 
halves, preſented me two days afterwards 
to Don Balthazar, who ſaid to me with a 
gracious , ait; Signier. de Santillane, your 
friend Foſeph has extolled you in ach 
terms, as have-gain'd me over to your in- 
tereſt. I made a low bow to Signior de Zu- 
niga, and anſwered, that I ſhould all | 
life be infinitely ſenſible of the 
tion Navarro had laid upon me, by - 
-ving-procured me the protection of a mini- 
. who was juſtly called the ligt of tbe 
council. At this anſwer, which flattered 
him ſo agreeably, Don Balthazar patted me 
on the ſhoulder, laughing, and added; 
You may return to-morrow to the count 
.D*'Olivarez, you ᷣ ill be better ſatisfied with 
bim. 

I made my appearance chen for the third 
time before the firſt miniſter, who having 
diſtinguiſh'd me amongſt the crowd, caſt 
his eyes on me with a ſmile z from whence 
1 drew a good omen. This looks well, 
ſald I to myſelf, the uncle has made his 
N hear reaſon. I now fully expec- 
ted a favourable reception, and accord - 
ingly my expectation was anſwered. The 

| + count 
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count, after having given audience to 
every one, took me with him into his clo- 
ſet, where he ſaid with a familiar air: 
friend Santillane, forgive me the. perplexity 
I put you in for my own diverſion; I took 
a pleaſure in making you uneaſy, to try 
your prudence, and ſee what you would 
do in your ill-humour. I don't in the 
leaſt doubt, but you imagined that you 
was di ſagreeable to me; but, on the con- 
trary, my boy, I muſt own, that your 
perſon pleaſes me very well. If the king, 
my malter, had not order'd me to take 
care of your fortune, I ſhould do it 
of my own inclination. Beſides, Don Bal- 
thazar de Zuniga, my uncle, to whom 
J can refuſe nothing, has deſired me to 
look upon you as a man, whoſe Intereſt 
he has at heart; there needs no more 
to determine. me to bind you to my fer- 
vice. | 

Tu is diſcourſe made ſuch a lively im- 
preſſion upon my ſenſes, that I was quite 
confounded ; I fell proftrate at the feet of 
the miniſter. who, having bid me get up, 
went on in this manner: Come hither again 
this afternoon, and aſk for my ſteward, 
he will tell you what orders 1 ſhall have 
given him. At theſe words, his excel- 
lency went out of his cloſet, in order to 
go to maſs ; whictt he uſed to do every 
as » day, 


0 
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day, after having given audience; and 
from thence he went to the king's levee. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Gil Blas gains the love of the count 
| D'Olivarez, 


"JT DID not fail going again to the firſt 
1 miniſter's, and aſking for his ſteward, 

who was called Don Raymond Caporis. No | 
ſooner had I acquainted him with my 
name, but ſaluting me with great marks 
of reſpect, Signior, ſaid he, be pleaſed to 
follow me, I will conduct you to the a- 
partment that is appointed for you in this 
Hotel. Having thus ſaid, he led me, by 
a pair of back.: ſtairs, to a row of five 
or ſix rooms, one within another, which 
made the ſecond ſtory of one of the wings 
of the houſe, and which were pretty mo- 
deſtly furniſhed. You ſee, fir, reſum'd he, 
the lodging my lord has aſſign'd you; 
' beſides which, you will have a table of 
ſix diſhes maintain*d at his expence; you 
will be waited on by his own ſervants, and 
there will always be a coach ready to at- 
SIC tend 
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tend you. Nor is this all, added he, his 
excellency has given me a ſtrict charge, 
to ſhew you the ſame reſpect, and ſce you 
ſerved with the ſame care, as if you were 
of the family of the Guzmans. 2 
War the duce means all this, ſaid I to 
myſelf? How am I to take all theſe di- 
ſtinctions? Is there no roguery in it; and 
has not the miniſter a mind to divert him- 
- ſelf a ſecond time, by ordering me ſuch 
an honourable treatment? Whilſt I was 
in this uncertainty, fluctuating between 
hope and fear, a page came to inform 
me, that the count enquir'd for me. Well, 
Santillane, faid he, are you ſatisfy'd with 
your apartment, and with the orders I 
have given to Don Raymond? Your ex- 
cellency's goodneſs, anſwered I, ſeems to 
me extravagant, and F give way to it but 
with fear. Why fo, reply'd he? Can 1 
do too much honour to a man, whom 
the king himſelf has intruſted to my care, 
and of whoſe advancement he has order'd 


me to be mindful ? No, doubtleſs, I perforne 


but my duty, in treating you honourably. 
Be no longer ſurprized then at what I do 
for you, and depend on it, that you ſhan” 
mils of a ſplendid and durable fortune, if 
you are but as devoted to me as you was 

to the duke of Lerma. CORY bo 
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Bur now we are talking of that noble- 
man, purſued he, they ay you lived with 
him pretty familiarly; I have a curiofity 
to know how you two came acquainted, 


-and what poſt you was in at that mi- 


niſter*s ? Conceal nothing from me, I re- 
quire a fincere account from you, I re- 


member'd then the perplexity I was in 


with the duke of Lerma, in the like caſe, 
and how I extricated myſelf from it; which 
I did now again very fortunately : That is, 
J ſoften'd in the relating ſuch ary as 
ſounded ſomething war and- paſſed over 
ſlightly ſuch places as redounded but little 


to my honour : I ſhew'd alſo ſome regard 


to the duke of Lerma, although I ſhould 
have done my hearer more pleaſure, in 


not ſparing him in the. leaſt, As for Don 
Rodriguez de Ca irate: I ſhew'd him no 


mercy; I enumexated all I knew of his fine 


exploits, in the/traffick of commanderies, 
benefices, and governments. 
War you tell me of Calderona, ſaid 
the miniſter, interrupting me, agrees very 
well with certain memorials that have been 
preſented me againſt him, and which con- 
rain articles of yet greater importance, He 
will be brought very ſoon to his trial, 
and if you wiſh him to fall under this af. 
fair, I believe your wiſhes will be ſatisfy'd. 
I don't, deſire his death, my lord, * 
tho? 
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the it was no fault of His, that F did not 
meet with mine in the tower of Segen,. 


where he was the cauſe of my ſtaying a 
pretty conſiderable time. Hon. cry'd. his 
excellency, was it Don Noderigo who was 
the cauſe of your impriſonment ? That is 
what I did not knom before Don Baltha- 
zar, to whom Navarro has told your ſto- 
x, inform d ime indeeq; that the late king 
had. you conkin?dz to puniſh you, for hav- 
ing carry'd the prince of n 
into a ſuſpicious place; but I know] no 
more of it, neither can I imagine what 
part Calderona had in this play. That of 
a lover, anſwered I, who takes revenge 
of an enemy for an outrage received. At 
the ſame time, I related to him all the 
particulars of that adventure, which he 
thought ſo diverting, that as grave aß he 
was, he could not forbear laughing,” or 
rather, crying, for pleaſure. Cafaling, 
ſometimes niece, and ſometimes grand - 
daughter, delighted him extremely, as well. 
as the ſhare the duke of Lerma had in that 
whole affair, 25. s 5 A 
Warn I had ended. my relation, the 
count diſmiſſed me, telling me, that he" 
ſhould not fail to employ me next day... 
L ran then immediately to the Hotel de Z. 
niga, to thank Don Balthazar for his go 
offices, and to give my friend Foſeph an 
| K 4 account 


—— 7 —— - - 
— — — HEY 2 
E 


account how . favourably. the firſt mieden, 
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of | the Ne ene Gil Blas bat: 


*0rth Navarro, and of the firſt buſt= 
"neſs in which the count D'Olivatez 
Pi at the "ing 1 
8 . as ;1 1 hs 1 told 1 
A with ſome e emotion, that I had abun⸗ | 
dance of news for him; upon which he 

carry'd me to a private place, where, ha- 
ving inform'd him of all that had paſ- 
ſe d, I aſk*d him what he thought of what 
he had heard. I think, faid he, you are in 
a fair way to make a great fortune; eve- 
ry. thing ſmiles upon you ; you pleaſe the 
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firſt miniſter 3 and, which ought not to be 


reckon'd as nothing, I can render you the 
ſame ſervice, as was done you by. my un- 
cle, Melchior de la Randa, when, you, enter d 
the archbiſhop of Grenade's palace. He 


b ſpared. 15 the pains of ſtudying that Pre; 7 7 


late and his principal officers, in diſcover- 


ing to you. their different humours ; ; ay I, 
| _ 


2 TY 
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after his example, will let you into the 
characters of the count, the. counteſs his 
lady, and Donna Maria de Guzman their 
only child. 

THE miniſter has a lively and penetra- 
ting wit, Proper for forming great pro- 
jects; he ſets up for a univerſal genius, 
bak he has a ſuperficial - inſight into all 
ſciences z and he believes himſelf capable 
of - deciding every thing. He. imagines-- 
himſelf a profound lawyer, a great cap- 
tain, and a moſt refin*d politician. Add: 
to this, that he is ſo opinionated of his owns, 

judgment, that he is bent upon always. 
following it, preferably to that of any o. 
ther whatſoever, for fear he ſhould ſeem to 
ſubmit to the underſtanding of any one.. 
Under the roſe, this weakneſs may have 
ſtrange conſequences, from which heaven 
preſerve the Span;/h monarchy. He ſhines in 
the council by an eloquence that is natural 
to him, and would write as well as he ſpeaks,, 
did not he affect, in order to give more 
dignity to his ſtyle, to render it obſcure, 
and too labour'd. He is very ſingular in 
his thoughts, and beſides that, caprici- 
ous and whimſical : But then he is gene- 
rous, and a very good friend. They ſay 
he is revengeful; but what Spaniard is not 
ſo? Beſides that, they accuſe him of in 
titude, for having caus'd the baniſhment 


E of 
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of the duke Uzedsa, and father Lewis Alia- 
ga, to whom he had, as they ſay, very 
great obligations; this again muſt be for- 
given him; the deſire of being prime mi- 
. excuſes a man from being grate- 
Donna Apnez de Zuniga è Velaſco, counteſs 
D*'Olivarez, purſued Foſeph, is a lady in 
whom I know but one defeft, which is, 
her ſelling very dear all the favours that 
are obtain'd by her means: And as for 
Donna "Maria de Guzman, (who, beyond 
diſpute, is now the beſt match in Spain) 
ſhe is a moſt accompliſh'd perſon, and her 
father's idol. Govern yourſelf according- . 
ly; make your court well to theſe two 
ladies, and ſeem yet more devoted to 
the count D*Olwvarez, than you was to 
the duke of Lerma, before your journey 
to Segovia, and you will foon become a 
great and powerful man. 

I adviſe you beſides, ſaid he, to viſit 
my maſter, Don Balthazar, from time to 
time; tho' you have no longer need of 
him to advance you, don*t ceaſe. to keep 
fair with him : You have gained his good 
opinion, preſerve his eſteem and friend- 
ſhip 3 he may ſerve you upon occaſion, 
As the uncle and nephew, faid I to Na- 
varro, govern the ſtate between them, is 
there never a little jealouſy between theſe 

wo 
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two colleagues? On the contrary, anſi 

he, they live in the moſt perfect veg 
Had - it not been for Den Balthazar, 
the count D'Olvarez” would not, perhaps, 
have been prime miniſter z for, 5 in ſhort; 
after the death of Philip III. all the friends 
and partizans of the houſe of Sandova 

left no ſtone unturn'd ; ſome to _ 
the cardinal, and others to prefer his ſon 3. 
but my maſter, the moſt artful of all. the 
courtiers, and the count, who is not leſs 
ſubtle than he, broke all their meaſures ; 
and took ſuch right methods to ſecure this 
place to themſe]ves, that they gain'd it from 
all their competitors. The cbynt YO. 
warez being thus become prime miniſter, 
has given a — in the adminiſtration to, 
Don Balthazar, his uncle, leavi ng to him 
the foreign affairs, and reſerving to:him-. 
ſelf thoſe at home; ſo that ſtrengthening, 
thereby the ties of friendſhip, that "ought 
naturally to bind perſons of the ſame. 
blood, thefe two noblemen, independent | 
of ach other, live in a good intelligence 
that ſeems unalterable. 

Such was the converſation 1 had with 
Teſeph, of which J hoped, in time to make 
advantage; after which, I went and 
thank'd Signior de Zuniga for what he had 
had the goodneſs to do for me. He an- 
ſwered me very " that he would lay 


_- hold 
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Oppor 355 that ſhould offer 
12 985 and than, he was very glad 
„d With , hew, d 
whom. 10 ee we, he.wouh ſpeak a- 
1 1 in m y favour, being willing. thereby, 


eaſt, aid, pe, to let me ſee he had my 
f intereſt at heart, and that, inſtead, of one 
protector, T had got two. Thus, did Don 
| BaltBatar, thro” pF. friendſhip for iNavax- 
70, ihtcreſt bimſelf in the. advancement of 
fortune, | 1 

ar} HAT very evening! 3 my ready far 
niſhed lodging, and went and took. poſ- 
ſeſſion of my apartment at the prime mi- 
niſter's, where 1 ſupp'd with, Scipio. We 
were both waired UPON, during that time, 
by his exceNeney” S % n .domeſtics,. Who 
whilſt we affected tc to ppt. on an impoſing. 
gravity, laughed perhaps i in their ſleeves, at 
the inforced reſpect they paid us, only by 
another's orders. When the cloth was ta- 
ken away, and the were retired, my ſe- 
cretary ceaſing g any longer to put any con- 

ſtraint upon himſelf,” aid a thouſand plea- 
fant an to me, ua which his gay 
hamour, and his hopes inſpired him. As 
for my own part, tho” [ was really charm'd 
with the ſplendid” | ſituation, wherein I be- 
gab to ſee myſelf, T dig not find in my- 
elf ah ny, affpolition to Tuffer. i it to dazzle 
wehte "Accordi ingly,-. as. ſoon as I was. 
in 
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mY 
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in bed, 1 fell quietly aſleep, without gi giving 
way in my mind to the flattering” des, 
with which 1 might have ſoothed 


imagination very agreeably. On the con- 


trary, the ambitious Scipio hardly ſlept a 


wink, he ſpent above half the night in 
hoarding up riches o Ronny His COIN 


5 Seraphina. (24) 004370 


I had: ſcarce 90 my — on net 


morning, before his excelleney ſent for 


me; I haſtened away to him immediately, 
and. bowing to him with great reſpect 


when I entered the room; come on, San- 


tillane, ſaid he, with a ſtile, Jet us ſee” 
a. little What you can do. You have told 
me, that the duke of Lerma uſed” to em- 
ploy you in drawing up memorials, I have 
now one which I deſign you for a trial 
of your ſkill; Lam going to tell you the 
ſubject: the buſineſs is to compoſe an 
artfu] piece, which may prepoſſeſs the pub 

lic in favour of my adminiſtration. I have 

already ſpread about a report that I found 

all things in great diſorder 5' we muſt now 

ſet before the eyes of the court and city 

the miſerable condition to which the mo-— 
narch is reduced; to this end you muſt 
ſketch out a picture which may ſtrike the 
people, and prevent their regretting my 
predeceſſor: after this you ſhalt extoll 


the meaſures I have taken, to render his 


majeſty*s 


— 
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majeſty's reign glorious, his dominions 
flouriſhing, and his ſubjects perfectly hap 


15 Wren my lord had explained himſelf 
in this manner, he put into my hands a 
paper, containing the juſt reaſons there 
were of complaint againſt the former ad- 
miniſtration; and I remember they con- 
ſiſted of ten articles, the leaſt important 
of which were ſufficient to alarm all good 
Spaniards z then making me go into a little 
cloſet adjoining to his, he left me to 
work at liberty. I began then to draw 
up my memorial, with all the little art 
whereof I was maſter: Firſt I ſet forth. 
the wretched condition to which the king- 
dom was reduced; the finances waſted, 
the royal revenues mortgaged to far- 
mers, and the navy ruined. : Then I enu- 
merated the miſtakes committed in the laſt 
reign, and the fatal conſequences that 
might enſue 3 In ſhort, I repreſented the 
whole kingdom in danger, and cenſured 
ſo ſharply the former adminiftration, that 
the removal of the Duke of Lerma, ac- 
cording to my account, was the greateſt _ 
good luck: that could have happened to 
Spain. To confeſs the truth, although 1 
had then no reſentment remaining againſt 
that nobleman, I was not at all diſpleaſed 
at having it in my power to. do him this 


good 


good office: ſuch is the nature of man- 
ind. ade In 
Ar laſt after a dreadfu] repreſentation 
of the calamities wherewith Spain . was.. 
threatened, I Go the > gh fears 
by giving them a pl ſpect of great 
i the future, ad the —_ 
a Olivarez ſpeak like a redeemer ſent. 
from heaven, for the preſervation: of the 
Spaniſh+ monarchy ; I promiſed. mountains 
and wonders z in ſhort, I entered ſo well 
into the views of the new miniſter, that 
on his Reading the whole performance be 
ſeemed infinitely ſurprized at it. Do you 
know, Santi.lane, ſaid he, that you have 
compoſed a piece worthy of a fecretary 
of ſtate? I no longer wonder the duke 
of Lerma exerciſed , your. pen: your ſtyle 
is not only conciſe, but even. ele Y 
only I think it a little too. caſy. At the 
ſame time pointing out to me the places 
that were not to his fancy, he changed 
them, and I judged by his corrections 
that what Navarro had told me, of his 
loving far fetched thoughts, and obſcure 
expreſſions, was no more than a truth, 
Nevertheleſs, although he loved a ſublime, 
or to ſpeak more properly, an affected 
ſtyle, he ſtill preſerved about two thirds 
of my memorial; and to let me ſee how 
well pleaſed he was therewith, * 
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three hundred piſtoles by Don 8 jut 
as I had done dinner. Hy 


a s 


— 


cn AP. VI. 


What. uſe Gil Blas. nude of * ps 
hundred piſtoles, and on what buſineſs 
be ſent Scipio. The ſucceſs of - the 
. memorial mentioned in the foregomg 
ter. 


\HIS preſent of the miniſter? 8, afford- 
ed Scipio new matter, to, congratu- 
hats” me on my being come to court; you 
ſee, faid he, that fortune has great things 
in ſtore for you; are you now ſorry you 
have left your retirement? long hve the 
count @Olivarez ! he is quite another ſort. 
of a patron than his predeceſſor. The duke 
of Lerma, though you was entirely devo- 
ted to him, ſuffered you to languiſh ſeve- 
ral months without giving you one piſtole , 
but the count has already made you a pre- 
ſent, which you durſt not have hoped for 
till after long ſervice. | 
Tcould wiſh, added he, that the lords 
of Leva were witneſſes of the happineſs 
you enjoy, or at leaſt that they were in- (.. 
formed 
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formed of it. It is time ta acquaint them 
therewith; anſwered I, and I was juſt think- 

ing to mention it to you: I doubt not 
but they are very impatient to hear from 
me; but before I would ſend to them, 1 
was willing to wait till I was ſettled, and 
could apprize them poſitively whether 1 
ſnould ſtay at court or not. Now that 
Jam affored what 1 have to truſt to, you 
have nothing to do but to ſet out for Va- 
lencia when you will; to inform thoſe no- 
blemen of my preſent ſituation;; which ok 
look upon as the work of their hands; 
ſince it is certain that had it not been for 
them, I ſhould never have reſolved, upon 
taking a journey to Aſadrid. My dear 
maſter cry'd the ſon of Coſtolina, with what 
joy ſhall I find them, on acquainting them 
with what has befallen you! Why am not 
I already at the gates of Valencia? but 1 
ſhall bo there very ſoon; Don Alphonſe's | 
two horſes: are in very good order for a 
journey; I will ſet out forthwith with one 
of his excellency's footmen, Beſides | 
that I ſhall be glad to have a companion 
upon the road, you know: that the le. 
ry of a e miniſter dazzles * 
eyes. 21 off h 8 


6 * 1 
RE 114 
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I could not forbear laughing at my ſe- 
cretary's: fooliſh} vanity 3 and nevertheleſs 
being myſelf! yet perhaps: more vain even 
than he, I ſuß ewe him w do juſt what he 
would: ſet out, ſays L. duesdy, and make 
all haſte back, for I have other 
buſineſs to employ you about; I intend. 
you to A¶uria to carry ſome money 
mother. I have through negligence 
Fime ſlip, in which T promiſed 
— return her a hundred piſtoles, which 
you. took upon you to deliver your ſelf 
into her own Hands. Promiſes of this 
nature ought to be ſo ſacred to à fon, 
that I can't help reproaching myſelf with 
my remiſſneſs in keeping them. Sir, an- 
1 Scipio, in fix weeks I will give you 
a good account of both theſe affairs; in 
that time I ſhall have ſpoken to the lords 
of Lowa, taken a trip to your country- 
ſeat, and ſeen the city of Oviedo, which 
I can never call to mind, without wiſhing | 
three quarters and a half of its inhabi- 
tants at the devil. I told out then a hun- 
dred piſtoles to Coſcolina's ſon, for my mo- 
11 ther's a allowance, and a hundred more for 
4 himſelf, being willing he ſhould: perform 
f with pleaſure the long journey he was go- 
ng to undertake. 
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Chap, 6. of GIL BLAS a» 
Son days after his departure, his ex- 
cellency had our memorial printed, which 
was no ſooner publiſhed; than it became 
the ſubject of all the converſation at Ma- 
drid. The people who are always fond of 
novelties, were charmed with the perfor. 
mance 3 the exhauſting of the finances, 
which was painted in lively colours, ex- 
aſperated them againſt the duke of Ler- 
ma; and notwithſtanding the malicious 
ſtrokes levelled againſt — miniſter were 
not applauded by every one, at leaſt they 
—— admirers. As for the mag · 
nificent gente made therein, by the 
count d' Ojivarez, and amongſt others, 
that of ſupplying the expences of the 
ſtate by a prudent oeconomy, without 
laying any freſh burthens upon the ſub- 
jects, they dazzled the ſenſes of all the 
citizens in general, and confirmed them 
in the great opinion they had already 
imbibed of his underſtanding; inſomuch 
— * whole city reſounded with his 
f Tars artful miniſter Snding he had ob- 
tained his aim By this piece, which had 


been written only to gain the affection 


of the publick, reſolved truly to deſer ve 
it, by an action highly praiſe-worthy, and 
Which was at the ſame time of great ſer- 
vice to the king. To this end, he had 

recourſe 
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recourſe to the invention of che empe- 
ror Galba; that is, he compelled all thoſe 
perſons, who had enriched themſelves (God 
knows how) in the adminiſtration of the 
publick treaſure, to refund their ill-got 
gains. When he had drawn from theſe: 
blood-ſuckers that blood. they had drain'd- 
from the vitals of the poor, Ah; had fill'd 
therewith the royal coffers, he , undertook 
to keep it there, by cauſing all penſions 
to be taken away, (without excepting even 
his own) as well as all gratuities that were 
made out of the -prince? s treaſure. That 
he might ſucceed | in this deſign, which he 
could not put in execution without entire- 
ly changing the face of the government, 

he ordered me to draw up another memo- 
rial, the form and ſubſtance whereof he 
told me. This done, he charged me to riſe 
as much as poſſible I could above the uſual 
plainneſs of {my ſtile, in order to give 
more nobleneſs to my phraſes. *Tis ſuffi- 
cient, my lord, faid I; your excellency 
would have the ſublime and the luminous; 
you ſhall be ſatisfied; I ſhut myſelf up 
then in the ſame cloſet where I had worked 
before, and there ſet about this lofty picce, 
after having thrice invoked the eloquent 
genius of the archbiſhop of Grenada. 
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I began by repreſenting, that all the 
money in the royal treaſury ought to 
be preſerved there inviolably, and only be 
employed for the urgent neceſſities of the 
kingdom; as being a ſacred fund, which 
it was proper to reſerve, to keep the ene- 
mies of Spain in awe. Then IT ſhewed his 
' majeſty (for this memorial was addreſſed 
to him) that although he ſhould aboliſh 


all penſions and gratuities, that iſſued out 
of his ordinary revenues, he would not 


thereby deprive himſelf of the pleaſure of 
rewarding ſuch of his ſubjects as ſhould 
render themſelves worthy of his favours; 
becauſe that without touching his trea- 
ſure, he was till able to give confiderable 
gratifications: that for ſome he had vice- 
royalties, governments, orders of knight- 
hood, and commiſſions in the army: for 
others, commanderies, and penſions upon 
thoſe commanderies, 'titles and magiſtra- 
cies and laſtly, all forts of beneficies for 
perſons conſecrated to the ſervice of the 
altar, 

Tais memorial, which was much Joa- 
ger than the former, took me up almoft 
three days; but fortunately I did it to 
my maſter's fancy; for finding it written 
with emphaſis, and ſtuffed out with me- 
taphors, he loaded me with praiſes, Aye! 


lays he, this pleaſes me, pointing to _ a 


ck "I at , theſe, continues he, 
are expreſſions of the right ſtamp : cou 


; n . 
anch ſervice to me. However, notwith- 


ing theſe applauſes of which he was ſo 


laviſh, he did not fail to touch up this very 
memorial. He even inſerted abundance of 


his own therein, and, in ſhort, made it 
ſuch a finiſhed piece of eloquence, as charm- 

ed both the king and the whole court. The 
city added alſo their approbation, prophe- 


fied great things for the future, and flat- 


tered themſelves that the Spaniſb monarchy 
would recover its priſtine luſtre, under the 
miniſtry of ſo great a man. His excel - 
lency finding that this piece redoundet high- 


I to his honour, was willing that J ſhould | 


raap-ſome advantage from it, for the ſhare 


I had therein. He gave me a: penſion of 
five hundred crowns upon the commandery 


of \Caſtz/e z which was ſo much the more 
agrecable to me, as it was not the purchaſe 
.of any. ** though I had gotten it 


* ealy. 
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| By 1 FREY in Or Ms 1017 in 
; "Wh condition Gil Blas met again bis 


Friend Fabricio, and the de 
Noe had together. 149 70 


ToTHING gave * count more 
I pleaſure, then to hear What the 
of Madrid 

miniſtry; he would aſk me every day 
what —— ſaid of him ; he even kept 
ſeveral ſpies in pay, who gave him an ex- 
act account of all that paſſed in the city. 


people 
thought of his behaviour in his 


They related to him even to the moſt tti- 


fling diſcourſes they heard; and as he 
commanded them to be ſincere, his felf- 
love ſuffered terribly ſometimes ; for the 


common people have an intemperance of 
tongue which reſpects nothi 


ng. | 
WukEm I found the count loved: to: — 


the talk of the town, I uſed myſelf to 
go after dinner to publick places, and 
even to join in converſation with gentle- 
men, when I met with any ſuch. When 


the diſcourſe turned upon ſtate- affairs, I 
liſten'd to them with great attention, and 
if they faid any thing that was worthy — 


| 
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his excellency's hearing. I did not fail to 
inform him of it: but it muſt be obſerved, 
that I never told him any thing that was 
not to his advantage. | 

. Oxz day; as I was returning pe one 

af theſe places, I paſſed by the gate of an 
© hoſpital, and the fancy” took me to en- 
ter in. I went through two or three wards 
full of ſick people who kept their beds, 
caſting my eyes on every ſide; when a- 
mongſt theſe wretches, whom I did not 
look upon without compaſſion, I ſaw one 
which ſtruck: me with infinite ſurprize : I 1 
thought I traced in his face the features 
of  Fabricio, my old comrade, and country- 
man. In order to take a nearer view of 
him, I approached his bed, and not being 
able any longer to doubt but it was the 
poet Nugnez, I ſtood ſome moments look- 
ing upon him without uttering one ſylla- 
ble. On the other hand, he remembered 
me alſo, and ey*d me in the'ſame manner. 

At laſt, breaking ſilence; are not my eyes 

l deceived, ſaid I? and is it really Fabritis 

TH _ whom I fee here? ?Tis even fo, anſwered 

EB he, coldly, neither need you be ſurprized 

at it. Ever ſince I left you, I have con- 

ſtantly followed the profeſſion of an au- 
thor ; I have written both romances, and 
plays, and in ſhort all ſorts of ingenious 
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productions; I have run my oven T4 am 
at the hoſpital.” 

I could not forkony laughing at. theſe | 
words; and yet more at the ſerious air 
with which he had ſpoken them, What! 
ſaid I, has your mule brought you into 
this/place ! Has ſhe play*d you tiles ſcurvy 
trick? You ſee how it is, anſwered: he; 
this houſe often ſerves as a receptacle to 
wits and poets; you was very much in 
the right of it, my boy, to take another 
courſe; but, I think, you are no longer 
at court; the face of affairs is changed 
with you allo; 1 even remember that 1 
heard you was impriſoned by the king's 


order. You was told the truth, anſwer'de 


I; the charming ſituation wherein you left 
me, we follow*d ſoon after by a reverſe 
of fortune, which deprived me both of 
my riches and my liberty: Nevertheleſs, 

friend, you now ſee me again in a more 
iplendid condition, than that wherein you 

beheld me formerly. That is impoſſible, 
cry'd Nagnez, your behaviour 1s ſober and 
modelt ; you have no longer that vain and 
inſolent air, which uſually attends proſpe- 
rity. Misfortunes, reply*d I, have purify*d- 
my. virtue; and I have learnt in the ſchool 
of adverſity, to enjoy riches, without ſuf- 
fering myſelf to be influenced or putPd up 
by them. 
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- TELL me then, ſaid Fabricio, interrupt- 
ing me, and ſitting upright with tranſport 
in his bed ; what employment are you in? 
What buſineſs do you now follow? Are 
not you fteward to ſome great ruin'd 
lord, or to ſome rich widow ? I have a 
better poſt, anſwer'd I, but I beg you 
would excuſe me from telling you any 
more at preſent, I will fatisfy your cu- 
- Tiolity at another opportunity, I will con- 
tent myſelf for this time with informing 
you, that it is in my power to do you 
ſome ſervice ; or rather, to provide for 
you handſomely for the reſt of your days; 
on condition you will promiſe me never 
more to turn author, either in verſe, or 
proſe : Do you think yourſelf capable of 
making me ſo great a facrifice ? I have al- 
ready made that ſacrifice to heaven, re- 
ply'd he, in a dangerous ſickneſs, from 
which you ſee me juſt eſcaped. A do- 
minican fryar has obliged me to abjure 
poetry, as an amuſement, which if it be 
- not criminal, at leaſt diverts us from the 
ways of virtue. I congratulate you there- 
upon, reſum'd I, my dear Nugnez, but be- 
ware of a relapſe. That is what I don't 
in the leaft apprehend, rejoin'd he; I have 
taken a firm reſolution to abandon the 
muſes ; inſomuch, that when you entered 
this ward, I was making ſome verſes to 
| * © = 
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bid them. eternally adieu. Signior Fabri- 
cio, ſaid I then, ſhaking my head, I know 
not whether the Dominican and I ought to 
rely upon your abjuration ; you ſeem to 
me prodigiouſly ſmitten with thoſe learned 
virgins, No, no, anſwered he, I have 
broken all the tyes that bound me to 
them; I have done yet more, I have ta- 
ken an averſion to the public; they don't 
deſerve to have authors devote their la- 
bours to them; I ſhould be ſorry to write 
any thing that ſhould pleaſe them. Think 
not, continued he, that this language pro- 
ceeds from vexation, I ſpeak it in cool 
blood: I deſpiſe as much the applauſes 
of the public, as their Hiſſing. There 
is no knowing who wins and who loſes 
with them; they are a pack of capricious 
giddy wretches, who think one way to- 
day, and will think another to-mor- 
row. What fools are dramatick poets to 
be vain of their pieces when they ſucceed ! 
Whatever noiſe they make whilſt they are 
new, let them but be acted twenty years 
afterwards, they generally meet but with 
an indifferent reception. The preſent ge- 
neration accuſe the former age of having an 
11] taſte; and their own will be called in 
queſtion in its turn, by thoſe who live in 
the next century, from hence, I con- 
clude, that the authors who are applaud- 
L 2 "4.66 
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ed at preſent, muſt expect to be hiſs*d here- 
after. It is the very ſame caſe with ro- 
mances, and all other diverting books that 
are publiſhed ; notwithſtanding they may at 
firſt meet with general approbation, they 
come inſenſibly to be deſpiſed; the repu- 
tation then we gain by the ſucceſs of any 
performance, is but a meer chimera ; an 
iluſion of the mind; and a blaze of re z 
the ſmoke of which is ſoon diſperſcd in the 
air. F 
Tno' I rightly judg'd the poet of the 
Aſturias only ſpoke. thus, becauſe he had 
met with ſome diſappointments, I did 


not ſeem to take any notice of it; I am 


overjoy*d, faid I, that thou art diſguſted 
with the profeſſion of a wit, and entirely 
cured of the phrenzy of writing. Thou 
may'ſt depend upon it, I will ſoon get 


thee an employment wherein thou wilt be 


able to enrich thyſelf, without being ab- 
liged to be at any great expence of ge- 
nius. So much the better, cry*d he; I ab- 


| hor wit, and now look upon it as the 


moſt fatal preſent heaven can beſtow upon 
mankind, I wiſh, reply*d I, my dear Fa- 
bricio, thou may*{t always continue in the 
ſame mind; if thou preſevereſt in reſolving 
to abandon poetry, I repeat it to thee a- 
gain, I will ſoon procure thee a creditable 
and profitable polt ; but in the mean 
while, 
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while, until I do thee that ſervice, conti- 
nued I, preſenting him the purſe wherein 


there was threeſcore piſtoles, I beg thee re- 
ceive this little token of my friendſhip. 


O generous friend! cry'd the fon of. 
the barber Nupnez, quite tranſported with 


joy and gratitude ; what thanks ought I 
to return heaven for having put it in your 
head to enter this. hoſpital, from whence 
I ſhall depart this very day by your aſſi- 


ſtance ! In effect, he got himſelf removed 
to a ready-furniſhed lodging, but before we 
parted I told him my abode, and invited 
him to come and ſee me, as ſoon as his 
health ſhould be entirely reſtored. He 


ſcemed infinitely ſurprized on hearing that 
I lived with the count d Olivareꝝ : O thrice 
happy Gil Blas ! ſaid he, whoſe fortune it 


is to be agreeable to miniſters. of ſtate; 1 
rejoice at thy poſterity, ſince thou makeſt 


ſo good a uſe of it. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP vil. 


Gil Blas grows ih Auer ond dearer 
to his maſter : Scipio returns to Ma- 
drid; what account he gave of bis 
Journey to Santillane. 


OUN T lug whom 1 ſhall 
call for the future the count- duke, 
becauſe it pleaſed the king about this 
time to honour him with that title, had 
a weakneſs which I ſoon diſcovered to 
my advantage; it was this; he was fond of 
being beloved. As ſoon as he perceived any 
one devote himſelf to his ſervice through 
inclination, he immediately received him 
into his favour, I took care not to ne- 
glect this obſervation; not content with 
rforming well whatever he commanded, 
I executed all his orders with a zeal that 
charm'd him; and ſtudied his fancy in e- 
very thing, that I might conform myſelf 
to it, and anticipate his deſires as much as 
poſſible. 
By this behaviour, by which a man fel- 
dom fails of gaining his point, I became 
inſenſibly my maſter's favourite: I even 
inſinuated myſelf ſo far into his good 
graces, 
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graces, that I ſhared his confidence with 
Signior Carnero, his firſt ſecretary ; and he, 
for his part, as I had the fame blind-ſide 
myſelf, entirely won my heart, by giving 
me continual proofs of his affection. | 
Carnero had taken the ſame courſe as 
myſelf to pleaſe his-excellency ; and had 
ſucceeded ſo well therein, that he commu- 
nicated to him the myſteries of the cabi- 
net. This ſecretary then, and myſelf, were 
the prime miniſter's two confidants, and 
the depoſitaries of his ſecrets; with this 
difference, that he only conferred with 
Carnero about ſtate- affairs, and that he 
never talk'd with me but about his own 
private concerns: This made, as it were,” 
two diſtin& diviſions, with which we were 
each of us equally fatisfy*'d, We lived to- 
gether without | jealouſy, and without 
friendfhip. I had reaſon to be contented 
with my place, which giving me an op- 
portunity of being continually with the 
count-duke, placed me in a convenient 
ſtation to diſcover the very bottom of 
his heart, which (as great a maſter of diſſi- 
mulation as he naturally was) he ceaſed to 
conceal from me, as ſoon as he no longer 
queſtioned the ſincerity of my zeal for 
his ſervice. COT | 


* 
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Santillane, ſaid he to me one day, you 
e ſeen the duke of Lerma, poſſeſs' d 
of an authority, more like that of an ab- 
ſolute monarch, than that of a favourite 
miniſter; neveitheleſs, J am yet happier 
than he was, even when at the higheſt pitch 
of his grandeur and n, He had 
two formidable enemies the duke 
FUzeda, his own ſon, = D Philip II's 
confeſſor; whereas I ſee no body about 
the king, who has credit enough to injure 

a4 or even whom I ſuſpect q ENG me 
any ill-wilIl. 

is true, purſued he, on my advance- 
ment to the miniſtry, I took great care 
to ſuffer no perſons about his majeſty, 
but ſuch as are tied to me either by blood 
or friendſhip. I have removed, either by 
vice-royalties, or embaſſies, all the no- 
| blemen, Who, by their perſonal merit, 
might have deprived me of part of my 
ſovereign's good graces z which J am re- 
ſolved to ingroſs wholly without a rival: 
Inſomuch that I can now ſay, there is not 
one grandce, whoſe intereſt comes in the 
leaſt in competition with mine. You ſee, 
Gil Blas, added he, that I diſcloſe my heart 
to you; as I have reaſon to think you en- 
tirely devoted to me, I have choſen you 
for my confidant. You don't want wit, 
and I believe your * prudent and diſ- 

creet; 
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creet; in a word, you ſeem to me very 
fit, to perform dexterouſly twenty forts of 
commiſſions, which require a young fel- 
low of a quick underſtanding, and one 
who is entirely in my intereſts. 

I was not proof againſt the pleaſing i- 
deas which theſe words brought into my- 
mind; ' ſome fumes of avarice and ambi- 
tion flew up into my head, and awaken'd 
in me ſuch ſentiments, as, L before thought 
I had abſolutely triumph'd over, I pro- 
teſted then to the miniſter, that I would- 
endeavour to anſwer his expectations to 
the utmoſt of my power; and according- 
ly prepared myſelf to execute, without 
ſeruple, any orders he ſhould think oor 
per to give me. 

Wullsr I was thus diſpoſed to erect new” 
altars to the blind goddeſs Fortune, Mae 
retarn*d from his journey. I have no long 
recital to make you, faid he; 1 haves 
overjoy*d the lords of Leyva, in acquain- 
ting them with the reception the king gave 
you, as ſoon as he knew you, and the Kind 
treatment you met N from the count 
POlvarez. * 

Ar theſe words 1 Wa peed Scipio bi 
you would have pleaſed them yet more, 
my boy, ſaid I, if you had told them 
upon what foot I am now with his excel- 
kncy ; it is almoſt incredible, what a ra- 
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pid progreſs. I have made in his favour 
ſince your departure. God be thanked, 
my dear maſter, anſwer'd he, I foreſee we 
ſhall have a fine courſe to run 

Lr us change the ſubject, ſaid I, and 
paſs on to Oviedo, You have been in the 
Aſturias; in what condition have you left 
my mother there? Ah! fir, anſwered he, 
putting on a mournful air, I have nothing 
but ill news for you from that quarter. 
O heavens! cry'd I, my mother is cer- 
tainly dead! ſix months ago, reply'd Sci 
pio, the good dame paid that debt to na- 
ture, as well as Signior Gil Perez your 
uncle. 12 | 

Tax loſs of my mother afflicted me 
very ſenſibly, although I had never receiv- 
ed from her thoſe careſſes in my infancy, 
of which children generally ſtand in great 
need, to make them gratetul when they 
grow up. I beſtow*d allo upon the good 
canon, the tears I owed him, for the 
care he had taken of my education. My 
grief indeed did not laſt long, but dege- 
nerated very ſoon into that tender remem- 
brance which I have always retained of my 
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How and to whom, the caunt-duke mar- 
ry'd his only daughter; the bitter 
y ts this marriage produced. 


OT long after the return of Coſcoli- 
na*s ſon, the count-duke fell into a 
reſverie, wherein he remained buried for a- 
bove a week. I imagined he was medi- 
tating ſome maſter-piece of ſtate- policy; 
but I was miſtaken, what he was revolving, 
in his thoughts related only to his own 
family. Gil Blas, ſaid he to me one af- 
ternoon, you muſt have perceived that I 
am perplexed in my mind? yes, my lad, 
my head is entirely taken up with an af- 
fair, on which the whole repoſe of my 
life depends : I will venture to intruſt you 
with it. | * 
Donna Maria, my daughter is marriage- 
able, purſued he; and there are abundance 
of young noblemen who diſpute her with 
each other. The count de Niebles, how 
ever, eldeſt fon to the duke of Medina 
Sidonia, the head of the family of the 
 Guzmans, and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeſt 
ſon to the marquſs de Carpio, and my 
eldeſt fiſter, are the two competitors who 
. L 6 ſeem 
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| ſeem to have the moſt right to obtain the 


preference, The latter eſpecially, is of a 


merit ſo much ſuperior to any of his ri- 


vals, that no body in the whole court in 
the leaſt doubts; but I ſhall chooſe him 
for my ſon-in-law. Nevertheleſs, with- 
out entering into my reaſons for rejecting 
him, as well as the count de Niebles, I muſt 


tell you I have caſt my eyes upon Don 


Ramirez de Guzman, marquiſs de Toral, and 


head of the family of the Guzmans - of 


Abrados, Tis to this young. nobleman, 
and the children. he ſhall have by my 
daughter, I deſign to leave all my ſubſtance; 
to which I will add the title of count 
dOlivarex, and the dignity of a grandee, 
which ſhall go along with the eſtate; inſo- 
much that my grand. children, and their 


heirs, deſcended from the branch of Abra 


dos, and that of Ol:varez, ſhall paſs for the 
oldeſt branch of the family of the Gas- 
mans. | 

WII, Santillaue, ſaid he, don't you ap- 
prove of my deſign? pardon me, my lord, 
anſwercd I, this ſcheme is worthy of the ge- 
nius thav formed its ; all I fear is, that the 
duke of Medina Sidonia may murmur at it. 


Let him murmur if he pleaſes, reply'd the 


miniſter, I trouble myſelf very little about 
that. I don't love his branch, which has 


* the right of elderſbip, and the 


titles. 
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titles ee annexed, from the © houſe 
of Abrados. I ſhall be leſs moved with his 
complaints then with the vexation of my 
ſiſter the marchioneſs de Carpio, on ſee- 
ing her ſon miſs my daughter: But no 
matter, I will pleaſe myſelf, and Don Ra 
_ mirez ſhall get the en of his rivals 4 it 
is a thing reſolved on 

Tno' the — had en this re- 
ſolution, he did not execute it without 
giving a new ſpecimen of his ſingular poli- 
cy. He preſented a memorial to the king, 
wherein he begged him, and the queen, 
to take upon themſelves the trouble of 
marrying his daughter; he then ſet forth 
the qualifications of the ſeveral noblemen, 
who courted: her, and left the choice en- 
tirely to their majeſties: But he did not fail 
when he mentioned the marquis de Tora 
- to let them fee plainly, that he was the 
perſon that would be the moſt agreeable to 
him. Accordingly the. king, who had a 
blind complatiines for his miniſter, made 
him this anſwer: I think, Don Ramirez 
Nugnez worthy of Dona Maria ; never- 
theleſs chuſe for yourſelf : the perſon upon 
whom you pitch, Hall bo! "fort 10 be the moſt 
agreeable Wn "oO ry 9% hw 38 F: 
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Tux miniſter affected to ſhew this an- 
yer z and pretending to lodk upon it as 
an order from his ſovereign, haſtened the 


nuptials of his daughter with the marquiſs 


de Toral, which ſtung to the quick the 


| marchioneſs; de Carpio, and likewiſe all the 
Guzmans, who had flattered themſelves - 


with the hopes of marrying Donna Maria, 
Nevertheleſs, neither the one, nor the 


other, being able to prevent this wedding, 


affected to celebrate it with the greateſt 


demonſtrations of joy; one would have 


ſworn, that all the family were highly de- 
lighted there with; but they who had been 
dillatisfied with the match, ſoon faw them- 
ſelves revenged upon the count- duke, in 
the moſt cruel manner. Danna Maria was 
delivered at ten months end of a daugh- 
ter, which died as ſoon as it was born, 
and was followed, within a few ay aſter- 
wards, by its mother. 

War a loſs was this fins: a facher, who 


had no eyes (if J may uſe that expreſſion) 


but for his daughter, and who faw him- 
ſelf thereby defeated, in his deſign of de- 
priving the branch of Medina Sidonia of the 
He was fo fenfibly 
afflicted thereat, that he ſhut himſelf up 
for ſome days, and would ſee nobody but 
me; whilſt I, conforming myſelf to his 
lively ſorrow, ſeemed full as much grieved 
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as him, To confeſs the truth, I took 
hold of this opportunity, to beſtow ſome 
freſh tears upon the memory of Antonia: 
The ſimilitude there was between her 
death, and that of the marchioneſs de Te- 
ral, opened anew a wound that was but 
ill cloſed; and diſpoſed me to take on fo | 
heartily, that the minifter, as much over- 
_ whelmed with ſorrow as he was, could not 
help being ſu mo at —— He was a- 
ſtoniſhed, to to ſee me 
| ſympathize 10 — l his affliction; 
Gil Blas, ſaid he to me one day, when I 
ſeemed buried in a profound melancholly ; 
it is a very pleaſing conſolation to me, to 
have a confidant who is ſo ſenſible of my 
ſufferings. Ah | my lord, anſwered I, giv- 
ing him all the ad of my grief, I muſt. 
be very ungrateful, and very hard-hearted, 
if I were not ſenſibly affected therewith. 
Can I remember that you mourn a daugh- 
ter of ſuch conſummate merit, and whom 
you loved fo tenderly, without interming- 
ling my tears with yours? No, my lord, I 
am too full of your goodneſs, not to ſhare 
during my whole life in all ben. Desen 
apd all your pains. Her: 1 
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nA p. X. 


G11. Bi As meets the poet Nugnez, 

by chance, who. informs him, that he 

bas writ a tragedy, which is ſoon to be 

_ atted at the prince's theatre. The ill 

ſucceſs of this piece; and the aftoniſh- 

ing good fortune with which it was 
 Jollowea. | 


| PHE Ann her began in time to be 


comforted, and conſequently I was 
not long recovering my good humour. 
When one evening I went out alone in my 
coach to take the air, I had not gone 
very far, before 1 met the poet of the A. 


ſturias, whom T had never ſeen - ſince his 


leaving the hoſpital. As he was dreſſed 
very genteely, I called to him, and taking 
him into my coach we went together to St. 
Jerom's meadow, 

I am very fortunate, Mr. Nugnez, ald 
in having met you thus by chance; other- 
wiſe 1 ſhould not have had the pleaſure of 
your good company. No reproaches, 
Sautillaus, cried he, interrupting me ha- 
ſtily; I will confeſs to you honeſtly, that 
I did not deſign to viſit you, and am going 
8 = 
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to tell you the reaſon. You promiſed me 
a good piace, provided I would renounce 
poetry, and I have met with a very advan- 
tageous one, on condition I will continue 
to make verſes: I accepted, therefore, of 
the latter, as moſt agreeable to my hu- 
mour. One of my friends has helped me 
to Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, treaſu- 
rer of the king's gallies. This Don Ber- 
trand, who was reſolved to have a wit in 
his ſervice, being charmed with the live- 
lineſs of my verſification, has choſen me 
preferably to five or ſix authors, who ſtood 
candidates for the poſt of ſecretary of his 


orders. 1 © Ty 4 
I am glad of it, my dear Fabricio, fard | 
I, for this Don Bertrand muſt certainly be | 
very rich. Rich ! anſwered he, they ſay he | 
knows no end to his wealth: however 
that be, this is the buſineſs he employs. 
me in. As he values himſelf upon being | 
gallant, he keeps up a correſpondence, by | 
letters, with ſeveral very witty ladies; | 
and I lend. him my pen to compoſe Billet. 
dous full of life and fire. I write for 
him to one in verſe, to another in proſe; 
and ſometimes I even carry the letters 
myſelf, to ſnew the variety of my ta- 
Eur I iii t inn 
BuT you don't tell me, ſaid I, what 1 
want moſt to know, Does he pay W 
7 en | Jor 
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for your epiſtolary epigrams? Very libe- 
rally, anſwered he; tho* the rich are not 
always generous, and L know ſome who are 
arrant miſers; but Don Bertrand uſes me 
very nobly. | Beſides: a ſettled falary of 
two hundred piſtoles per Aunum, he makes 
mie ſeveral little preſents from time to 
time; which enable me to act the lord, 
__ paſs my time well with ſome. authors, 
at exemies to melancholly, as. my- 
ſelf But is your treaſurer a ſufficient judge, 
replied I, to- diſcover all the beauties and 
defects of a piece of poetry. Far from it, 
anſwered Nugnez, although he has an im- 
poling way of talking, he is no critic 
he ſets up, however, for a Tampa; paſſcs 
ſentence very deciſively, and maintains his 
opinion fo haughtily, - and ſo obſtinately, 
that for the moſt part, whenever he diſputes 
his opponents are forced to ſubmit, in order 
to avoid a torrent of diſobliging language, 
with which he uſes to run down all who 
dare contradi& him. 3 c 
- You may well believe, purſued ke, that 
1 take great care never to thwart him, 
whatever room he gives me for it; for be- 
ſides the diſagreeable epithets I ſhould not 
fail to draw upon myſelf, I might very 
well get myſelf turned out of doors: I 
approve them prudently whatever he prai- 
b and diſapprove whatever he diſcom- 
mends, 
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mends. By this complaifance, which coſts 


me nothing (being maſter, as T am, of the 
art of - conforming myſelf to the tem- 
pers of thoſe who are of ſervice to me) 


I have gained both the efteem and friend- 


ſhip of my patron. He has engaged me 
to . 5 ne of which bo himſelf 
gave me the plan; I have done it under his 
very noſe, and if it. ſucceeds, ſhall owe 
part of my reputation to his good ad- 
vice. SEE Apts kb 
I aſked our poet the name of his tra- 
gedy, he told me, The Count de SALDAGNE, 
and that it would be acted in three days, 
at the prince's theatre. I wiſh, faid I, 


it may have a great run, and I have a good 


opinion . enough of your genius to hope 
it. IT hope fo likewiſe, anſwered he, but 


there is nothing more deceitful than hopes 
of this nature; fo uncertain are authors of 


the iſſue of any dramatic performance. 
Ar laft, the day came whereon it was to 
be ated, but I could not go to the play- 


honſe myſelf, his excellency having em- 
ployed me about an affair that prevented. 
me : alt I could do then, was to ſend Sci- 
pio in my ſtead, that 1 mgy know, that 

a * for 

r 

having expected him for ſome time im- 
patiently, I faw him return with an air 


very night, the fate o 
whoſe ſucceſs I was concerne 


that 
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that I took for an ill omen. Well, ſaid I, 

how has the count de Saldagne been receiv- 
ed by the public? Very brutiſhly, an- 
ſwered he; never was a piece more cruelly 


treated: for my part, I came away exaſ- 


perated at the inſolence of the pit. And I 
am as much. provoked, replied I, at the 
frenzy of Nugnez, i inwriting for the ſtage : 


muſt 1 not have loſt his ſenſes, to prefer 


the ignominious hootings of the ſpecta - 
tors, to the happy ſtate that I could 
procure him? Thus did J, out of friend- 
ſhip, rail againſt the poet of the A ſurias, 


and vex at the ill ſucceſs of his piece, 


whilſt. he, on the c contrary, was hugging 
himſelf for it. 

Ix effect, he entered my apartment two 
days afterwards, quite tranſported with 
joy; Santillane, cried he, I am come to 
let you ſhare in my raptures; I have 
made my fortune, by. writing an execrable 
play : you know the ſtrange reception 


the count de Saldagne met with from the 


public: all the audience ſtrove who 
ſhould ridicule and dann it moſt z and 'tis 
to their unanimous inveteracy in damning | 
it, that I am indebted for the future hap- 


pineſs of my life. 


J was ſufficiently furprized to hear Nug- 
ez talk in this manner: how! Fabricio, 
laid * is It . the miſcarriage of your 

| tragedy 
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tragedy ſhould be able to jaſtify your im- 
moderate joy? Yes, doubtleſs, anſwered 
he ; I have already told you, that Don Ber- 
trand had put ſome of his own ſtrokes 
in my piece; and conſequently he thought 
it excellent; wherefore he has been ſtun 
to the quick, on finding the audience of 
a contrary. opinion. Nugnez, faid he to 
me this morning: ¶ Victrix cauſa diis pla- 
cuit, fed vista Cam., if your play has 
been diſliked by the public, to make you 
amends, it pleaſes me, and that ought to 
ſatisfy you: to comfort you for the wret- 
ched taſte of the age, I will ſettle upon | 
a rent-charge of two thouſahd crowns a 
year, payable out of my eſtate; let us go 
directly to my lawyer, and execute the 
writings. We went accordingly; the 
treaſurer has ſigned the deed of gift, and 
paid me down the firſt year's income be 
torehand. 

I congratulated Falricio upon che ill — 8 
ceſs of the count de Saldagne, fince it had 
turned to the advantage of the author. | 
You are very much in the right of it, 
continued he, to compliment me thereup- 
on; how happy am I in having been hiſgd 
to ſome purpoſe ! If the public, more fa- 
vourable, had honoured me with their ap- 
plauſes, what would that have availed me? 
Nothing. I might have got but a trifling 

ſum 
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ſum by my labours; whereas their hiſ- 
ſing has provided for me handſomely at t once 
"AE the en of my An | 


— 
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$antillane procures an employment for 
Scipio, who ſets out * for New Spain, 


M. ſecretary 50800 not ban, without 
envy, on the unexpected good for- 
tune of the poet Nugneꝝ; he talked to me 
of nothing elſe for above a week: I am 
ſurprized, ſaid he, at the caprice of for- 

tune; who ſometimes delights in loading 
an execrable author with favours, whilſt 
ſhe - leaves good writers to periſh for 

want. I wiſh ſhe would take it in her 

head to enrich me likewiſe, in a night's 

time. That may very well happen, an- 
ſwered I, and even before you think of it. 

You are here in her temple; for, me- 

thinks, one may call a firſt miniſter's 
houſe, the temple of fortune, wherein 

favours are often granted, which are at 

once the making of thoſe who obrain them. 

That is very 2 ſir, replied he, but one 

muſt have the patience to wait for them. 
Once 
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Once again, ſaid I, Scipio, I deſire you 
would be ealy.; pings you 83 — 

don the point of having ſome good poſt: 
in effect, a few days after, an n 
ty offer d of employing him advantageouſly 
for the count-duke's ſcrvice, and I did not 
let it ſlip. 3 (3) "TY AT 429) 1 | 

1 was walking one morning with Don Ray- 
mond Caporis, ſteward to the firſt 'miniſter z 
and our converſation turned upon his ex- 
cellency's revenues. My lord, ſaid he, 
is poſſeſſed of commandaries of all the 
military orders, which are worth to him 
forty. thouſand crowns a year, and he is 
only obliged to wear the croſs of Acan- 
tara. Beſides, his three places of great 
chamberlain, maſter of the horſe, and 
great chancellor of the Tudzes, bring him 
in yearly two hundred thouſand crowns ; 
and yet all this is nothing in compariſon of 
the immenſe ſums he receives from the In. 
dies: do you know how ? When the king's 
ſhips ſet out from Liſbon, or from Se- 
ville, for thoſe countries, he puts aboard 
them a cargo of corn, wine, and oil, the 
product of his county of Olzvarez, for all 
which he pays no freight. Then he ſells 
this merchandize in the Indies for four. 
times as much as it is worth in Spain; af- 
ter which, he lays out the money in ſpi- 
ces, colours, and other things, that = 

1 lit 


— 
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little or nothing in the new world, but 
fetch a vaſt price in Europe. he has alrea- | 
dy gained ſeveral millions by this traffick, 
without doing the leaſt injuſtice to the 
king. And what will ſeem not little 
ſurpriſing to you, is, that all the perſons, 
employed in carrying on this trade, come 
home loaden alſo with riches; my lord 
allowing them to make their own fortunes, 
as well as his. 

Coſcoling*s ſon, who rat to all this 
e could not hear Don Raymond 
ſpeak thus, without interrupting him. Faith, 
Signior Caporis, cried he, I ſhould be glad 

to be one of thoſe perſons ;- belides, I have 
long had a deſire to ſee Mexico. Your 
curioſity; ſhall be ſoon fatisfied, ſaid the 
ſteward, if the Signior de Santillane does 
not oppoſe it. As nice as Iam in my choice 
of the perſons I ſend in the Indies to ma- 
nage this trade, (for 'tis I that ſend them) 
J will put you without ſcruple upon my 
liſt, if your maſter pleaſes, You will 
oblige me, ſaid I to Don Raymond, in giv- 
ing me this proof of your friendſhip, Sci- 
pio is a young fellow whom I valve, and 
does not want ſenſe: Beſides, he will be- 
have himſelf after ſuch a manner, that 
there will not be the leaſt room to reproach 
him; in a word, I will anſwer for him, as 
I would for myſelf. 


If 
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Ir it be fo, anſwered Caporis, he need 
only go directly ter Seville; the veſſels are 
to fail in a month for the Indies. 1 will 
charge him, at his departure, with, a letter 
to a man, who will give him all the in- 
ſtructions neceſſary. tor enriching-himſelf, 
without doing the leaſt prejudice to the 
intereſts of his excellency, which he muſt 
look upon as ſacred. | 

Scipio overjoy*d at having obtained this 
employment, made haſte to ſet out for 
Seville, with a thouſand crowns which I 
advanced him, to buy wine and oil in An- 
dalufia, and enable him to trade upon his 
own account in the Indies. Nevertheleſs 
as glad as he was to make a voyage, 
whence he hoped to derive ſo much gain, 
he could not leave me without ſhedding 
tears, neither did I ſee him ſet out without 
ſome concern. | 


M Ken A P. 
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CHAP: EY 


150 age de Le) va comes fo „Ma- 8 


drid ; the reaſon of his journey; the 
"Biden it cauſed Gil Blas, and the 


joy with which. it was JOG, 


1 Had hardly loſt Scipio, Ms a age of 


the miniſter*s brought me a note, which 


contained only theſe words: If the Signior 
de Santillane 27“! take the trouble of com- 
ing to 'the image of St. Gabriel, in the To- 


ledo freer, he will there find one of bis beſt 


Friends. 


War friend can this be, that 067 


ſubſcribe his name, ſaid I ro myſelf? 


Why does he conceal himſelf ? Undoubt- 
edly he intends to pleaſe me, by ſurprizing 
me. I went thither then immediately, and 
on entring the houſe, was not a little aſto- 
nifhed to meet there Don Alphonſo de Leyva. 
What do I ſee, cry*d I! Are you here my 
lord? Yes, my dear Gi Blas, anſwered he, 
claſping me cloſe within his arms, . *cis 
certainly Don Alphonſo himſelf whom you 
"behold. Ha! What has brought you to 
Madrid, ſaid 1? It will both ſurprize and 
afflict you, anſwered he, to tell you the 


motive of my journey. The nn 
| 0 
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of Valencia is taken from me, and the mi- 
niſter has ſent for me to court, to give 
an account of my behaviour. On hearing 
this, I remained a quarter of an hour in 
a ſtupid filence ; then reſuming the diſ- 
courſe ; Of what are you accuſed, faid I ? 
That is what I don't know, anſwered he; 
but I attribute my diſgrace to a viſſt I 
made, three weeks ago, to the cardinal 
duke. of Lerma, who has been confined a- 
bout a month to his caſtle at Denis. 
O! without diſpute, you are in the 
right, ſaid I, interrupting him, to aſcribe. 
your misfortune to this indiſcreet viſit 3 K 
look for no other cauſe ; and ſuffer me to 
tell you, that you did not conſult your 
uſual prudence, when you went to fee that 
diſgraced miniſter. The thing is done, 
ſaid he, and I have taken my reſolution 
with a good grace: I am going to retire, 
with my family, to the caſtle of Leyva, 
where I will paſs the reſt of my days in 
a profound tranquility. All that gives me, 
any uneaſineſs, purſued he, is, to be ob- 
liged to appear before a haughty mini- 
ſter, who may happen to receive me very 
dilagrceably z what a mortification is that 
to a 1 Nevertheleſs it is abſolutely 
neceſſary; but I was willing to ſpeak with 
you before I ſubmitted to it. My lord, 
faid I, don't appear before the 1 8 8 


M 2 until 


{a 
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until J have learnt what you are accuſed of; 


the misfortune perhaps may be remedied; 


However that be; 'allow me, if you pleaſe, 
to do all in your favour that gratitude 


and friendſhip require of me. This ſaid, I 


left him at his inn, with an aſſurance chat 
he ſhould hear from me very ſoon. 

As I no longer meddled with ſtate af- 
fairs, fince che two memorials, of which 
ſo eloquent mention has been made, JI went 
to Carnero, and aſk'd him, if it was true, 
that the government of Valencia was taken 
from Don Aphonſo de Leyva. He told me, 
yes, but that he did not know the reaſon. 
Hereupon, without heſitation, I took the 
reſolution to addreſs myſelf to his excel- 
lency himſelf, and know, from his own 
mouth, what cauſe he had to complain of 
Don Cæſar's fon. 

I was fo much concern'd at this unlucky 
ot. that I had no need to affect a 
melancholy air, in order to ſeem dejected 
to the eyes of the count-duke. What is 
the matter, Santillane? ſaid he? as ſoon as 
he beheld me. I perceive the marks of 
ſorrow upon your face, and even ſee the 


tears ready to trickle down your cheeks. 


Has any one injur'd you? Speak; you 
ſhall foon be revenged. My lots; an- 
ſwer'd I, letting fall ſome tears, the? I 


ſhould have a mind to conceal my trou- 
ble 
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ble from you, it would not be in my pow- 
er; 1 am grieved to the laſt degree. 1 
have juſt heard, that Don Alphonſo de Leyva 
is no longer governor of Valencia; *twas 
impoſſible to tell me any news that would 
have cauſed! me a more ſenſible affliction. 
What ſay'ſt thou, Gi Blas, cry'd the mini- 
ſter, in a ſurprize? What intereſt can you 
have in this Don Alphonſo, or in his go- 
verament? I then gave him an account of 
the obligations I had to the lords of Lo va; 
after which I inform'd him, how I had 
obtain'd that very government, of the 
duke of Lena, for Dan Cæſar's ſog. 
Wwe x his excellency had heard me out, . 
with an attention full of goodneſs: Dry 
up your tears, my lad, faid he; befides 
my being ignorant of what you have juſt 
told me, I confeſs I look*'d upon Dan Al. 
pbonſo as a creature of the duke of Lerma's. 
Put yourſelf in my place, would not the 
viſit he made his eminence have render'd 
him ſuſpected by you? I am willing to be- 
lieve, however, that having — his 
poſt from that miniſter, he may have taken 
this ſtep merely out of gratitude; I am 
ſorry I have removed a man who owed his 
place to you ; but if I have deſtroy*d your 
handy-work, I can repair it. I will even 
do more for you than the duke of Lerma: 
Your friend, Don Alphonſo, was only go- 
. M 3 vernor 
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vernor of the city of Valencia, I will make 
him vice-roy of Arragon : I give you leave 
to Jet him know as much, and you may 
ſend him word to come and take the uſual 
oaths. ' , 

Om hearing theſe words, I made a ſud- 
den tranſition from extreme grief to ex- 
ceſſive joy; which diforder*d my ſenſes to 
that degree, that it was viſible in my man- 
ner of thanking his excellency; but the 
confuſion I was in did not diſpleaſe him; 
and, as I inform'd him, that Don Alphon/o 
was at Madrid, he told me I might preſent 
him that very day; I haſten'd therefore 
immediately to the image of St. Gabriel, 
where I overjoy*'d Don Cz/ar*s fon, by ac- 
quainting him with his new preferment. 
However, he could ſcarcely believe what I 
told him; fo. difficult was it for him to 
perſuade himſelf, that the prime miniſter, 
whatever value he had for me, could be 
capable of giving vice-royalties on my ac- 
count, I carried him to the count-duke, 

who received him very civilly, and told 
him, he had behaved himſelf fo well in the 
government of the city of Valencia, that 
the king judging him proper to fill a 
greater place, had conferr'd upon him the 
vice-royalty of Arragon. Beſides, added he, 
this dignity is not above your birth, ou 

5 ' the 
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the nobility of amen, can t murmur at 
the court's choice. d 1h 

His excellency made no mention uf 
me, and the publick were ignorant of the 
ſhare I had in this affair; which ſaved 
Don Alpbonſo and the miniſter from ſome 
ſcurvy jeſts, that the World might have 
paſs*d upon a vice- roy of my making. 

As ſoon as Don Cæſar's fon was ſure of his 
point, he diſpatch'd an expreſs to Valencia, 
to acquaint his father and Seraphina there- 
with, who ſoon ſet out for Madrid. Their 
firſt care, after their arrival, was to viſit 
me, and load me with acknowledgments, - 
What a pleaſing and glorious ſight was 9 
to me, to ſee the three perſons * Were 
the deareſt to me in the world, Ming 


who ſhould embrace me moſt. aldi) | 


moved with my zeal and I ion, as 
with the - honour the poſt & Vice roy was 
going to confer upon their: family, they 
could never have been weary of expreſſing 
their gratitude. They even ſpoke to me, 
as if they were talking to a perſon of 
an equal rank with themſelves; they 


ſeem'd to have forgot they had been 


my maſters, and thought they could never 
teſtify friendſhip enough for me. To paſs 
over unneceflary circumtances, Dan Al. 
phonſo, after having receiv'd his patent, 
thank*d the king, and his miniſter, and 
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taken the uſual oaths, ſet out from Madrid 
with his family, in order to take up his 

reſidence at Sarageſſa. He made his en- 
try into that city with all imaginable mag- 
nificenee; and the Arragonians ſhew'd by 
their acclamations, that I had given them a 
vice-roy who was very acceptable to them. 


on A P. / XIII. 
Gil Blas mevis Don Gaſton de Co gol- 
108, and Don Andrea de Tordefll 
las, in the king's apartment ; abitben 
they all went ; the concluſion of the 
72 Don Gaſton and Donna He- 
2 de Galiſteo; what ſervice San- 
tillane did Tordeſillas. | 


1 WAS perfectly in raptures, on hav- 
ing fo fortunately chang'd a diſcard- 
ed governor into a vice- roy; even the 
lords of Leyva themſelves were leſs over- 
joy*d thereat, than me: Another occaſion 
ſoon offer*d for me to employ my credit in 
behalf of a friend; which I think I ought 
to relate, to convince my readers I was no 
longer the ſame Gil Blas who ſold all the 
court 


Chap. 13. of GIL BLAS. 249 
court favours under the former adminiſtra- 
tion. 

HaPPENING to be one day in the kinds 
antichamber, where I was diſcourſing with. 
ſome noblemen, who, knowing me to be 
a favourite of the prime miniſter's, did 
not diſdain my converſation. 1 e 
in the crowd, Don Gaſton de Cogollos, the 
priſoner of ſtate whom I had left in the 
tower of Segovia: He was with Don Andrea: 
de Tordgſillas, whom I had left governour 
of the ſaid rower. I quitted my company 
very willingly to go and embrace thoſe two 
old friends; and if they were ſurprized at 
ſeeing me there, I was much more ſo at meet. 
ing them in a place ſo unexpected. After 
ſeveral hearty embraces on both ſides, Dos 
Gaſton laid : Signior de Santillane, we have 
abundance of queſtions to aſk each other, 
but we are not here in a place convenient 
for that purpoſe; ſuffer me to carry you 
where Signior Torde/illas, and I ſhall be glad 
to have a long converſation with you. I 
conſented, we broke thro* the crowd, and 
went out of the palace, We found Dan 
Caſton's coach, which was waiting for him 
in the ſtreet, and getting all into it, drove 
to the great ſquare, where the bull. fights are 
perform'd, and where Cogollos liv'd in a 
very handſome Hotel. | 


M 5 Signior 
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Signior Gil Blas, ſaid Don Andrea, when 
we were in a parlour magnificently - fur- 
niſh'd,'1 thought that at your departure 
from Segovia you hated the court, and was 
reſolved to abandon it for ever. That 
indeed was my defign, anſwered I, and 
whilſt the late king lived I did not change 
my mind; but when I knew the prince 
his ſon was upon the throne, I was deſi- 
rous of 'trying whether the new monarch 
would remember me. He did call me 
to remembrance, , and I had the good 
luck to be favourably received by him; 
he even recommended me himſelf to his 
firſt miniſter, who has taken a liking 
to me, and with whom your humble fer- 
vant is more in favour, than ever he was 
with the duke of Lerma. This, Signior Don 
Andrea, is what I had to tell you; now be 
plealed to acquaint me whether you are 
ſtill governor of the tower of Segovia. No 
indeed, anſwer'd he, the count-duke has 
put another in my place : undoubtedly. he 
imagined me entirely devoted to his prede- 
ceſſor. Ard I, ſaid Don Gaſton, have been 
ſet at liberty for a contrary reaſon ; the 
firſt miniſter no ſooner knew of my being 
confined in the priſon of Segovia, by the 
duke. of Lerma's orders, but he releas'd 
me: I muit now inform you, Sigwior Gif 


= Blas 
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Blas, what has befallen me, ice my en- 
largement. +: > 
Tux firſt thing I did, rived he, os | 
having thank*d Don Andrea, for his civili- 
ties to me during my impriſonment, was to 
repair to Madrid: I made my appearance 
before the count-duke, who ſaid to me; 
don't apprehend that your misfortune will 
be in the leaſt prejudicial to your reputa- 
tion; you are fully juſtified : I am fo much 
the more aſſur'd of your innocence, be- 
cauſe the marquiſs de Villareal, whole 
accomplice you was ſuſpected to be; was 
not guilty himſclfs notwithſtanding; his be- 
ing a Portugueze, and even a relation of 
the duke of Braganza s, he is leſs in his 
intereſts than in thoſe of the king my maſter. 
It ought not therefore to have been impated 
to you as a crime, that you was devoted 
to that marquiſs; waerefore to repair the 
injury that has been done you, in accuſing 
you of treaſon, the king gives you a. lieu- 
renant's commiſſion in his Spar guards, 
I accepted of the poſt, only I begg'd the mi- 
niſter, before I enter'd upon my duty, to ſuf- 
fer me to go to Coria, to ſee my aunt Non 
na Eleonora de Laxarilla: The miniſter 
granted me a month for that purpoſe, and I 
ſet out for that place with only one footman. 
We had already paſs'd Colmenar, and were 
80 into a hollow way between two hills, 
M 6 when 


. 5 
er 
1 


plied he, I judge more favourably of you; 
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when we perceived a cavalier, who was de- 
fending himſelf valiantly, againſt three 
men who attacked him all together. I did 
not in the leaſt hefitate what I ſhould do, 
but made haſte to join him, and placed 
myſelf by his ſide. I obſerved as we were 
fighting, that our adverſaries were maſk*d 
and that we had to do with vigorous an- 
ragoniſts : nevertheleſs, in ſpite of their 
firength, and their addreſs, we remained 
conquerors z I ran one through, he fell 
from his horſe, and the other two fled a- 
way in an inſtant, Ir is true, the victory 


was no leſs fatal to us, than to the 


wretch J had killed; for after the action, 
my companion and I both felt ourſelves 
dangerouſly wounded, But imagine how 
great was my ſurprize, when I found this 
cavalier to be Combados, the huſband of 
Donna Helena, He was no leſs aſtoniſhed to 
jee that I was his defender: Ah! Don 
Gaſton, cried he, what! is it you that 
came to my aſſiſtance ? when you fo ge- 
nerouſly took my part, you knew not I was 
the man who had robbed you of your mi- 
ſtreſs. I was ignorant of it indeed, anſwer'd 
I, but had I been certain of it, do you think 
I ſhould have heſitated upon doing as I did? 
could you have fo ill an opinion of me, to 
think me of fo mean a ſpirit ? no, no, re- 


and 
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and if I die of my wounds, I hope yours 


will not prevent your being the better 


for my death,  Combados, ſaid I, although 
J have not yet forgot Donna Helena, know 
that I don't defire her Poſſeſſion at the 
expence of your life; I even applaud myſelf 
for having contributed to the ſaving you 
from the three aſſaſſines, becauſe therein 1 
have done an action that is agreeable to 
your ſpouſe. 

WuriLsT we were talking in this man- 
ner, my footman diſmounted, and 
up to the cavalier who lay ftretched out 
upon the duſt, pulled off his maſk, and diſ- 
covered a face which Combados immediately 
knew. Tis Caprara, cryed he, that per- 
fidious couſin, who out of ſpite, for ha- 
ving miſſed of a rich inheritance, which he 
had unjuſtly diſputed with me, has long ſe- 
cretly nouriſhed the deſign of aſſaſſinating 
me, and had at laſt pitched upon this day 
for putting it in execution; but heaven has 
ordained that he ſhould fall the victim of 
his own villany. 

In the mean while our blood ran very 
freely, and we loſt ſtrength viſibly ; how- 
ever, as much wounded as we were, we 
made a ſhift to reach the town of Villareja, 
which was but two muſquets ſhot from- the 
field of battle. As ſoon as we came to the 
firſt inn, we deſired ſome ſurgeons ;; and 

accordingly 
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accordingly one came, who was ſaid to be 


very ſkilful : He ſearched our wounds, 


which he found highly dangerous, and dreſ- 
fed them ; the next day, on taking off the 


dreſſings, he told us, the wounds of Don 


Blas were mortal; as for mine, he judged 


more favourably of them, and the event 


ſhewed him to be no falſe prophet. 

Combados, finding himſelf condemned 
to death, bent all his thoughts upon prepa- 
Ting himſelf for it: he ſent likewiſe an 
expreſs to his wife, to acquaint her both 
with what had paſſed, and the melancholy 
condition he was in. Donna Helena was 
ſoon at Villarejo: ſhe came thither with her 


mind perplexed with an uneaſineſs, that 


proceeded from two different cauſes ; the 
danger to- which her huſband's life lay 
expoſed, and the fear of having a paſſion, 
that was but ill extinguiſhed, kindled a- 
gain a-freſh at the ſight of me: this put 
her into a terrible agitation. Madam, 
faid Don Blas, as ſoon as ſhe came into 
his preſence, you are arrived juſt time 


enough to receive my laſt farewel ; I am 


at the point of death, and I look upon 
my fate as a puniſhment from heaven, 
for having torn you from Don Gaſton by an 
impoſture: far from murmuring at it, I 
exhort you myſelf, to reſtore to him a 
heart of man I have robbed him : her 

tcars 
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tears were the only anſwer Donna Helena 
gave to this ſpeech z and indeed they were 
the beſt reply ſhe could have made; not 
being as yet enough diſengaged from me, 
to forget the artifice he had uſed, to induce 
her to break her word with me. 11 
II fell out, as the furgeon had foretold, 
that in leis than three days Combados died 
of his wounds; whereas mine gave great 
hopes of a ſpeedy cure: and the young 
widow, entirely taken up with the care 
of having her huſband's body removed 
to Coria, in order to pay him all the ho- 
nours ſhe owed to his memory, ſet out 
from Villarejo on her return thither, after 
having enquired, as it were out of meer 
good manners, of the ſtate of my health. 
As ſoon as I was in a condition to follow 
her, I went likewiſe for Coria, where I re- 
covered my ſtrength compleatly 3 upon 
which, Donna Eleonora, my. aunt, and Don 
George de Galiſteo, Donna Helena's father, 
reſolved we ſhould be married without de- 
lay, for fear fate ſhould again part us, 
by ſome new misfortune. Our wedding 
then was clapt. up without any noiſe, on 
account of Don Blas's too recent: death 
and in a few days after I returned to Ma. 
drid. As I, had exceeded the time preſcri- 
bed me by the count - duke for my jour- 
ney, I was afraid that miniſter would have 

given 
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given my lieutenancy to another; 
had not diſpoſed of it, and had even the 


but he 


goodneis to accept of my excuſes for my 


long ſtay. 


I am now therefore, 1 Cogolles,. 
lieutenant of the ſpaniſh guards, and I am 
very well pleaſed with my poſt: I have got 
acquainted - with a ſet of agreeable com- 
pany, and paſs my time with. them to 
my ſatisfaction. Iwiſh I could ſay as much, 
cry*d Don Andrea, but I am very far from 
being contented with my lot; I have 
loſt my place, which though not agreeable, 
was very beneficial, and have no friends 


who have ſufficient credit to 


e MC 


another wherein I may be ſettled. Pardon 
me, Sigmor Don Andrea, interrupted I ſmil- 
ing, you have a friend in me, who may 
be of ſome uſe to you. I have already 
told you, that I am more in favour with 
the count- duke, than ever I was with the 
duke of Lerma; and you have the bold- 
neſs to tell me to my face, you know no 
body who can procure you a good ſettle- 
ment. Have not I already done you a ſer- 
vice of the ſame nature. Don't you re- 
member my getting you named for a poſt 


at Mexico, where you mult have made your 
fortune, if love had not detained you in 


the city of Aicant? I am much more a- 


ble to ſerve you now, when I have the ear 


of 
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of the firſt miniſter. I rely then wholly 
upon you, reſumed Torde/illas ; but, added 
he, ſmiling, in his turn, pray don't ſend 
me to Nev Spain ; T would not go thither, 
though it were even to be made prelidens 
of the audience at Mexico. 
W were interrupted i in this part of our 
diſcourſe by the coming of Donna (Helena 
into the room; whoſe agreeable perſon 
fully anſwered the idea J had formed to 
myſelf of her charms. Madam, faid Co- 
gollos, preſenting me to her, this is the 
Signior de Santillane, of whom you have 
ſometimes heard me talk, and whofe di- 
verting company has often given a truee 
to my ſorrows during my confmement. 
Yes, madam, ory*d I, 40 Donna Helens; 
he delighted in my converſation, becauſe 
you was always the ſubjett. Don George's 
daughter anſwered this compliment with 
great modeſty, after which I too my 
leave of this new married couple, proteſt- 
ing L. was overjoy'd that a happy wed- 
lock had at Jaſt ſucceeded to their long 


and conſtant paſſion. After this applying 


myſelf to Tordeſillas, I deſired him to tell 
me where he lodged; which when he had 
informed me; without bidding you fare- 
wel, Don Andrea, ſaid I, 'tis to be hoped 
that before a week is expired, you will 

be 
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\be convinced my ow: is nequal to my 
good- will. 

I was not ek in 5 expectation; ; 
the very next morning the count-duke 
gave me an opportunity of obliging my 
friend Tordeſillas. Santillane, ſaid bis ex- 
celleney, the place of governor of the royal 
priſon at Valladolid is vacant, it brings 
in above three hundred piſtoles a ytcar; 
and I have a great mind to make you a 
preſent of it. I would not have it, my 
lord, anſwered I, though it were worth ten 
. thouſand ducats per annum; I renounce 
all poſts that I cannot | poſſeſs without 
: quitting your ſervice; + But you may very 
well enjoy that poſt, replied the miniſter, 
without being obliged to leave Madrid, 
any otherwiſe than to go from time to 
time to r to look into the ſtate of 
the goal. You may ſay what you pleaſe, 
reſumed 1 but I will have nothing to do 
with this employment, but on condition 
of refigning it in favour of a brave gentle- 
man, named Don Andrea de Tordefillas, 
formerly governor of the tower of Se- 
govia : J ſhould be very glad to make 
him this preſent, as. an acknowledgement 


for his good uſage of me in my confine- 
ment, 


Tas 
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Tu is diſcourſe made the miniſter laugh; 
by what I ſee, Gil Blas, ſaid he, you will 
make a governor of the priſon-royal, as 
well as you did a vice-roy, Well, be it ſo, 
my lad, I grant you the vacant place for 
Tordęſillas; but tell me truly, what profit 
will you get by it? for I can't think you 
fool enough to be willing to make uſe of 
your credit for nothing. My lord, an- 
ſwered I, muſt not a man pay his debts 3 
Don Andrea, without any intereſt, ſhewed 
me all the kindneſs in his power; ought 
not I to do the ſame by him? Tou are 
grown very diſintereſted, Signior de Santil- 
lane, replied his excellency, you was quite 
the reverſe, as I remember, under the laſt 
adminiſtration, I confeſs it, ſaid I; bad 
examples corrupted my morals : as every 
thing was ſold then, I conformed myſelf 
to the faſhion; and as every thing is 
given now gratis, I have reſumed my in- 
tegrity. | Wan“ Daun 
I obtained then the government of the 
priſon- royal of Valladolid, for Don Andrea 


de Tordefillas, and fent him away ſoon! to 


that city, as well fatisfied with his new 
ſettlement, as I was with having diſcharg- 


ed my ſelf of the obligations I had to 
him, Wo, 3 
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CHAP. XIV. 


” 


anlage goes to ſee the poet Nugnez; 
what perſons he found there, an what 
ame aan Paſje between them. 


NE afternoon the fancy took me to 
go and viſit the poet of Aſturias, 
having a great curioſity to ſee what ſort of 
lodgings he had got: I went then to the 
Hotel of Signior Don Betrand Gomez del 
Ribero, and enquired for Nugnez, He does 
not live here now, faid a footman who was 
at the door ; le lodges there at preſent, 
added he, pointing to a neighbouring 
houſe, he has an apartment there back» 
wards. I went thither then, and after ha- 
ving croſſed a little court, entered into a 
room with bare walls, where I found my 
friend Fabricio {till at table, with five or ſix 
of his companions, whom he was treating 
that day. 

Dinner was Juſt over, and conſequent- 
ly they were in a fit humour for diſputing 
but as ſoon as they- perceived me a pro- 
found ſilence ſucceeded to their noiſy con- 
troverſies. Nugnez role up with great ea- 
gernels to receive. me, crying, gentlemen, 
this is the Signior de Santillane, who 1s wil- 


ling 
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ling to honour me with à viſit, pay your 
homage: with me to the favourite of- the 
prime miniſter. At theſe words, all the 
gueſts got up to ſalute me; and in con- 
ſideration of the title he had givon me, 
were ſuperlatively reſpectful in their civili- 
ties. Although I had no need either of 
eating or drinking, I could: not avoid fits 


ting down at table with them, and even 


pledging them in a bumper which- they 
drank. to my health. 


As I imagined my proſence. baia 
them from going on freely with their diſ- 
courſe: Gentlemen, ſaid I, methinks, I 
have broke in upon your converſation ; 
reſume it again I beg you, or I will be 
gone. Theſe Gentlemen, then ſaid Fa. 
bricio, were talking of the Jphigenia of 
Euripides; the batchelor Melchior de Ville. 
gas, who is a firſt rate ſcholar, aſked Don 

Jacinto de Romarate what effected him moſt 
in this traged + ? Yes, cryed Don Facinto, 
and I anſwered it was the danger to which 
Ipbigenia was expoſed, And I replyed, faid 
the batchelor (which I am ready to make 
out) that it is not her danger which is 
really the moſt affecting circumſtance in 
that piece. What is it then, cried the old 
Licentiate Gabriel de Leon? *Tis the — 
laid the batchelor. 15 

Tas 
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TRE whole company burſt into a loud 
fit of laughter at this anſwer, which I 
did not think was meant ſeriouſly; I imas 

ined that Melchior had only ſaid ſo to en- 
— the converſation. I did not know 
this ſcholar ; he was a man who was by 
no means in jeſt. Laugh on, as much as 


you pleaſe, gentlemen, reſumed: he cold- 


ly, PI maintain that it is the Mind alone 
that ought to affect, move, and ſtrike the 
ſpectators. Imagine to yourſelves, pur- 
ſued he, a numerous army aſſembled to- 
gether to go and beſiege Troy; imagine the 
infinite impatience of the commanders and 
ſoldiers to execute this enterprize, that 
they may return quickly to Greece, where 
they have left all that is molt dear to them, 
their houſhold gods, their wives and chil- 
dren ; nevertheleſs a curſed contrary wind 
detains them in Aulis, and ſeems to nail 
them to the harbour; and if it don't 
change, they cannot go to lay ſiege to the 
city of Priam. Tis the Mind therefore 
that is the moſt affecting circumſtance in 
this tragedy, I am on the Greeks ſide ;; I 
eſpouſe their intereſt, I wiſh only for the 
departure of their fleet, and ſce with an in- 
different eye, Iphigenia, expoſed to danger, 
becauſe: her death is the means to obtain a 
favourable wind of the gods. 7 5 
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- As'ifoon as Yillzgas had done ſpeakingy 
the laughter began again at his expence. 
Nugnez, however, had the malice to bac 
his opinion, on purpoſe to give more 
ſcope to the laughers, who began to vye 
with each other in breaking ſcurvy jeſts 
upon the wind. But the batchelor looking 
upon them all with a phlegmatick .and 
haughty air, called them ignorant and 
vulgar wretches z I expected every mo- 
ment to ſee. them fall together by the 
ears, the uſual end of their  diſputations 
however, I was deceived for once in my 
expectations, they contented themſelves 
with mutually calling each other names, 
and went away after having eaten and drank 
at diſcretion, 

WHEN they were all gone, I aſked Fa- 
bricio why he did not ſtill live with the 
treaſurer, and whether they were at va- 
riance. At variance! anſwered he, hea- 
vens preſerve me from it; I am better 
than ever with Signior Don Bertrand, who 
has given me leave to live ſeparately from 
him. Wherefore I hired this apartment to 
receive my friends" in, and make merry 
with them at liberty, which happens very 
often ; for you know very well I am hot 
of the humour to leave- great riches to 
my heirs; and what is very happy for 
me, I have it now in my power to make 
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Gil Blas is ſent by the mi niſter to To- 
ledo; the motive and ſucceſs of his 
Fn: io 

Month was already almoſt elap- 

ſed, ſince, my lord had ſaid to 
me every day; Santillate, the 
time approaches when I ſhall 
make uſe of your addreſs, and yet this 
N time 
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time never came. I did come, however, 
at laſt, and his excellency ſpoke to me in 
theſe terms: They ſay, that in the com» 
pany of comedians belonging to Toledo, 
there is a young actreſs whoſe*+ talents 
make a great noiſe; they pretend ſhe 
dances and fings divinely z beſides which 
the audience are in perfect raptures at her 
incomparable acting: They add likewiſe 
that ſhe is very beautiful, Such an ad- 
mirable perſon deſerves very well to ap- 
Pear at court: The king loves comedies, 
muſic and dancing; he muſt not be de- 
prived of the pleaſure of ſeeing and hear- 
ing an actreſs of ſuch uncommon merit. 
T have reſolved therefore to fend you to 
Toledo, that you may be judge whether ſhe 
is ſo great a wonder; I will depend upon 
the impreſſion ſhe makes upon you; I re- 
ly upon your taſte, | 
I anſwered his exccllency that I would 
give him a good account of this affair; 
and prepared myſelf to ſet out with only 
one footman, whom I may lay aſide the 
miniſter's livery, that I might do things 
the more myſteriouſty, which was very 
much to the count-duke*s liking. I took 
the road then to Toledo, and when I arri- 
ved there diſmounted at an inn near the 
caſtle. I had ſcarce ſet foot to ground, 
when the landlord, taking me without 
| diſpute, 
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diſpute, for ſome gentleman of that 
country, faid to me: Signior: cavaliery you 
are come to this city undoubtedly to fee the 
auguſt ceremony of the Auto da Fe *, that 
is to be folemnized here to-morrow. I 
anſwered him, yes; thinking it better to 
let him believe ſo, than to give him room 
to queſtion me what brought me to Toledo, 
You will ſee, reſumed he, one of the fi- 
neſt proceſſions that ever was made; they 
ſay there are above a hundred priſoners, 
among which they reckon above ten that 

are to be burnt. . 471 

Ix effect, the next morning, before ſun- 
riſe, J heard all the bells in the city toll; 
they made this jangling to apprize the 
people they were going to begin the Auto 
da Fe. Being curious to fee this ſolem- 
nity, I dreſſed myſelf in haſte, and went 
to the inquiſition. All about there, and 
along all the ſtreets thro? which the pro- 
ceſſion was to paſs, there were ſcaffolds 
built up, upon one of which I got a ſeat 
for my money. In a little time, I per- 
ceived the dominican fryars, who walk*d 
firſt, with the banner of the inquiſition 
carried before them, Thoſe good fathers 
were immediately follow'd by thoſe me- 
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lancholy aide 1 the holy: office 
reſolved that day to ſacrifice. - Theſe mi- 
ſerable wretches went one after another, 
with their heads and feet bare, holding 
each of them a wax taper in his hand, and 
having his * godfather by his ſide. Some had 
a ene of yellow cloth, full of St. An- 
croſſes painted red, and called Sam- 

benito ; wick wore. Cordes, which are 
paſte-board caps in the ſhape of, a ſugar- 


| loaf and covered with flames, and diabo- 


lical figures. 

As I looked with the greateſt attention 
upon theſe unfortunate creatures, with a 
compaſſion that I took great care not to 
be ſeen, for fear it ſhould be imputed 
to me as a crime: I fancy'd I ſaw amongſt 
thoſe whoſe heads were covered with Ca- 
rocbhus, the reverend father Hilary, and his 


companion fryar Ambroſe. They paſs'd 


8 cloſe by me, that it being 
mpoſſible to be miſtaken; what do I ſee 
0 Ito myſelf? Has Heaven then, wea- 
ried out with the impious lives of theſe 
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the juſtice of the inquiſition? Having thus 
ſaid, I felt myſelf ſeized” with horror; 1 
was took with a trembling all over me; 
and my ſpirits were diſordered to fuck a 
degree, that 1 thought I ſhould have 
ſwooned. The correſpondence I had had 
with theſe villains ; the adventure of Xe} 
va; in ſhort, all that we had done toge- 
ther ſtruck my memory that moment; and 
I thought I could never fufficiently thank 
God, for having preſeryed me from the 
ſcapulary, and the Carochas, © 
Wren the ceremony was over, I re- 
turned to my inn, trembling all over at 
the horrible ſpectacle I had juſt ſcen; but 
the dreadful images with which my mind 
was filPd went off inſenſibly, and I on 
thought how to diſcharge well the commiſ- 
fion my maſter had given me. I waited then 
with ES till = time the play was 
to begin, that I might go thither, judgi 
that 25 the firſt 5 5 5 be done 0 8 
ſoon as the hour was come, I went to the 
play-houſe, where I fart next to a knight 
of Alcantara, I ſoon enter'd into diſ- 
courſe with him; Signior, faid I; may u 
ltranger beg leave to aſæ you one que: 
ſtion? Signior Cavalier, anſwered he ver! 
civilly, I ſhall. take it as an honour. 
nave heard the comedians of Toledo highly 
extolled, ſaid I, were not they in the 
; N 3 wrong 
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wrong who commended them ſo much to 
me ? No, reply*d. the knight, their com- 
Pany is not bad, there are even ſome very 
excellent players amongſt them. You will 
ee amongſt others, the beauteous Lucretia, 
an actreſs of but fourteen years old that 
will amaze you. There will be no need of 
my pointing her out to you, when ſhe . 
upon the ſtage, you will eaſil 
ſtinguiſh her. I aſk'd the knight, if ſhe 
would play that evening; he anſwered 
yes, and that ſne had a very ſhining part 
in the comedy that was to be then 
acted. | i 
WELL, the play began, and two actreſſes 
appear*d upon the ſtage, who had neglect- 
ed nothing that could contribute to the ren- 
dering them lovely, but I took neither 
of them for the perſon whom I wanted. 
At laſt Lucretia came forward from behind 
the ſcenes, and her appearance upon the 
ſtage was proclaim'd by a long and gene- 
ral clapping of the hands. Ah! here ſhe 
is, faid I to myſelf: What a noble air! 
What graces ! What ſparkling eyes! The 
tempting creature! In effect, I was very 
well ſatisfied with her, or rather her pre- 
| ſence made a ſenſible impreſſion upon me. 
The very firſt words ſhe ſpoke, were not 
only eaſy and unaffected, but were delivered 
with a life, and fire, and judgment 
above 
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above her age; inſomuch, that I willing- 
ly join'd my applauſes to thoſe ſhe had re- 
ceived from the whole audience, during the 
acting of the play. Well, ſaid the knight, 
you fee thow Lucretia is received by the 
public. I am not at all ſurpriz d at it, 
anſwered J. You wou'd be yet leſs fo, re- 
ply'd he, if you had heard her ſing; ſhe is 
a perfect hren; woe be to them who 
hearken to her without ſtopping their 
ears; neither is her dancing leſs formida- 
ble, purſued he; her feet as dangerous as 
her voice, charm the eye, and force all 
hearts to ſurrender. At this rate, cry'd 
I, it muſt be confeſs'd ſhe is a prodigy. 
What happy mortal has the pleaſure of 
ruining himſelf for fo amiable a creature? 
She has no declared lover, ſaid he, and 
malice itſelf, does not charge her with 
any ſecret intrigue : Nevertheleſs, added 
he, ſhe may have one, for ſhe is under the 
direction of her aunt Eftella, who, with- 
out diſpute, is the molt artful. of all the 
comedians. 38 | 

AT the name of Eſtella, I interrupted 
the Knight with precipitation, to aſk him, 
if this Eſtella was an actreſs of the Toledo 
company: She is one of the beſt, ſaid he 
ſhe has not play'd to-night, and we are 
no gainers by that; ſhe generally acts the. 
chambermaid, and *tis a part ſhe plays 


N 4 perfectly 
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perfectly well. What life and ſpirit ſhe: 
ſhews in her acting! perhaps ſhe: even o- 
ver · does it; but tis a fault on the right 
ſide that ought to be forgiven. The knight 
then told me wonders of this."Ffella ; and 
by the deſcription; he gave me of her 
perſon, I did not in the leaſt doubt, but 
it was Laura, the ſame Laura of whom ſo 
much mention has been made in my 7 
ſtory, and whom I left at Grenade. 
Tnar I might be fully fatisfy'd 45 to 
this point, I went behind the ſcenes when 
the play was over, and aſk'd for Eſtella; and 
ſeeking her every where with my eyes, 1 
found her in one of the dreſſing- rooms, 
where ſne was diſcourſing with ſome gen- 
tleman, who perhaps only regarded her as 
ſne was aunt to Lucretia. I went up 
to ſalute Laura, but whether it was thro?” 
caprice, or to puniſi me for my precipi- 
tated departure from Grenada, ſhe made 
as if ſhe did not know me, and received 
my civilities with ſo cold an air, that I 
was. a little confounded. Inſtead of re- 
ptoaching! her in Jeſt for this cool recep- 
tion, I was fool enough to be provoked. 
at it. I even went away abruptly, and re- 
ſolved, in my anger, to return to Madrid 
the very next day. In order to be reven- 
ged of Laura, ſaid I, her niece ſhall not 


have the honour of appearing before the- 
king; 


* 
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king; to this end, I need only give the 
miniſter what character IJ pleaſe of Lucretia. 
I need only fay, ſhe dances with an ill 
grace, that her voice is ſhrill, and that 
all her charms are owing to her youth; 
and I am ſure his excellency will have no 
deſire to bring her to court. 

Sven was the vengeance 1 reſolved t to 
take of Laura, for her rude behaviour to 
me, but my reſentment was of no long 
continuance, Next day, as I was prepa- 
ring to ſet out, a little foot-boy enter*d 
my room, and faid, here is a note I am 
to deliver to the Signior de Santillane. That 
is me, child, ſaid I, taking the letter, 
which I opened, and found theſe words: 
Forget the manner in which you was received 
laſt night behind the ſcenes, and ſuffer your 
ſelf to be conducted where the bearer will bring 
you. Immediately I follow'd the little foot- 
boy, who, when we were near the thea- 
tre, introduced me to a very handſome 
houſe, where I found Laura at her toilet, | 
in a very genteel apartment. 

SHE roſe up to embrace me, and ſaid, 
Signior Gil Blas, I know very- well'you have 
no reaſon to be pleaſed with the recep- 
tion you met with laſt night, when you 
came to ſalute me behind the ſcenes; an 
old friend, like you, had a right to ex- 
pect a better RM but I muſt tell 
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you, to excuſe myſelf, that I was in the 
worſt humour in the world juſt when you 
came up to me. My head was full of 
ſome malicious ſpeeches, that one. of our 
gentlemen had been pleaſed to make about 
my - niece, whoſe reputation is dearer to 
me than my own. Your abrupt going a- 
way, purſued ſhe, made me ſenſible of my 
diſtraction; and that very moment I charg'd 
my foot-boy to follow you to know your 
lodging, with deſign to attone for my 
fault to-day. It is entirely atton'd for, 
my dear Laura, ſaid I, let us ſpeak no 
more of it: Let us rather inform each other 
mutually, what has befallen us, ſince the 
unfortunate day when the fear of a juſt 
chaſtiſement made me leave Grenada with 
ſome precipitation. I left you, if you re- 
member it, in a pretty great perplexity, 
how did you extricate yourſelf from it? 
Had not you need of all your addreſs to 
appeaſe your Portugueze lover? Not in the 
leaſt anſwered Laura; don't you know, 
that, in ſuch caſes, men are fo weak, that 
they ſometimes even ſave the women the 
trouble of juſtifying themſelves ? 
I ſtill infiſted upon it, continued ſhe, to 
the marquiſs de Marialva, that you was my 
brother. Forgive me, Signior de Sautillane, 
if I treat you as familiarly as formerly; 
but I cannot leave off my old cuſtoms. 1 
; | 1 
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will tell you then, that I came off by the 
dint of impudence. Don't you ſee, ſaid 
I, to the Portugueze nobleman, that this 
is all the effects of rage and jealouſy: 
Narciſſa, my companion, and my rival, 
exaſperated to ſee me in quiet poſſeſſion 
of a heart ſhe has miſſed, has play'd me 
this trick; ſhe has bribed the under- 
ſnuffer of the candles; and he, to ſerve 
her reſentment, has the impudence to ſay, 
that he knew me at Madrid, chambermaid 
to Arſenia: Nothing can be more falſe ; 
Don Antonio Cælo's widow, has always 
had more elevated ſentiments, than to 
ſtoop to ſerve an. actreſs. Beſides, what 
proves the falſity of this accuſation, is, 
my brother's precipitated retreat, were 
he preſent, he could confute this Calumny; 
but Narciſa, no doubt, has had recourſe 
to ſome new artifice to make him va- 
niſh. . 

ALTHo? theſe reaſons, purſued Laura, 
were not the beſt in the world to make 
my apology, the marquiſs had the good- 
neſs to be fatisfy*d therewith z; and that 

natur'd nobleman continued to love 

me till the day he left Grenada, to return to 
Portugal, Indeed his departure follow'd ve- 
ry ſoon after yours, and Zapata's wife had 

the pleaſure to ſee me loſe the lover, of 
whom I had. deprived her. After this I lived 
N 6 Kill 
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{till ſome years longer at Grenada, when 
our company falling together by the ears, 
(which happens ſometimes amongſt us) 
fome went to Seville, others to Cordova, and 
I came to Taledo; where J have been theſe 
ten years with my niece Lucretia, whom 
you muſt have ſeen laſt night, ſince you was 
at the play. e FL 

I could not forbear laughing at theſe 
words, and Laura aſk'd me the reaſon. 

Can't you eaſily gueſs, faid 1? You have 
neither brother nor ſiſter, and conſequent- 
ly you cannot be aunt to Lucrelia; beſides 
which, when J reckon up within myſelf, 
the time that is paſſed ſince our laſt ſe pa- 
ration, and compare it with the age of 
your niece, methinks you two might yet 
be a little nearer a-kin. | 

E underſtand you, Signior Gil Blas, an- 
ftwered Don Antonio's widow, with a little 
bluſh ; how exact you are in your calcula- 
tions ! there is no poſſibility of impoſing 
upon you. Well, ſince it muſt out, I own 
it, friend, Lucretia is my daughter by the 
marquiſs de Marialva; ſhe is the fruits of 
our union; I cannot conceal it from you 
any longer. How mightily you put your 
ſoelf to it, my queen, faid I, in revealing 

to me this ſecret 3 after having made me 
the confidant of your pranks with the 
ſte ward of the hoſpital of Zamora: Be- 
| ſides, 
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ſides, let me tell you, Lucretia is a perſon 
of ſuch uncommon merit, that the publie 
can never thank you ſufficiently for having | 
made them ſuch a preſent : it w * 
wiſhed your companions never made — 
worſe. 

Ir any malicious reader, calling to mind 
kere the private converſations I had with 
Laura at Grenada, when I was ſecretary to 
the marquis of Marialva, ſhould ſuſpect 
me of having a right to diſpute with that 
nobleman the honour of being Lucretiaꝭs 
father, it isa ſuſpicion, which, to my ſhame, 
I muſt own to be very unjuſt. 

I gave Laura an account, in- my turn, 
of my principal adventures, and the pre- 
ſent ſtate of my affairs; to which ſhe hear- 
kened with an attention that ſhewed me it 
was not indifferent to her. Friend Santil- 
lane, (aid ſhe, when I had ended, by what 
I can perceive, you act a pretty conſi- 
derable part upon the theatre of the 
world; you can't imagine how much I 
am overjoyed at it. When I carry Lucre- 
tia to Madrid, to enter her in the king's 
company, I flatter myſelf ſhe will find a 
powerful protector in the Signior de Sans 
tillane. Doubt it not in the leaſt, anſwer' d 
IJ, you may depend upon me: I will 
get your daughter received into the 
king company Whenever you "7 I 

are 
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dare venture to promiſe you that, without 
| cm, too much upon my own power. 

would take you at your word, re- 
plied Laura, a ſet out to-morrow for 
Madrid, if I was not confined here by my 
engagements with our company. An or- 
der from court will ſet aſide your en- 
gagements, ſaid I, and I will take upon 
myſelf to procure you one; you fhall 
have it in leſs than eight days. It will 
pleaſe me very much to rob the Toledans of 
Lucretia; fo beautiful and fine an actreſs 
is made for court ; we have a right and 
title to her. 

JvsT as 1 had thus ſaid, Lucretia enter'd 
he” room, with ſuch an air and grace, 
that I could have fancied, IT had ſeen the 
goddeſs Hebe. She had juft got out of bed, 
and her natural beauty, diſplaying all its 
charms, without the help of art, dazzled 
the eye with an inchanting object. Come 
hither neice, ſaid her pretended aunt, 
come and thank this gentleman for his 

-will to us: he is one of my old 
riends, who has great credit at court, 
and will undertake to get us both into the 
king's company. This diſcourſe feemed 
to give the little maiden ſome pleaſure; 
inſomuch, that ſhe-made me a low curteſy, 
and faid with a bewitching ſmile, I return 
you, fir, my humbleſt thanks, for your 
obliging 
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obliging intentions; but in taking me away 
from an audience that fancies me, are you 
ſure I ſhall not be diſliked by the people 
at Madrid ? I ſhall be a loſer perhaps. 
the exchange. I remember to have h 
my aunt fay, ſhe has ſeen actors highly 
applauded in one place, and hiſs'd in ano- 
ther ; that frightens me : Take care how 
you expoſe me to the contempt of 'the 
court, and yourſelf to their reproaches. 
Charming Lucretia, anſwered I, that 1s 
what neither of us need apprehend : I ra- 
ther fear your enflaming every heart, and 
cauſing variance amongſt our grandees, 
My niece's apprehenſions, faid Laura, 
are better grounded than your's; however, 
I hope, they will be both without foun- 
dation: if Lucretia's charms are not ſuffi- 
eient to make a noiſe in the world, to atone 
tor that ſhe is not actreſs bad enough to de- 
ſerve to be deſpiſed. | #1 
We continued our converſation for yet 
ſome time longer; and I had reaſon to 
judge by every word Lucretia ſpoke, that 
ſhe was a girl of a ſuperior underſtanding : 
I took leave afterwards of theſe two heroines 
of the ſtage, aſſuring them they ſhould 
without delay have an order from court 
to come to Madria, | | 
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| Santillane gives an account of his com- 


miſſion to the miniſter, who charges 
him to ſend for Lucretia to Madrid : 

_ the arrival of that aftreſs, and her 

firſt appearance upon the king's tbe- 
ate. 5 


AT my return to Madrid, I found the 

count- duke very impatient to know 
the ſucceſs of my journey. Gil Blas, faid 
he, have you ſeen the actreſs in queſtion ? 
Has the merit enough to be worth ſend- 
ing for to court? My lord, anſwered J, 


fame, which generally extolls handſome 


people more than they deſerve, does not 
even do juſtice to the young Lucretia ; ſhe 
is a prodogy, both for her beauty, and her 


* 


other accompliſhments. 
Is it poſſible, cried the miniſter, with 


an inward ſatisfaction, which I read in his 


eyes, and which made me think it was on 
his own account he had ſent me to Toledo; 
is it poſſible ſhe ſhould be as lovely as you 
repreſent her? When you ſee her, replied 
J. you will confeſs there is no ſaying any 
thing in her praiſe, but what will fall 
ſhort of what her charms really deſerve. 


Sau- 
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Samillane, reſumed his excelleney; 97 


me a faithful account of your journey, I 
ſhall: be glat! to hear it. To ſatisfy my 
maſter then; 1 related to him all: that had 
2 — to which I added the hiſtory of Lau- 

I informed him that this actreſs had 
ba Lucretia by the marquis de Murialva, 
a noble Portugutze,” who happening to ſtop 
at Grenada in his travels, fell in love 
with her. In ſhort, when I had recited: to 
his excellency-all the paſſages between theſe 
players and me; he fad, I am glad Lu. 
Any is daughter to a man of quality; 
that will make me concern myſelf the more 
for her; we muſt have her here. But g6 
on, purſued he, as you have begun; don't 


let me appear therein; let all be placed to 


the account of Gil Blas de Santillane. 
I went then to Carnoro, and told him his 
excellency would have an order made out, 
3 the king received into his compa- 
y, Eſtella, and Lucretia, actreſſes of the 
n at Toledo. Yes, Signior de San: 
tillane, ſaid Carnero, with a malicious 
ſmile, it ſhall be done without delay, 
ſince, according to all appearance, you 
concern yourſelf for thoſe two ladies. At 
the fame time he made out the order him- 
felf, and delivered it to me; and I ſent it 
away immediately to Eſtella, by the ſame 
rant that had attended me to Toledo. A. 
bout 
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daughter arrived at Madrid, and took rea- 
dy-furniſh'd lodgings within two ſteps of 
the king's theatre, after which their firſt 
care was to let me know it by a line from 
them. I went that moment to their lodg- 
ings, where after a thouſand offers of ſer- 
vice on my part, and as many thanks on 
theirs, I left them to prepare for makin 
their firſt appearance, which I wiſhed 
might be both ſucceſsful and ſhining, -  - 
Tuer gave themſelves out in the bills 
for two new actreſſes, whom the king's 
company had juſt received amongſt them by 
an order from the court; and they began 
with a comedy they had uſed to play at To- 
ledo with applauſe. 130 
Is there any place in the world where 
they are not fond of novelty in their 
diverſions? There was that day an ex- 
traordinary concourſe at the playhouſe, and 
it may cafily be believed 1 did not fail 
being there: I was even in ſome pain 
for them before the play began; as much 
prepoſſeſſed as I was in favour of the 
mother and daughter, I trembled for 
them, ſo much was I in their intereſt, 
But they had fcarce opened their mouths, 
before they diſpelled all my fears, by 
the applauſes they received. Eſtella 
was looked upon as a conſummate * 
| r 


% 


bout a week -afterwards the mother and 
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for the comical parts; and Lucretia as 2 
prodigy when in the character of a lover. 
The latter, eſpecially, won every heart, 


ſome admiring the luſtre of her eyes, whilſt 
others were moved with the ſweetneſs of her 


voice; and all in general being ſtruck with 
the graces and dazzling brightneſs of her 
blooming youth, went away in raptures at 
her preſence. | 

Fux count duke, who intereſted himſelf 
more than I imagined in the performance of 


this actreſs, was that night at the theatre. 
I ſaw him go out towards the end of the 
piece, very well pleaſed, as I fancied, with 
our two comedians. Curious to know 
whether he was actually ſo much charm'd 


wich them, I haſtened home after him, and 


following him into his cloſet, where he had 
zuſt entered before me: Well, my lord, 


faid I, is your excellency ſatisfied with the 


little Mariatva ? My excellency, anſwered + 
he ſmiling, would be very difficult, if I re- 
fuſed to join his approbation to that of 


the public : Yes, my boy, I am charmed 


with your Lucretia, and don't in the leaſt 
doubt but his majeſty will be highly pleagd; 


with ſeeing her, 
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þ CHAP. mW. 


48 RE a gere noiſe at court, 
and plays {by the king, who falls.in 
2 a 8 con 2 71 that 


T HE appearance of theſe two new 
actreſſes ſoon made abundance of 
noiſe at court; the very next morning 
they were ſpoken of at the king's levee : 
Some noblemen extolled eſpecially the 
young Lucretia, and deſcribed her ſo lovely, 
that the monarch was ſtruck with it ; but 
diſſembling the impreſſion their diſcourſe 
had made upon him, he kept filence, and 
ſeemed not to give any attention to it. 
Never THELESS, as ſoon as he was left 
alone with the count-duke, he aſked him 
who that actreſs was, whom they recom- 
mended ſo highly. The miniſter anſwered, 
ſhe was a young player of Toledo, who had 
made her firſt appearance the night before 
with great ſucceſs. This actreſs, continued 
he, is called Lucretia (a name very ſuitable 
to perſons of her profeſſion) ſhe is of San- 
tillane's acquaintance, and he gave me ſuch 
ani adyantageous character of her, that I 
thought FORE to receive her into your 
: majeſty*s 


jeſty's company. The King ſmiled on 
956 my name, perhaps becauſe he then 
remembered it was by my means he became 
acquainted with Catalina, and he had a 
thought that 1 might chance to do Him the 
ſame ſervice on this occaſion. + Count; ſaid 
he to the miniſter, I Will ſee this Lucretia 


. 


play to-morrow night, and I charge you to 
lend her notice of it. 
Tux count duke having given me 
account of this converſation, and 7 —j— 
me of the king's intentions, diſpatched me 
to the two actreſſes, to apprize them 
thereof. Iam come, fail H f Laura, whom 
I met firſt, to tell you great news: Yau 
will have to-morrow, amongſt your ſpecta- 
tors, the (overcign of che kingdom 3 this is 
what the miniſter has ordered me to acquai 
you with: I don't doubt but both 
daughter and you will uſe your — „ 
forts to deſerve the honour this monarch 
will do you; but I adviſe you to chuſe a 
play wherein there is both ſinging, and 
dancing, that Lucretia may have an op- 
portunity of diſplaying at once all her ta- 
lents, and ſtrike him with admiration. 
We will follow your counſel, anſwered 
Laura, and it ſhall not be our faults, if 
his majeſty is not ſatisfied. He can't be o- 
therwile, replied. I, ſeeing Lucretia enter 
the room in a diſhabille, which became 
| her 
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her wore chan the richeſt of her ſtage 
dreſſes: he will be ſo much the better 
pleasd with your lovely niece, as he loves 
finging and dancing above all things; 
he may even be tempted to throw her his 
handkerchief. I don't at all wiſh him to 
have that temptation, faid Laura; as 
powerful a monarch as he is, he might 
chance to meet with ſome obſtacles to the 
accompliſhment of his deſires. Lucretia, 
tho bred up behind the ſcenes, is a girl of 
virtue; 3 ee . ſne takes 
in ſeeing herſelf applauded upon the ſtage, 
ſhe had 32 rather paſs for a modeſt woman 
than a good actreſs. | 

Avr, faid the little N. joining 
then in the converſation, ſhould we 
create monſters in our imaginations to 
combat them afterwards? I fhall never 
have the trouble to reſiſt the king's 
addreſſes ; the delicacy of his taſte will 
fave him from the reproaches he would 
deſerve, ſhould he debaſe himſelf fo low as 
to look on me. But, lovely Lucretia, ſaid 
I, if it ſhould ſo fall out that his maje- 
ty ſhould devote himſelf to you, and chuſe 
you for his miſtreſs, would you be ſo cru- 


el, to ſuffer him to languiſh in your 
chains, like an ordinary lover. Wh not, 
anſwered ſne? Tes, no doubt; and ſetting 


virtue "_ methinks my vanity _ 
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be more flattered by having reſiſted his 
paſſion, than if I ſhould have yielded to it. 
I was not à little aſtoniſhed to ir 
of Laura's talk after that rate, and I leſt | 
them both, commending the latter for ha- 
- ving given the other ſo good an education. 
NexT day the king, impatient to ſee 
Lucretia, went to the playhouſe: they 
acted a piece ſet off with entertainments of 
ſinging and dancing, wherein our young 
actreſs ſhin*”d wonderfully, I kept my 
eyes fixed upon his majeſty from the be- 
ginning to the end, and apply'd myſelf 
to diſcover by his looks, what he thought 
of her; but he put my penetration to a 
ſtand, by an air of gravity which he 
affected to aſſume during the whole play. 
T could not tell 'till next day what I was 
in pain to know. Santillane, ſaid the 
miniſter to me, I am juſt come from the 
king, who has talked to me of Lucretia 
with ſo much fire, that I don't in the leaſt 
doubt but he is ſmitten with this young 
actreſs; and as I told him it was you that 
had her brought from Toledo, he has ex- 
preſſed a deſire of diſcourſing you upon 
that head in private: Go directly to his 
chamber, where orders are already given 
for your admittance; run, and make haſte 
back again to give me an account of your 

converſation, | 
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2411 flew immediately to the King, wh 


| Li found: alone 4 he Was. walking veryicts 
kill I came, and ſcemed. tg 


bare hp 
head full of thought. Tie aſked; me 
abundance of queſtions about Lacret ia, 
and obliged me to tell him her whole ſto- 
ry : after this he demanded of me if 
that little fyeeg had ice u had ſome 
intrigue. I aſſured im to the contra- 
ry, — 2 the raſhneſs of ſuch 
kind of aſfurances, which - ſeemed. to give 


his majeſty abundance, of pleaſure: it it 


be ſo, reſumed he, I chuſe you for my agent 


to Lucretia; I will have her informed of her 


conqueſt by your aſſiſtance: go, and ac- 
quaint her with it from me, purſued he, 
putting in my bes a box full of jewels, 
to the value of fi ty thouſand crowns, 
and tell her I beg — to accept this preſent 
till I give her me more ſolid marks of 
WF. paſſion. 

BITORE I nenformed this commiſſian, I 
vent and joined the count-duke, to whom 
1 gave a faithful account; of all the king 
had ſaid to me: I imagined that miniſter 


would be more afflicted than rejoiced at it; 


for I thought, as has been already obſerved, 


he. had himſelf had a deſign upon Lucretia, 


and would be chagrin'd on hearing his 


maſter was hecome his rival; but I was 


n deceived. Far from ſeeming mor- 
tified 
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tified at it, he was infinitely over-joyed 
that not being able to contain himſelf, he 
let ſome words eſcape him, which did 
not fall to the ground. Oh! by. S.. 
FRANCIS (aid he) PHILIPP, I 
have you now ſafe : it is now you will begin 
to be afraid of buſineſs. This apoſtrophe 
diſcovered to me all the count-duke?s art- 
ful management; I ſaw thereby that this 
nobleman fearing his majeſty would apply 
himſelf to ftate-affairs, endeavoured to 
amuſe him by ſuch pleaſures as were moſt 
agreeable to his humour. Santillane, ſaid 
he, afterwards, loſe no time; make haſte 
my boy, to execute the important order 
you have received, which many noble- 
men at court would be proud of being em- 
ployed in. Remember, purſued he, you 
have not here the count de Lemos, who 
deprives you of the beſt part of the honour 
of the ſervice done; you ſhall have it whol! 
yourſelf, and what is more, all the profit. 
Trvs did his excellency gild the pill, 
which I ſwallowed very patiently, but not 
without being ſenſible of its bitterneſs : 
for ſince my impriſonment, I had uſed my 
ſelf to look upon things in a moral light, 
and did not think the employment of a 
Mercury in chief, fo honourable as he repre- 
ſented it to me. Nevertheleſs, though I was 
not vicious enough to diſcharge it without 
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remorſe, I had not virtue enough to re- 
fuſe to perform it. I obeyed the king then 
ſo much the more willingly, becauſe I faw 
at the fame time, that my complying with 
his majeſty*s orders would be agreeable to 


the miniſter, whom I made it my whole 


{ſtudy to oblige. 
I judged it to be moſt proper to ad- 


dreſs myſelf at firſt to Laura, and to dif- 
courſe her in private: I acquainted her with 
my orders in modeſt terms, and at the 
end of my ſpeech pulled out the box of 
jewels, At the ſight of ſo conſiderable a 
preſent, the gentlewoman not being able 
to conceal her joy, gave it free ſcope. 
Signior Gil Blas, cried the, it is not before 
the beſt and oldeſt of my friends, that I 
ought to lay any conſtraint upon myſelf : 
I ſhould be in the wrong to put on a falfe 


ſeverity of morals, and play the hypocrite 
with you. Yes, doubt it not, continued 


ſhe, I am over-joy*'d my daughter has made 
ſo valuable a conqueſt ; J am ſenſible of all 
the advantages thereof ; but entre nous I 


am afraid Lucretia will look upon this af- 


fair in another light than me: although 
bred to the ſtage, ſhe bas ſo great a regard 
for virtue, that ſhe has already rejected 
the vows of two young noblemen, both 
rich and agreeable. You will ſay, purſued 


ſhe, that theſe two h lords were not 
kings; 
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kings ; I agree with you, and in all pro- 
bability the love of a crown*d head will 
ſhake Lucretia's virtue: Nevertheleſs, I 
can't forbear telling you that the thing 1s 
uncertain ; and I declare to you I will not 
force my daughter : Wherefore, if far 
from thinking herſelf honoured by the 
king's tranſitory paſſion, ſhe ſhould look 
upon that honour as a diſgrace, let not 
that great prince take it ill of her if ſhe flies 
from it. Come again to-morrow, continued 
ſhe, and I will tell you whether you muſt 
return him a favourable anſwer, or his 
Jewels. | 
I did not in the leaſt doubt, but Laura 
would rather perſuade Lucretia to ſwerve 
from her duty, than to perſevere therein, 
and I depended very much upon the ſucceſs 
of her perfuaſions: Nevertheleſs, I heard 
with ſurprize next day, that Laura had 
been as hard put to it to bring her daughter 
to do amiſs, as other mothers have to incite- 
theirs to be virtuous: And what is yet 
more aſtoniſhing, is, that Lucretia, after ha- 
ving had ſome private interviews with the 
king, was ſo much afflicted at having aban- 
doned herſelf to his deſires, that ſhe left 
the world on a ſudden, and ſhut herſelf up 
in the monaſtery of the Incarnation; where 
ſoon after ſhe fell ſick, and died with vexa- 
tion. On the other hand, Laura being 
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quite inconſolable for the loſs of her daugh- 
ter, and yet more for having been acceſſary 
to her death, retired into the convent of 
Repenting Maidens, to do penance for the 
pleaſures of her youthful days. The king 
was ſenſibly concerned at Lucretia's ſud- 
den retirement; but that young prince, 
not being of a humour to grieve long at 
any thing, ſoon forgot her by little and 
little. As for the count-duke, though he 
did not ſeem touched at this accident, he 


was nevertheleſs greatly mortified at it, as 
the reader will eaſily believe. 


. 


—ü— — — 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the new employment the miniſter gave 
Santillane. 


My ſelf was alſo ſenſibly afflicted at 
Lucretia's misfortune; and felt ſo much 
remorſe for my having contributed to it; 
that looking on myſelf as an infamous 


wretch, notwithſtanding the quality of 
the lover, whoſe paſſion I had aſſiſted, I 
refolyed- for ever to abandon the poſt of 
 Mexeury in chief to our Spaniſh Fupiter. I 
even told the miniſter, I could no longer 
_ diſcharge that employment without re- 


luctance; 
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luctance; and begged him to make uſe of 
my talents, any other way whatſoever. 
Santillane, ſaid he, thy ſcruples charm me; 
and ffnce thou art a lad of ſo much ho- 
nour, I will find thee an employment more 
ſuitable to thy inclinations; it is this: liſten 
attentively to the ſecret with which I am 
going to intruſt thee. 

Some years before TI was in favour, 
chance offered one day to my view, a la- 
dy; who ſeemed to me fo handſome and 
well ſhaped, that I had her followed. I 
heard ſhe was a Genozſe, named Donna 
Margarita Spinola, who lived at Madrid, 
upon the revenue brought in by her beauty. 
J was told likewiſe that Don Franciſco ds 
Valeaſar, a man in years, and married, 
but very -rich, laviſhed away conſiderable 
ſums upon this Coquet, This account, 
which ought to have inſpired me with a 
contempt of her, excited in me, on the 
contrary, a violent deſire of ſharing in 
her favours with Veleaſar. Being poſſeſſed 
with this fancy, I had recourſe, in order 
to ſatisfy it, to one of love's emiſſaries, 
who had the addreſs, in a ſmall time, to 
procure me a private interview with the 
Genoeſe, This interview was followed by 
ſeveral others, inſomuch, that my rival 
and I were both equally well treated for 
our preſents ;. and perhaps, there was like- 

1 wile: 
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wiſe ſome other gallant who was as happy 
as either of us. 

HoweveR that be, n by re- 
ceiving ſuch a jumble of offerings upon 
love's altar, became inſenſibly a mother; 
and brought into the world a ſon, the 
Honour of which ſhe would have given to 
each of her lovers in particular : but none 
of them being able in conſcience to boaſt 
of being father to this child, they would 
not acknowledge him; inſomuch that the 
Genoeſe was forced to bring him up, with 
the profits of her intrigues, which ſhe did 
tor eighteen years, at the end of which 
ſhe died, leaving her ſon without a groat, 
and which i is worſe, without education. 

TEIsS continued my lord, is the ſecret 
1 had to intruſt with thee, and now I am 
going to acquaint thee with the great de- 
fign I have formed: I will draw this un- 
happy youth out of obſcurity, and making 
him take a leap from one extream to the 
other, will raiſe him to honour, and ac- 
knowledge him for my ſon. 

Ir was impoſſible for me to be ſilent 
on hearing ſuch an extravagant propoſal. 
How, my lord, cry'd I, can your excel- 
cy have taken ſuch a ſtrange reſolu- 
tion? forgive me, for uſing that expreſ- 
ion ; my zeal forces me to it. You will 
think it prudent, reſumed he with preci- 

pitation, 
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pitation, when I have acquainted you 
with the reaſons that have induced me to 
take it. I will not have my collerated re- 
lations for my heirs: you will tell me, I 
am not yet ſo old to deſpair of having 
children by the counteſs 4 Olvareꝝ; but 
every one knows himſelf beſt. Let it ſuffice 
thee to know there are no ſecrets in chy- 
miſtry, which I have not in vain tried t 
become once more a father: whercfore, 
ſince fortune, ſupplying the defects of 
Nature, offers me a child, to whom, at 
the bottom, I may, perhaps, really be fa- 
ther, I will adopt him; it is a thing reſol- 

ved on. . 
Wren I found the miniſter, was bunt 
upon this adoption, I ceaſed to oppoſe it; 
knowing him to be a man capable of com- 
mitting any folly, rather than depart from 
a reſolution he had once taken. All that 
now remains, purſued he, is to give ſome 
education to Don Henry- Philip de Guzman 
for that is the name I intend he ſhall go 
by in the world, till he is fit to enjoy the 
dignities that wait him. You are the man, 
my dear Santillane, whom J have pitched 
upon to have an eye upon his education; 
I rely upon your good ſenſe and zeal for 
my ſervice, for the care of forming his 
houſhold, providing him all forts of ma- 
ſters, and in a word, for making him an 
O 4 accom- 
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accompliſh'd cavalier. I would have ex- 
cuſed myſelf from accepting this em- 
ployment, by repreſenting to the count- 
duke, that it did not at all ſuit me to 
breed up young noblemen, having never 
followed that buſineſs, which required more 
underſtanding and merit than I was ma- 
ſter of: but he interrupted me, and ſtopp*d 
my mouth, by telling me, that he was 
abſolutely reſolved upon my being gover- 
nour to this adopted ſon, whom he deſign- 
ed for the firſt poſts in the Kingdom, 
I prepared: myſelf then to enter upon this 
place, in complaiſance to his excellency, 
who, in return for my complying with his 
deſires, augmented my little eſtate with 
a penſion of a thouſand crowns per Annum, 
which he procured for me, or rather gave 
me, upon the commandary of Mambra. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


The ſon of the Genoeſe is acknowledged 
hy an authentic act, and named Don 
Henry-Philip de Guzman; Santillane 
forms this young nobleman's houſhold,, 
and provides him all forts of ma- 


ters. 


N effect, the count-duke did not long; 
defer acknowledging Donna Margerita 
Spinola's ſon; and the act of acknow- 
ledgement was made with the conſent and 
good pleaſure of the king. Don Henry- 
Philip de Guzman, (that was the name gi- 
ven to this ſon of many fathers) was de- 
clared therein ſole heir to the county 
of Olivarez, and the dutchy of San-Lucar. 
Beſides this, the miniſter, that no-body 
might be ignorant thereof, notified this 
declaration to all the foreign embaſſadors, 
and grandees of Spain, who were not a 
little amazed at it. The laughers of 
Madrid found therein ſufficient matter to 
divert themſelves for a long time; neither 
did the fatyriſts let ſlip ſo fine an op- 
portunity of giving free "ſcope to the gail 
of their pens, | 


O 5 1 
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J aſked the count- duke where the pupil 
was, whom he deſigned to intruſt to my 
care. He is in this city, anſwered he; under 
the direction of an aunt, from when, I] will 
take him that Inſtant, when you have pre- 
pared a houſe for his reception, which 
was ſoon done. I rented a Hotel, which 
I took care to fee magnificently furniſhed ; 
J then hired pages, a porter, and footmen; 
and by the help of Caporis filled up the 
places of all — officers. When I had 
got all my family together, I went and 
informed his excellency thereof; who im- 
mediately ſent for this doubtful and new 
branch of the family of the Guzmans, I 
found him a tall youth, of a pretty a- 
greeable figure. Don Henry, ſaid my 
lord to him, pointing at the ſame time 
to me with his finger, this cavalier is 
the guide I have choſen to direct you in 
the knowledge of the world ; I have an 
entire confidence in him, and give him an 
abſolute authority over you. Yes, San- 
tillane, purſusd he, addreſſing himſelf to 
me, I reſign him up to your care, and 
doubt not but you will give me a good 
account of him. To this diſcourſe, the 
15 miniſter added an exhortation to the young 
1 man to conform himſelf to my will, after 
1 which I took Don Henry wich me to his 
Heel, 

As. 


5 2 
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As ſoon as we were got thither, I mad- 
all his domeſticks paſs in review before 
him, telling him at the ſame time what 
employment each of them had in the 
houſe. He did not appear at all ſurpriz'.d 
at the change of his condition; but giv- 
ing way readily to the reſpect, and ſub- 
miſſive deference they paid him, he ſeem- 
ed always to have been, what he now be- 
came only by meer chance. He did not 
want wit, but was ſo groſly ignorant, that 
he hardly knew how to read and write: I 
provided him therefore a tutor to teach 
him the elements of the Latin tongut, 
and agreed with a maſter of Geography, a: 
maſter of Hiſtory, and a Fencing-maſter. 
It may eaſily be judged, that I took care 
not to forget a Dancing-maſter : I was or I 
perplexed which to chuſe; for there was 
then a great number of famous ones ar 
Madrid, and I did not know to which I. 
ought to give the preference. 
WuiILsr ] was in this uncertainty, F ſaw 
a man, richly dreſſed, enter the court- 
yard of our Hotel, and was told, he want- 
ed to ſpeak with me: I went immediatcty 
out to meet him, imagining he was at leaf: 
a knight of St. Jago, or Alcantara, and aſt- 
ed, what I could do to ſerve him. Signitr 
de Santillane, ſaid he, after having mad- 
me ſeveral bows, which ſmelled ſtrong 01 
; O 6 Th 
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his profeſſion, as I have been informed it 
is your honour who chuſes Don Henry's 
maſters, I am come to offer you my ſer- 
vice. My name is Martin Ligero, and 
thank heaven, I have ſome reputation : 
I don't uſe to go and beg ſcholars, that 
belongs only to petty dancing-maſters 
J generally wait till I am ſent for: But as 
I teach the duke of Medina Sidonia, Don 
| Lewis de Haro, and ſome other noblemen 
of the houſe of Guzman, to which I was 
in ſome meaſure born a ſervant, I thought 
it my duty to prevent you. I ſee, by this 
diſcourſe, anſwered I, that you are the 
man we want. What do you aſk a month ? 
four double piſtoles, reſumed he, that is the 
current price, and I give you but two leſſons 
a week, Four doubloons a month ! cryed 
I, that is a vaſt price. How! a vaſt price! 
' reſumed he, with an air of ſurprize; you 
would give a piſtole a month to a maſter of 
Philoſophy. 

IT was impoſſible to keep one's counte- 
nance at ſuch a comical anſwer ; wherefore 
I laughed at it very heartily, and aſked 
Signior Ligero, whether he really thought a 
man of his profeſſion preferable to a maſter 
of Philoſophy. Without diſpute, ſaid he, we 
are of more uſe than thoſe gentlemen 3, 
what are mankind before they paſs through 
our hands? bodies all of a piece; perfect 

unliekd 
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unlick'd bears; but our inſtructions poliſh 
them by little and little, and make them 
inſenſibly aſſume ſome form: In a word 
we teach them to move with a grace; we 
give them proper attitudes, with an air 
of nobleneſs and gravity. . 
I ſubmitted to the powerful reaſons of 
this dancing-maſter, and agreed with him 
to teach Don Henry, at the rate of four 
double piſtoles a month, ſince that was 


the price ſettled by the great maſters of 
that art. 


C HAPF VI. 


Scipio returns from New Spain ; Gil 
Blas places him with Don Henry. 
The ſtudies of that young nobleman : 
The honours that were ſhewn bim; 
and to what lady the count-duke mar- 
ried bim: How Gil Blas was made 
a gentleman againſt bis Will, 


1 Had not yet ſettled half Don Henry's 
houſhold, when Scipio returned from 
Mexico. I aſked him if he was fatisfied 
with his voyage. I ought ſo to be, an- 
ſwered he, ſince beſides three thouſand 
ducats in ready money, I have brought 

to 
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to the value of twice as much in mer- 
chandize that ſells well here. I congratulate 
you thereupon, my boy, ſaid I; there is 
your fortune begun already; it ſhall be 
your own fault, if you don't compleat it 
by returning to the Indies next year: or 
if you prefer, to the trouble of going ſo 
far to gather riches, an agreeable poſt at 
Madrid, you need only ſpeak, I have one 
ready to offer you. Oh ! by St. Jago, cry*d 
Coſcolina's fon, there is no reom for he- 
ſitation; I had much rather except of a 
good employment near your worſhip, 
then expoſe my ſelf anew to the perils 
of a long voyage: explain your ſelf, ſir, 
what place do you aclign your humble 
ſervant ? 

To let him better into the nature of it, 
J related to him the ſtory of the young 
nobleman, whom the count-duke had 
juſt introduced into the family of the Guz- 
mans. After having given him this curious 
account; and informed him that the mi- 
niſter had named me governor to Don 
Henry, I told him I would make him Va- 
let de Chambre to this adopted ſon. Scipio, 
who deſired no better, accepted willingly 
of this poſt, and behaved himſelf ſo well 
in it, that in leſs than three or four days 
he gained the love and confidence of his 
new maſter. ; 


— — 
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I had imagined, that the maſters, whom 
I had choſen to teach the ſon of the Geno- 
eſe, would loſe all their labour about 
him; thinking him of an age that would 
not be very tractable; nevertheleſs, he ex- 
ceeded my expectation. He comprehend- 
ed and retained eafily, all they taught 
him ; ſo that his maſters were very well 
ſatisfied with him, I went with ſome ea- 
gerneſs to acquaint the count-duke with 
this news, which he received with an ex- 
ceſſive joy. Santillane, cryed he, with 
tranſport, you overjoy me, in telling me, 
that Don Henry has a good memory, and 
a quick wit; I diſcover my blood in him 
and what fully convinced me, that he is my 
ſon, is, that I have the fame affection for 
him as if I had had him by madam d'Oli- 
varez: you ſee thereby, my boy, that na- 
ture declares herſelf, I took care not 
to tell my lord my thoughts upon that 
head, but reſpecting his weakneſs, ſuffe- 
red ham to enjoy the pleaſure, whether 
true or falſe, of believing himſelf father 
to Don Henry. 

ALTHOUGH all the Guzmans mortally 
hated this young nobleman, of a freſh date, 
they diſſembled it out of policy; ſome of 
them even affected to court his friendſhip : 
The embaſſadors likewiſe and grandees 
who were at Madrid, viſited him, and 

ſhewed 
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ſhewed him all the honours they could 


have done, had he been the count-duke's 
lawful fon. That miniſter, overjoyed to 


ſee his idol feſpected, did not long defer 


ſetting him off with honours. He began 
by aſking of the king the croſs of Alcan- 


tara, for Don Henry, with a commandary 


of ten thouſand crowns a year. In a little 


time after, he got him made gentleman 


of 'the chamber ; which done, having ta- 
ken a reſolution to marry him, and re- 
ſolving to give him a lady of the nobleſt 


family in Spain, he caſt his eyes upon 


Donna Fuenna de Velaſco, daughter to the 
duke of Caſtile; and he had authority e- 
nough to make her have him, in ſpite of 
the duke and her relations. : 
SOME days before the wedding, my 
lord having ſent for me, put ſome papers 
into my hand, and told me: here Gil Blas, 
here is a patent which I have made paſs 
the ſeals for you, whereby you are enno- 
bled. My lord, anſwered I, pretty much 


ſurprized at theſe words; your excellen- 
cy knows that I am born of very mean pa- 


rents; it would be profaning the rank of 
a gentleman, in my opinion, to receive 
me into it; and it is, Of all the favours 
his majeſty can confer upon me, that 
which 1 leaſt deſire, or deſerve. Your 
birth, anſwered the miniſter, is an obſtacle 

| B caſy 
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eaſy to be removed ; you have been em- 
ployed in ſtate-affairs, both under my ad- 
miniſtration, and the duke of Lerma's; 


beſides, added he, with a ſmile, have not 


you done the king himſelf ſome ſervices 
that deſerve a recompence? in a word, 
Santillane, you are not unworthy of the 
honour I was willing to do you ; beſides, 
the poſt you are in with my ſon, requires 
your being a gentleman z *twas for that, 


reaſon I had you ennobled by a patent. 


I ſubmit, my lord, replied I, ſince your 
excellency inſiſts upon it abſolutely; this 
ſaid, I went out with my patent, which I 
put in my pocht. n 

I am a gentleman now then it ſeems, 
faid I to myſelf, when I got into the ſtreet ; 
I am ennobled without being obliged to my 
parents for it ; I may now, when I pleaſe, 
aſſume the title of Don Gil Blas; and if any 
of my acquaintance ſhould think fit to 


laugh at me for it, I may ſhew them my 


patent: but let us peruſe it, purſued I, 
let us ſee a little how my Plebeian ruſt is 


ſcowered off therein, I read my patent 


then, the ſubſtance of which was : that 


the king, in return for the zeal I had ma- 


nifeſted more than once for his ſervice, 
and the welfare of the ſtate, had thought 
Proper to ennoble me. I dare venture to 
lay, to my praiſe, that this patent did not 
| inſpire 
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inſpire me with any pride: having always 
before my eyes the meanneſs of my ex- 
traction, this honour humbled me, inſtead 
of making me vain ; accordingly I reſolved 
to lock up my patent in a drawer, without 
boaſting of my having it, 


CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas again meets Fabricio by chance ; 


the laſt converſation they had together; 
and the important intelligence Nugneꝝ 
gave Santillane. 


F E poet of the 4fturias, as muſt have 
been obſerved, did not give himſelf 
much trouble to court my friendſhip; 
and, as for my part, my buſineſs would 
not permit me to viſit him. I had never 
ſeen him ſince the day of the diſpute about 
the Tphigenia of Euripides, when chance 
made me meet him once more near the 
Sun-gate, He came out of a printing- 
houſe 3 wherefore I accoſted him by. ſay- 
ing; So, fo, Signior Nugnez, you are come, 
I fee, from a printer's ; this ſeems to threa- 
ten 
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ten the publick with ſome new offspring of 
your brain. ia vi 
Tnar is indeed what they muſt expect, 
anſwered he; I have actually now in the 
preſs a pamphlet, which will make ſome 
noiſe in the republic of letters. I don't 
queſtion the merit of your production, re- 
plied I, but I wonder you amuſe your 
ſelf in writing pamphlets : methinks they 
are trifles which don't redound much to 
the honour of the author, I know that 
very well, reſumed Fabricio, and am not 
ignorant, that none but thoſe, who read 
every thing, will amuſe themſelves in peru- 
ſing pamphlets : Nevertheleſs, this is one 
that has eſcaped my pen, and I ſhall freely 
own to you that it is the child of neceſſity. 
Hunger, you know, makes the wolf come 
out of the wood. ' 3 
How! cry*d I, is it the author of the 
Count de SALDAGNE who ſays this to me? 
Can a man, that has two thouſand crowns 
a year talk thus? Softly friend, cried 
Nugnez, interrupting me, I am no longer 
that fortunate poet who enjoy'd a good 
penſion punctually paid. The affairs of 
the treaſurer Don Bertrand have gone to 
wreck all on a ſudden ; he has finger'd 
and waſted the king's money; for which 
all his effects are ſeized, and my penfion 
is gone to the devil. That is very unfor- 
| tunate, 


„ 
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tunate, faid 1; but have you no hopes of 
any thing from that quarter? Not the 
leaſt in the world, anſwered he; Signior 
Comes del Ribero, as poor as the wit his 
humble ſervant, is quite undone, and will 
never, (as they ſay) be able to hold up his 
head again. Fi 

Ir that be the caſe, replied I, my friend 
I muſt · procure you ſome poſt, which may 
comfort you for the loſs of your pen- 
ſion. I will excuſe you from that trou- 
ble, ſaid he; were you to offer me an em- 
ployment, under the miniſter, - of 3000 
crowns a year, I would refuſe it: The 
buſineſs of a clerk does not ſuit with the 
genius of a nurſling of the muſes ; J muft 
have learned amuſements. In ſhort, what 
ſhall I fay to you ? I was born to live and 
die a poet, and am reſolved to fulfil my 
deſtiny. | | 

As for the reſt, continued he, don*t 
imagine that we are very miſerable ; beſides 
our living perfectly independant, we are 
boon companions without care: The 
world believe that we often dine with 
Democritus, and the reſt of the philoſo- 
phers, bur they are very much miſtaken 
in that point: there is not one of my bre- 
thren, without excepting even the makers 
of almanacks, who have not a good houſe 
to which they are welcome: As for my own 


part, 
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part, I have two, where I am always recei- 
ved with pleaſure. I have two tables, 
where I am ſure of living in clover : One 
at a rich farmer of the revenues, to whom 
I have dedicated a romance; and the 
other at a wealthy citizen's, who has the 
frenzy to deſire always to have wits at 
his table: It happens Juckily, that he is 
not very ditficult in his choice, and Ma- 
drid ſupplies him with as many as he 
pleaſes. 

I ceaſe. to pity you then, ſaid I to the 
poet of Aſturias, ſince you are content- 
ed with your condition : However that 
be, I aſſure you again, that you ſhall al- 
ways have, in Gil Blas, a Friend, who is 
proof even againſt your neglect of him, 
If you have need, therefore, of my purſe, 
come boldly to me, and let not a miſtaken 
ſhame deprive both you of an infallible 
relief, and of the pleaſure of obliging 
you. 

By this generous offer, cried Nugnez, 
I know you to be ſtill Santillane; Er, give 
you a thouſand thanks for being fo favour- 
ably diſpoſed towards me : In return, I 
mult give you ſome wholeſome advice; 
whilſt the count-duke is yet all-powertul, 
and you are in poſſeſſion of his good gra- 
ces, make haſte to advance your tortune ? 
for that miniſter, as I have been told, 


begins 
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begins to totter. I aſked Fabricio, if he 
had this from good hands; to which he 
anſwered : I have it from an old knight 
of Calatrava, who has the peculiar talent 
of diſcovering the greateſt ſecrets 3 he is 
a man that is liſtened to like an oracle, 
and this is what I heard him ſay no longer 
than yeſterday. ' The count-duke, cried 
he, has a great number of enemies, who 
all join their intereſt to deſtroy him ; he 
relies too much upon the aſcendant he has 

ined over the, king's mind : That prince 
(as is whiſper*d) begins to hearken to ſome 
complaints that have reached his ears. I 
thank*'d Nugnez for his intelligence, but 
gave little heed to it, and returned home 
tully perſuaded my maſter's authority was 
not to be ſhaken ; looking upon him as 
one of thoſe old oaks ; a that have taken 
firm root in a foreſt, and can't be blown 
down by any ſtorm. 


CHAP. 


y 
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CHAP. VII. 


How Gil Blaſs found that Fabricio's 
news was not falſe : the king's jour- 
ney to Saragoſſa. 


N what the poet of the 
Aſturias had told me was not without 


foundation: there was at the palace a ſecret 
combination againſt the count-duke, of 
which the queen was ſaid to be the head; 
and yet the publick could not get the leaſt 
notice, of any meaſures taken by the ca- 
bal to remove the miniſter: nay, more 
than a year elapſed, without my percei- 
ving that his favour was in the leaſt upon 
the decline. | 
Bur the revolt of the Catalans, ſupport- 
ed by France, and the ill ſucceſs of the 
war againſt thole rebels, excited the mur- 
murs of the people, who complained high. 
ly of the government. Theſe complaints oc- 
caſioned the holding a council in the king's 
preſence, at which his majeſty deſired the 
marquis de Grana, the imperial embaſſa- 
dor at the court of Spain, to aſſiſt. It was 
there debated, whether it was proper for 
the king to continue in Caſtile, or to go to 
Arragon, and ſhew himſelf to his troops. 
TRR 
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THz count-duke, who had no mind that 
prince ſhould ſet out for his army, ſpoke 
firſt: he repreſented, that it was more 


agreeable to the royal dignity, that his 
majeſty ſhould not ſtir from the centre of 
his dominions, and backed his opinion 


with all the reaſons wherewith his elo- 
quence could inſpire him. No ſooner had 
he done ſpeaking, but his advice was 
ſeconded by all the council in general, 
except the marquis de Grana; who heark- 
ening only to his zea] for the houſe of 
Auſtria, and giving way to the ſincerity 
of his nation, oppoſed the ſentiments of 
the firit miniſter ; and maintained the con- 
trary opinion, with ſo. much reſolution, 
that the king, ſtruck with the ſolidity 
of his arguments, embraced his opinion, 
though contrary to all the voices in the 


council, and ſet the day for his departure 
for the army. 


THIS was the firſt time in his whole life 
that this monarch had dared to think other- 


' wiſe than his favourite; who looking upon 


that novelty as a deadly affront, was infinite- 


ly mortified thercat. Juſt as the miniſter 
was going to retire to his cloſet, there to 


vent his chagrin at liberty, he perceived me, 
called me, and making me go into the 


' Clolet with him, related to me, with the 


air of one greatly diſturbed, what had 
| paſſed 


— , oor 


— — 
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paſſed at the council; then like a man that ; 
could not recover himſelf from his fur- 
prize; yes, Santillane, purſued” he, his 
majeſty, who, for above theſe twenty 
years, has only ſpoken by my mbuth, 
and ſeen with my eyes, has preferr*d'Grang's 
advice to mine: and in what manner too ? 
Why in loading that ambaſſador with 
praiſes, and extolling his zeal for the hoſe 
of Auſtria, as if that German could have 
more than mes! + 169 HET gens 
"Tis eaſy to judge hereby, added the 
miniſter, that there is a party formed 
/ againſt me, and that the queen 1s' at the 
head of it. Well, my lord, faid I; ard 
if it ſhould be fo, why ſhould that diſquiet 
you ? Has not the queen for above theſe 
twelve years, been us'd to ſee you mä- 
nage all affairs? And have not you accu- 
ſtomed the king not to conſult her? As for 
the marquis de Grana, his majeſty may 
perhaps have embraced his opinion, 
through a deſire of ſeeing his army, and 
making a campaign. You are miſtaken, 
cried the count-duke, interrupting” me; 
lay rather, my enemies hope, that when 
the king is with the troops, he will be 
always ſurrounded with the grandees who. 
will follow him; and that mote than one of 
them will be ſufficiently 15 e | | 
ture to inveigh againſt my adminiſtration, — | 
Taber But | 
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Jt they are deceived, added he, I ſhall 


now: yery well, during they journey, how 
19 render; his majeſty inacceſſible to all the 


grandees;,. which, in effect, he did, after a 


manner that very well Gf relating. 
Tux day of the king's departure be- 
100 come, that monarch, after intruſting 
the queen with the care of the government 
in his abſence, ſet out for Saragoſſa: 


but before he got thither, he paſſed. by 


Aranjuez, which place he thought ſo deli 
cious, that he ſtaid there near three weeks. 
From Arenjuez the miniſter made him go to 
Cuenca, wacre he amuſed him, yet longer, 
by the diverſions u herewith he entertained 


him. After this his majcſty.ſpent likewiſe 


jometime in. hunting at Molina de Arra- 
gen, which: done, he was ſuffered to go on 
to Saragoſſa. His army was not far from 
thence, and he was preparing to view it; but 
the count: duke found the means to change 
his mind, by making him believe he mule 
be in danger of being ſurprized by the 
Frenth, who were maſters of the plain of 
Momcon: ipſomuch, that the king, terrified 
at a danger that was not in the Jealt 10 be 
apprehended, reſolved to remain ſhut up in 
his palace, as in a priſon, In the mean 
while, the miniſter, taking advantage of 
his fear, ; and on pretence of being watch- 
ful for his ſofety, kept him, in a manner, 

always 
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always : of his eye: inſomuch that the 
grandees, who had put themſelves to an ex- 
ceſſive expence, that they might be in a 
condition to attend their ſovereign, had 
not even the ſatisfaction of obtaining a 
Private audience of him. At laft, Philip, 
growing weary of having but a bad lodg- 
ing at Saragoſſa, and of paſſing his time 
there yet worſe, or, if you pleaſe, of be- 
ing a priſoner, returned ſoon to Madrid. 
Thus did that monarch end his campaign, 
leaving to the marquis de Jos Velez, gene- 


ral of his troops, the care of maintaining 
the” ent of Spain. 
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Wow a ſw days let Uh king's re- 
turn, the people of Madrid were a- 


tirmed with ve ry diſagreeable news. They 
heard that the ortugueze, looking upon the 
revolt of the Catalans as a favourable op- 
8 of ſhaking off the Spanyh yoke, 

d taken up arms, and choſen the duke 
of Braganza king: that they were fully re- 
ſolved to maintain him upon the throne, 
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and depended upon being able to go thro? 
with their reſolution; Spain being then ſar⸗ 
rounded with enemies on all ſides, in Ger- 
many, in ah, in Flanders, and Catalonia. 
In effect they could not have pitched upon 
a more critical juncture, to free emen 
from a power they abhorred. | 
 Waar is very ſingular is, that at the 
very time when the court and city were un- 
der the greateſt conſternation at this news, 
the count- duke would have jeſted upon it 
with the king, at the expence of the duke 
of Braganza : Bur Philip, far from ſceming 
pleaſed with his ſcurvy jeſts, put on a grave 
air, which wholly confounded him, and 
gave him a foreſight of his diſgrace. The 
miniſter no longer doubted of it, when he 
heard the queen had declared openly a 
gainſt him, and accuſed him boldly of bans 
ving cauſed the revolt of the Poriugueze 
by his male-adminiſtration. Moſt of the 
grandees, and eſpecially thoſe who had been 
at Saragoſſa, no ſooner perceived a ſtorm 
was gathering over the count-duke's 
head, but they joined the queen: and 
what entirely finiſhed his. diſgrace, was, 
that the dutcheſs dowager of Mantua, 
heretofore vice-queen of Portugal, retur- 
ned from Liſbon, to Madrid, and let the 


King plainly lee, the revolution of that 
kingdom 
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kingdom was wholly owing to the fault of 


his firſt miniſter. WE 
Tax allegations of this princeſs made all 
the .im refftoh that 'was poſſible upon that 
monarch's mind; inſomuch that recover- 
ing entirely from his prepoſſeſſion in favour 
of the count-duke, he immediately caſt 
off all the affection he once had for him. 
When that miniſter was informed that his 
majeſty gave ear to his enemies, he wrote 
to him, to aſk leave to reſign his em- 
ployment, and remove from court; fince 
they did him the injuſtice to impute to him, 
all the misfortunes that had befallen the 
| kingdom, in the courſe of his miniſtry. 
He imagined this would produce a good 
effect, and that his ety ſtill had fo 
much value for him, as not to conſent to 
his retiring: bur all the anſwer the king 
made him, was; that he gave him free li- 
berty to go whither he pleaſed. gag 
 T mis ſhort reply, written with his ma- 
jeſty's own hand, was like a thunder-clap to 
his excellency, who did not in the leaft 
expect it. Nevertheleſs, though it greatly 
ſhock'd him, he affected an air of con- 
ſtancy, and aſked me what I would do in 
his place. I ſhould eafily come to a reſo- 
lution, faid 1; for I would leave the court, 
and retire to one of my eſtates, there to 
ſpend the reft of my days in tranquility.” 
9 Ty Tour 


* 
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accordingly I intend to finiſh, my courſe at 


4 


Loecbes, after having had one audience 
of the King: I ſhould be glad to hey him 
T haye done humanely all that was poſſible, 
to ſupport well the heavy burden that lay 
upon me; and that it was not in my power 
to prevent the unfortunate accidents for 
which I am blamed; being no more guilty 
of any fault therein, than an able pilot, 
er nnn IC ens Ei 

who in ſpite of all his ſkill, ſees his veſ- 
fel born away by the winds and waves. 
The miniſter {till flattered himſelf, that by 
ſpeaking to his majeſty, he might again ſer 
matters right, and recover his loſt ground: 
but he could not get audience, and what 
was more, the key was demanded, by which, 
he enter'd when he pleas'd into his majeſty's, 
— oi mien aid 
Jvpomo then there was no farther hopes 
for him, he refolved in g90d earneſt up- 
on retiring. .. To this end he locked over 
his papers, great part of which he prudently. 
burnt 3 he then named what officers, of is; 
houthold and footmen.. he would; have. 
with him, and gave orders for his depar- 
ture the next morning. As he was ap- 
prehenſive of being inſulted, by the popu- 
lace in going out of the palace, he ſtole out 
Very carly in e, morning, by, the kitchen, 
door g. 893099 a forry, Fodeh Fark. ß e 
n 72 C 
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feſſor and me, and took, without wie 
with any affront, the road. to Lytches,' 


the counteſs his lady had built'a magnifi; 


cent convent of Dominican uns: we go ot 5 
khither in leſs than four bbürs, all his e- 
tinue arrived there ſoon after 3000 e 
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diſturbed the count-du 


Happy tranquillity that followed of 23 


Bord that ue employed humſelf in 
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huſband retire to Loeches, and ſtaid. 
behind ſome days at court, wich deſign 


to try, whether by her prayers and tears" 
ſhe could not get him led; But in; 


vain did ſhe proſtrate herſelf before” theit' 
majeſties; the king had nd regard to her” 


remonſtrances, though artfully” Ural 4 5 


and the queen, who hated her mörtaly, 


beheld her tears with 'plealure; Abe 'coun- 
oy however, Was! not Giſhearretien, but 
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village, of which he was lord! and where 
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humbled herſelf fo far, as to implore the 
good offices of the queen's. ladies of 
e bed- chamber; but all ſhe got by 


her cringing, was to ſee ſhe excited their 


ſcorn rather than their pity. Diſconſo- 
late, with having in vain taken ſo many 


mortiſying ſteps, | ſhe. came to rejoin her 


huſband, and lament with him the loſs 
of a place, which under ſuch a reign as 
that of Philip IV. was perhaps the firſt in 

the kingdom. | 

IT xx account that lady gave of the ſtate 

of Madrid at her leaving it, redoubled the 

affliction of the count-duke: your ene- 

mies, fuld ſhe weeping, the duke de Medina 

Celi, and other grandees who hate you, 

are continually extolling the king for having 

removed you from the miniſtry; and the 

people celebrate your diſgrace with an in- 

ſolent joy, as if the end of your admini- 

ſtration would put a period to all the 

misfortunes of the ſtate. Madam, an- 
fwered my maſter, follow'd my example; 
ſmother your vexation ; we muſt give way 
to the ſtorm we can't prevent. I fancied, 
tis true, I could maintain myſelf in favour 
to the end of my life: an illuſion common 
to firſt miniſters and favourites; who for- 

get their fortune depends upon their ſo- 

veèreign's pleaſure. Was not the duke of 
Lerina miſtaken; therein as well as me ? Al- 
fene | chough 


, 
13 1 
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though he imagined the 'patple wherewith 
he was inveſted, was a pledge of his 
authority's being eſtabliſhed for life ? 

In this manner did the count-duke ex- 
hort his lady to, patience 3 whilſt he was 
himſelf in an agitation, that was renewed 
every day, by the Uiſparches he received 
from Don Henry; who had continued at 
court to obſerve what paſſed there, and took 
care to give him exact intelligence. It 
was Scipio who brought this young noble- 
man's letters, for he was till with him, 
though I no longer lived there fince his mar- 
1 0 with Donna W The diſſ 5 ern 

| of ill 


_ 
* * . 2 


their 1 5 and N and have 
them filled up by his enemies. At other 
times he informed us, that Don Lewis de 
Haro began to come into favour, and 
that accordingly to all appearances he was 
in a fair way of becoming firſt miniſter. 
But of all the inflicting news my maſter 
heard, what ſeemed to ſting him moſt, 
was, che change that was made in the vice- 


royalty of Naples; which the court, only 
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to mortify him, took fro m the duke de 
Medina de las Torres, se be. loved, to 
give it to the ar dues of Caſtile, whom he 
had always hated... 5 

Fox three months, it may truly # "FF 
my lord was. overwhelmed. with? trou- 
ble and chagrin, in his retirement; but 
his confeſſor, a a Dominican. xfryar, who 
with a ſolid piety was maſter of a maſculine 
eloquence, at laſt found the way to com- 
fore him. By often repreſenting to him 
emphatically, that he ought only to think 
of his ſalvation, he had, with the help of 
grace, the good fortune to wean 
mind from the court. His excellency 
would no longer hear any news from Ma- 
drid; neither had he any other care, than 
how to diſpoſe himſclf for dying well. The 
counteſs DꝰOlivarez likewiſe making a good 
ulc of her ſolitary life, found in the con- 
vent ſhe had built, a conſolation prepared 
for her by providence : there were a- 
mong the nuns ſome holy virgins, whoſe 
converſation, full of grace, turned inſen- 
fibly into plcaſure che bitterneſs of her 
days. In. proportion as my maſter to took, 
ſo bis thoughts from worldly affairs, he 
became more compoled : and this was the 
way of his ſpending his time. He paſſed: 
almoſt the whole morning in hearing maſles 
an the Dominican church 3 then he went to 
dinner, 
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dinner, after which he amuſed himſelf for 
two hours, in playing with me and ſome 

of his moſt favourite ſervants, at all ſorts 

of games: then he uſually retired alone 
into his cloſet, where he ſtaid till ſun- ſet 

which done, he took a walk in his garden, 

or Elſe would go out in his coach, 55 view 

the country round about his Kat, attended 

ſometimes by his confeſſor, and ſometimes 

by me. pF 4 

Ox day whe I Was alone with Ty 

and admired the ſerenity that reigned in his 

countenanee, I took the liberty -to tell 

him: my lord, ſuffer me to expreſs my” 

Joy 3 by an air of atisfaction that appears 

in your looks, I judge your excellency be- 
gins to be inur'd to ſolitude. I am already 

quite inur'd to it, anſwered he; and not- 

withſtanding my being long accuſtomed to 
buſineſs; T proteſt to you, my boy, 1 de- 
light more and more, every day, in the 
quiet and nome life I lead mn 4 0 
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The WOT Punt on a ſudden me- 
* Jancholly and penſsve; the f 15 rizing 


' cauſe of Bis ſadneſs; e 
e ee ar 7b F 


TY Jord, to diverſify his other em- 
ployments, amuſed himſelf likewiſe 
| bee in cultivating his garden: One 
Day, when I was looking on him, whilſt he 
was working therein, he ſaid to me, in jeſt : 
you ſee, Santillane, a miniſter . baniſhed 
from court, become a gardener at Loe- 
ches. My lord, ' replied I, in the fame. 
tone. I fancy I ſee Diomſius of Syracuſe 
turn*d- Choolmaiter at Corintb. My ma- 
ſter ſmiled at my anſwer, and was not diſ- 
pleaſed at the compariſon. 

WE were all overjoyed in the family 
to ſce our maſter, ſuperior to this diſgrace, 
finds charms in a life ſo different from that 
he had always led; when we perceiv'd, with 
iorfow, that he changed viſibly. He grew 
dull and penſive, and fell into a profound 
melancholly: he ceaſed playing with us, 
and no longer ſeemed ſenſible of any thing 

Ti we could invent to divert him : he would 
; lock himſelf up after dinner in his cloſet, 
7 where 
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where he would remain all alone 'til n 
We imagined his ſadneſs was cauſed by 
remembrance of his paſt greatneſs, and in 
this opinion we ſet the daminican fryar Pr 
on him, whoſe eloquence, neverthel els, 
could not get the befter of my maſter's me- 


lancholy,; which need il dag, emed 


to increaſe hourly. 1 


Ar laſt, it came — my head, that : the, 


miniſter's. trouble migh 
ſome particular cauſe, — _ 


tell; this made me form the; A 


tting his ſecret out of him. In order to ef- 

ct this, I watch*d an opportunity of ſpeak». 
ing to him without witneſſes, and having 
found it: my lord, ſaid 1. with an air 
of reſpect and affection, may Gil Blas pre- 
fume to aſk his maſter one queſtion? 
Speak, anſwered. he, you have free liber- 
ty. What is hoodie, reſumed I, of that 
ſerenity, that uſed to reign. in your excel- 


lency's looks? Have you no longer the 


afoendant you had once got over your for- 
tune? Does your loſt favour excite new re- 


gret in you? Are you again plung d in that | 


abyſs of chagrin, from whence your virtue ex- 
tricated you? No, thank heaven, anſwer'd, 
the miniſter, my mind is no lon 
up with the thoughts of the part I ated at 
court z and I have for ever forgot the ho- 
nours that were there ſhewn me, If then, 


reply'd | 


— 
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1. you have the reſolution no long. 
er to Ho it to” rertiembrance, why — 
wa the weakneſs to give yourſelf up to 
e! that alarms us all? What ale 
my dear maſter: purſued I: throwing 
Tet! at his feet? You" have. certainly 
1255 ſecret chagrin; which preys upon you 


can you make a ſecret of it to Santillane, with 


whoſe diſcretion, zeal, and fidelity, you 
are ſo well acquainted ? ? By what misfortiitic 
have I loſt your confidence? 

You poſſeſs it Mill, faid my lord; but I 
muſt own to you it goes againſt me to reveal; 
even to you, What is the cauſe of the melan- 
choly wherein you now ſee me buried: ne- 


vertheleſs, I cannot hold out againſt the 


;ntreaties"of ſuch a ſervant and friend as 
you.” Hear then what is the occaſion of 
my preſent trouble; it is only to Santillane 
thai Tan reſolve to intruſt a ſecret of this 
nature; "Yes, continued he, I am a prey to 
a gloomy melancholy, which ſnortens my 
days inſenſibly: I fee. before me every 
moment a ſpectre, that appears to me un- 
der a moſt ghaſtly form: In vain do I tell 
myſelf that-it is but an illuſion; ene 
dat has no reality in it; its continual "a 
earance offends my fight, and diſturbs my 
mind. If T have reſolution enough to be 
convinced that in ſeeing this apparition 1 


ſee nothing, J am ſtill weak 
D ; 
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ik bat this viſion, This is What you 
orced- me. to, tell you, added che 
9 whether Jam in the wrong, to- 
conceal from all the world the cauſe af 
my melancholy: do & i 
„J heard, with as much. See as ſur- 
Prize, ſo extraordinary, an account, which: 
argued a diſorder: in the periarunium > My: 
lord, ſaid I to the miniſter, does not this 
procced from your taking too little ſuſte- 
nance ? For you are temperate to an ex- 
uk, That is what I thought at firſt,anſwered) 
he, and to try Whethet it;1was; owing; 
to my diet, I have eaten: more than uſuab 
for lome; days paſtʒ hut all to- nahpur⸗ 
poſe, the phantom does not diſappear. 
It ſhall diſappear, reply'd I, to comfort 
him; and if your excelleney would amuſe 
yourſelf, a little by playing with, 2 
ful ſervants, I believe you will bot -be:lon 
before you will be delivered. from 
gloomy vapour... 5 
A little after this converſation, my ld + 
fell ſick ; and finding it would be a ſerious 
affair, ont to Madrid for two notaries to 
draw his will. He ſent alſo for three fa- 
wous phy ſicians, who. had; the reputation 
of ſometimes curing their patients. As ſoon 
as the news of the arrival of the latter was 
knowa in the houſe, nothing was heard: 
therein but mourning and lamentations z 
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tuo death of our maſter was 100k'd upon d 


prejudliced againſt rhoſe gentlemen. They 


had : brought with them an apothecary, 


and a chirurgeon, the ordinary executio- 


ners of their preſcriptions: They ſuffered 
the notaries fiſt ta diſpatch their baſi-' 


nefs, after which they prepar'd | themſelves 
likewiſe to diſpateh e As they were 
of the ſame principles with Dr. Sangrado, 

at the very firſt! conſultation they ordered 


copious and frequent bleeding: Inſomuch, 


that at the end of fn days, they reduced 
the count duke to extremity, and on the 


28 delivered him from his appaii- 


— 4-124 hi death of this imitifter; a live- 


ly and ſincere grief reign'd throughout the 
caſtle of Locebes: All his domeſtics bitter- 


Iy lamented his loſs: Far from comforting 
themſelves with the certainty of being in- 
cluded in his will, there was not one who 
would not willingly have renounced his le- 
gacy, tochave reſtored him to life. As for 
me, whom he had loved moſt, and who had 
devoted myſelf to him purely out of in- 
clination to his perſon, I was yet more af- 
flicted than the reſt: I doubt whether even 
Antonidas death coſt me more tears than 
the count · duke's. 


CHAP. 
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What ee of Locches after 
- the count-tuke's | yy _ what 
courſe 8 boat. ee 


HE miniſter; as nes wa; n | 
bury'd without pomp, or noiſe; in 
1 convent of Dominican. nuns, ” to the 
muſic of our lamentations. This done, 
the counteſs d Ouarem had the will 
read to us, with which all the domeſ- 
tics- had reaſon to be farisfied; '' Every 
one had a legacy therein proportionable 
to his place, and the leaſt was two thouſand 
crowns. , Mine was the moſt conſiderable 
of all; my lord left meiten thouſand pla 
ſtoles, to teſtify his ſingular affection for 
me. Neither did he forget che hoſpitals; 
beſides which, he founded annual maſſes 
to be ſaid, for the me of his ſoul, in 
ſeveral con vents. Wien 
THz counteſs Oli burt * all the 
domeſtics: to Madrid, to receive their 
legacies from the ſteward Don Raymond 
Caporis, who had orders to pay them forth- 
with: But Lcould not ſet out with them; 
a violent fever, the effect of my grief, de- 
tain'd me between ſeven and ee dye 
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the caſtle. During that time, the domi- 
- can fryar never forſook me: This good 
father had taken a liking to me: and in- 
tereſting himſelf in my welfare, he aſked 
me, when he faw' me upon the mending 


* 
. 


Hand, what I intended to do with myſelf ? 
I don't know, reverend father, anſwered 
I, not being yet come to a reſolution 
with myſelf upon that head: There” are 
ſome; moments, when. I am tempted to 
ſnut myſelf up in a cell, and do penance: 
Precious moments! cry'd the Dominican; 
Siemior de Santillane, you would do well to 
take advantage thereof: I would adviſe 


you, as a friend, without ceaſing for that 


to be a layman, to retire into our con- 
vent at Maarid, to become a benefactor to 
it by the giſt of all your eſtate, and to 
die there under the habit of St. Dominick - 
There are many perſons who attone for a 
worldly life by ſuch an ene. 

- "In the diſpoſition of mind I was then in, 
the fryar*s advice did not diſguſt me; and 
J anſwer*d his reverence, that I would 
conſider on it: But having conſulted Sci- 
pie thereupon, whom I faw a moment af. 
terwards, he inveigh'd againſt this de- 
ſign, which ſeem'd to him the notion of 


a diſtemper'd head. Pie upon it, Signior 


de Santullane, ſaid he, can ſuch ar retire- 
mente pleaſe you? Docs not your ſcat at 
2 45 | Lirias 
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Llirias offor you a more agreeable ſolitude t 
If you was charmed Wirhlit formęrly, v 

will zeliſn che ſweets off it yet better now, 
when) yqu are of an 48810P76; PrOjer to be; 
affacted with bęauies tue 
- [Coſcolind's ſon ſound ir it ho difficulty 46 
| bring me over to his, opinion: Tou have 

| Sot the day, my boy, ſaid I, ſrom the Do- 
unican fryan; I ſee plainly, in effecti that 
I ſhall do better to return to my ſeat}, I-will 
ſtick t that reſplution. We wil ſet, out: 
again for Llirins as ſoon as I am able to beat 
wenn which happen*d! very ſoon ; for. 
a no longer having a fever, 1 found myſelf 
ſtrong enough, in a little while, to put 
this deſign, in execution. We went then 
to. Madrid, Scipis and: Tx but the ſight of 
chat city no longer gave me the ſame; plea+i 
fare as formerly. As I knew almoſt all the: 
inhabitants abhorr'd the memory of a 
miniſter, of whom , I retained. the moſt 

tender. remembrance, 1 could not look 
upon it with a good eye: Accordingly»: 

I. ſaid there, but, ye, or ſix days, which 
9 imploy' di in making preparation for; 

departurg $9:L{rias., Whilſt he was! 

9 * Saas equipage, I went to Caporis, 
who gave me my. legacy in doubloons 11. 

ſaw allo, the. receivers of, the commanda- : 

| ries, hd a L had penſions, and took: 
11507 F eau Dad Slime * 
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payment thereof. 


n= 
order with them for the 
In a word, I ſettled all my affairs. 
Tur evening before my departure, T | 
aſked Coſcolind*s' ſon, if he had taken 
leave of Don Henry ?: Tes, anſwered he; 
we parted this morning good friends; he 
told me, however, he was ſorry I would 
leave him; but tho“ he was ſatisfy'd with 
me, I was not ſo with him. It is not e- 
nough for the valet to pleaſe the maſter, 
che maſter muſt like wiſe be ble to 
the valet, otherwiſe they, will" Hre but in- 
_ differently together. Beſides, continued he, 
Don Henry makes now but a wretched 
figure at court ;- they point at him in the 
ſtreets, 'and no longer call him any thing, 
bot the ſon of che Cenoeſe; judge whether 
it 18 eto a lad of Honour 0 derve 
4 man that is diſgratect. 
Wix ſet out at laſt from Madrid, one five 
morning at fan-rife, and took the road 
to — Hof J obſerve in what order, and 
with what equipage. My confidant and 
I'were in a chaiſe r by two mules, 
and driven by a poſtilion; three be. mules 
laden with 25 cloaths and money, and” 
led by two grooms, followed immediately 
after ; then came two ſtout footmen, cho- 
| ſen by Scipio, mounted likewiſe upon two 
mules, and armed up to the very teeth';* 
The grooms likewiſe had hangers by bra ; 
= es, 


As we 255 ve 3 yen, , 


very rel 1 ſet out gy . 
ney, without being in app 
tor my legacy. In te e e 
which we paſſed, our he-mules. proagly 


rung their bells; at "the ſound of Which, 

the peaſants. ran out to their doors, 4% % 
our equipage go by, which ſeem, tg them 
at leaſt that of a grandee, who way was going | 
'to take Poles of a ee > yet” 
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wed 


Or 
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Git Blas returns 10 bis e ate; bir We 
to find . a 4 IR 4 
be falls. in love. 75 or 2 


marriageable ; and 
Ng 1 5 11911 


Jour a bee in going to Le 
nothing obliging me to travel by long 
journies; all I defired was to get there 
fafely, and my deſire was granted. The 
ſight of my houſe inſpired me at firſt with 
ſome melancholly thoughts, by bringing 
Antonia into my mind afreſh; But I knew 
very ſoon how to put them out Ted, m 
cad, 
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head, being "reſolved nl ve way 


to ſuch 2 — as” "would: 1 Rue er . 
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As ſoon as 1 enter d my houſe, Beatrix 


and her daughter came co flute me, with 


an air full of zeal and affection; after 
which the father, mother, and daughter, 
flew into each otherts artns, With tranſ- 
ports of jo y that: chartn'd me. After fo 
many embraces, I ſaid, ech! en my 
god - daughter very attentively : Is it 
this ſhould- be the little Sera- 

pbina, whom I left in the cradle, when 
1 ſet out fte om Llirias ? J. am overjoy'd 
to ſee her ſo well grown, and' ſo pretty; 
& mut chink of getting her a haf Racbanc 
Tow 1m dear godfather, cry'd my 
hald,.. "bluſhing ** fle ad my. jaſt 


'ords, you have been with me but a mo- 
ment, and are you ſtudyin g already how 


to get rid of me? No, child, — IL, w 


l deligd to loſe Ke 'by marryin 


you ; we would have a hufband who ſhould 


enjoy. you... without taking you away 
from your parents, and ſhould live, in a 


| manner, with us. 


Jus ſuch a one now offers, ſaid Beatrix, 
* interpoſing : a gentleman of this coun- 
try, has ſeen Seraphina; i in the chappel -be- 

long- 
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longing to this hamlet, and is fallen in love 
with her. He has been to ſee me, has de- 
clar'd his paſſion, and aſk'd my canfent,' 
Should you have it, ſaid I, you weuld be 
never the better for it ; Serapbina depends, 
upon her father and godfather, who alone 
have the power of diſpoſing of her: All 
I can do is, to write them 1 of your 
addreſſes, which are an honour” to iny 
daughter. In effect, gentlemen, purfuedl 
ſhe; it is what I Was“ Jett going to do 3 
but you are now returned, and may att as 
you think proper 

Bur what character bas this Ege (a 
Scipio? is not he like molt of his rank f Is 
not he proud of his gentility; and inſoleũt 
to thoſe who are but” Plabians ? Oh, for 
that matter, not in the leaſt, änſwered 
Beatrix; he is a young manz perfectly 
good-natur*d and well-bred ; beſides whit 
he has a good mien, and is not yet thirty 
years old. You give us, ſaid I to Beatrix, 
a good agreeable "deſcriprioti of this cava 
lier; hens is his name? Don Juan de T. 
jella, anſwered Scipio's wife: »Tis not long 
ſince he came to his eſtate, by the death. _ 
of his father; and he lives at his ſeats 
bout a league from hence, with à fiſter, 
younger than himſelf, who is under vis 
care. I have formerly heard talk of this 
gentleman's family, wy I; it is one 
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of the beſt in the kingdom of Valencia. 
I value gentility leſs, cry'd Scipio, than tbe 
acoompliſhments of the mind and under. 


diſcourſe, the people of 
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ſtanding, and. this Don Juan will ſuit us, 


if he is an haneſt man. He has that cha- 


racter, ſaid Serapbina, mg then in the 
Liirias, who 
know him, ſpea 1 all the good in the 
world of Na At theſe words of my 
god-daughter's, I. look'd upon her father 
with a ſmile, who having taken notice 
of them as well as me, judged that this 
gallant was not diſagreeable to his daugh- 
"8 
1 Tris. cavalier ſoon heard of our arrival 
at Liirias ; for, two days after, we ſaw him 
at my ſeat... He aceoſted us with a good 
and far from contradicting, by E 
preſence, what Beatrix had ſaid of him, he 
imprinted in us a great opinion af his 
merit. He told us that, as a neighbour, 
he came to congratulate us on our ſafe 
return. into the country: we received 
him as civilly as poſſible ; but this viſit 
was purely out of good manners, and 
| away entirely in compliments on 
both ſides : For Don Juan, without ſaying 
one word of Serapbina, took his leave; 
only deſiring we would allow him to 
come again to ſee us, and take advantage 
of a neighbourhood, which he foreſaw 


would 
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would be very agreeable to him. When 
he was gone, Beatrix aſked us, what we 
thought of the gentleman ? We anſwered, 
that he had prepoſſeſſed us in his favour, - 
and we believed fortune could not offer us 
a better match for Serapbina. 
Tux very next day I went after dinner 
with Coſcolina's ſon, to return the viſit 
we owed Don Fuan : we ſet out for his (cat, 
conducted by a guide, who, after hte 
quarter of an hour's riding, ſaid, there 
is Signior Don Juan de Futella*s feat, In 
vain did we look with all our eyes around 
the country, We were a long time be- 
fore we could perceive it ; neither did we 
diſcover. it till we were juſt upon it; for 
it was fituate at the foot of a hill, and in 
the midſt of a woog, whoſe lofry trees 
hid it from our ſight. It had an air of 
antiquity, and was very much out of re- 
pair, which was a greater ſign of the an- 
cientneſs of the owner's family than of 
his riches, Nevertheleſs, when we enter'd 
the houſe, we found the decay of the 
building made amends for by the genteel- 
neſs of the furniture. n 
Don Fuan received us in a parlour hand- 
ſomely tet off, where he preſented us his 
ſiſter Dorothea, a young lady who ſeemed 
between nineteen and twenty years of age. 
She was dreſſed out to the beſt adyantage. 


like a perſon who having expected our 
viſit, had a mind not to be thought diſ- 
agreeable by us; and appearing before 
me with all her charms, ſhe made the ſame 
impreſſion on me as Antonia; for the 
ſight of her put me into ſome diſorder; 
but J concealed it ſo well, that even $c:- 


pio himſelf did not take any notice of 


it. Our converſation turned, as it did 
the day before, upon the mutual pleaſure 


we ſhould take in viſiting each other ſome- 


times, and living together like good neigh- 


bours, He never as yet mentioned Sera- 


phina, neither did we ſay any thing that 
might induce him to declare his love, being 
willing to let him come to that point of his 
own accord, During our diſcourſe, I often 
ſtole a glance at Dorothea, although I af- 
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- 


fected to look at her as ſeldom as poſlible, 


and every time my eyes met her's, they 


pierced my heart with ſo many freſh 
wounds. I muſt confeſs, however, to do 
juſtice to the beloved object, that ſhe was 


not a perfect beauty: if her ſkin was of a 
. dazzling whiteneſs, and her lips ſurpaſſed 


the coral in redneſs, her noſe was a little 
too long, and her eyes too ſmall : never- 
theleſs altogether ſhe charm*d me to a great 


degree, | 
IN 
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IN a word, I did not go from FJutetla's 
as I came thither; but returning to Llirias 
with my head full of Dorothea, my thoughts 
ran all upon her, and I talked of nothing 
elſe. How! my dear maſter, faid Scipio, 
looking on me with ſurprize, you are 
mightily taken up with Don Fuar's Siſter ! 
Is it poſſible ſhe can have inſpired you with 
love? yes, friend, anſwered I; and 
T bluſh for ſhame at it. O heavens! IJ. 
who fince Antonia's death, have feen a 
thouſand beauties with indifference, muſt 
I meet one to charm me at my age, with- 
out being able to make any refiftauce ? 
Well, fir, refumed Coſcolina's fon, you 
ought to be pleaſed with the adventure, 
inſtead of complaining of it; you are ſtill 
of an age wherein it is not at all ridicu- 
Jous to be ſuſceptible of love; and time 
has not yet fo much wrinkled your fore- 
head to take from yon all hopes of plea- 
fing : be advifed by me, when next you 
fee Don Fuan, aſk him boldly for his ſiſter ; 
he cannot refuſe her to ſuch a man as you; 
and beſides, if you muſt abſolutely be a 
gentleman to marry Dorothea, are not you 
lo? You have got a patent that ennobles 
you, which 1s ſufficient for your poſterity ? 
when time ſhall have ſpread over that 
patent the thick veil with which he co- 
vers the origin of all families ; after four 


5 or 
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or five generations the deſcendants of San- 


tillane will be reckoned amongſt the moſt 
illuſtrious. 


— — A. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Of the double marriage that was a= 

greed on at Llirias, which at laſt con- 
cludes the hiſtory f Gil Blas de San- 
tillane. 


L 


Y this diſcourſe Scipio encouraged me 
to declare myſelt*s Dorotbea's lover, 
without conſidering he expoſed me to the 


hazard of a refuſal ; I did not refolve upon 


it, however, without ſome dread, Tho? 
I did not ſeem ſo old as I really was, and 
might have pretend to have been at leaft 
ten years leſs, I could not help believing 
it reaſonable to doubt of my being able 
to pleaſe a young beauty. I determined 
nevertheleſs to run the venture of aſking 
her, as ſoon as I ſhould ſee her brother, 
who on the other hand, not being ſure of 
obtaining my 'god-daughter, was not with- 


_ out uneaſineſs. 


Hs returned to my houſe next morn- 


ing, Juſt as I had done "ng: Signior de 


San- 
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Santillane, ſaid he, I am come now to Li- 
rias to talk with you about an affair of 
Importance. Hereupon, I took him into 
my cloſet, where coming immediately to 
the point : I believe, purſued he, you are 
not ignorant of the motive that brings me; 
I love * Seraphina : You have an abſolute 
power over her father; I beg you would 
| ſpeak to him in my behalf, and help me 
to obtain the object of my love: let 
me be indebted to you for the future hap- 
pineſs of my life. Signior Don Juan, an- 
ſwered I, as you proceed directly to the 
matter in hand, you won't take it amiſs 
if I follow your example; wherefore, after 
promiſing you my offices with the father 
of my god- daughter, I deſire yours in my 
behalf with your ſiſter. _ 
AT theſe laſt words, Don Juan diſco- 
vered an agreeable ſurprize, from whence I 
drew a favourable omen. Is it poſſible, 
cried he afterwards, that Dorothea ſhould 
yeſterday make a conqueſt of your heart ? 
She has indeed charmed me, anſwer'd I, 
and I ſhould think myſelf the happieſt of 
mankind, if my addreſſes ſhould be ac- 
ceptable to you both. You may depend 
upon it, replied he, as ancient as our Fa- 
mily is, we fhall not diſdain your alli- 
ance. I am very glad, reſumed I, you 
make no difficulty of receiving a plebeian 
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as your brother- in- law; I eſteem you the 
more for it, you ſhew therein your good 
ſenſe: but had you been vain enough to 
have reſolved not to have granted your 
ſiſter but to a gentleman, know that I had 
where withal to have ſatisfied your vanity, 
have been employed twenty years in the 
prime miniſters office; and the king, in 
return for the ſervices J have done — 
ſtate, has thought proper to reward me 
with a patent to ennoble me, which you 
ſhall fee this moment. Having thus faid, 
I took it out of a drawer where I always 
concealed it, and gave it to Dan Juan, 
who read i attentively from one end to the 
other, with an extreme ſatisſaction. It 
is ſufficient, ſaid he, returning it to me, 
Dorothea is yours: and. you, anſwered I, 
may depend upon having Seraphina. 
THESE two matches were then reſolved 
on thus between us; all that now remained 
was to know whether our future ſpouſes 
would conſent willingly; for Don Juan and 
myſelf being equally delicate upon that 
head, did not mean to have them againſt 
their wills, That gentleman, therefore, re- 
turned to his own ſear, in order to propoſe 
me to his fiſter; and I had a conference 
with Scipio, Beairix, and my god-daugh- 
ter to inform them of the diſcourſe I 
had juſt had with that cavalier, Beatrix 


was 
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was for accepting of him without ' heſita- 
tion, and Seraphina ſhew*d by her ſilence that 
ſhe was not of a contrary opinion : Neither 
did the father indeed differ much from 
them upon that head; but ſeemed a little 
uneaſy about what fortune he ſhould. give 
to a gentleman, whoſe houſe ſtood fo 
greatly in need of immediate repairing. 
I ſtopt his mouth, however, by telling 
him that was my province; and that I 
would make my god - daughter a preſent 
of four thouſand piſtoles for her por- 
tion. 1 Ti 

I ſaw Don Juan again that very even- 
ing; your affairs, ſaid I, go on to a miracle, 
I wiſh mine were but in as fair a way. They 
are likewiſe in the beſt way in the world, 
anſwered he; I had no need to have re- 
courſe to my authority to obtain Doro- 
thea's conſent; your perſon is agreeable 
to her, and ſhe likes your behaviour: You 
was apprenſive of not being to her fan- 
cy, and ſhe is afraid, with more reaſon, 
that having nothing to offer you but her 


Feoheart, and her hand What can I deſire 
wore, cry'd I, interrupting him, quite 


tranſported with joy? Since the lovely Do- 

rotbea is not averſe to uniting her fate 

with mine, I require no more: I am rich 

enough to marry her without any _—_ 
| An 
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and her poſſefſion- alone will crown all my 
wiſhes. 

Don Juan, and I. very wel fatisſy*d with 
bing brought things proſperouſly thus 
far, reſolved, in order to haſten our nup- 
tials, to paſs/ over all ſuperfluous ceremo- 
ates. To this end, I procured him an 
interview with the parents of Serapbina; 
and after they were agreed upon the con- 
ditions of their marriage, he took his leave 
of us, with a promiſe of returning next 
morning with Dorothea. Upon this, my 
deſire of ſeeming agreeable in that lady's 
eyes, made me ſpend three good hours 
in dreſſing to appear like another Adonis; 
yet could not with all my care, pleaſe 
myſelf. Dreſſing is but a diverſion 
to 2 young man, who expects to fee 
his miſtreſs, but to one who begins 
to advance in years it is a perfect ſtu- 
dy. Nevertheleſs, I was more fortunate 
Sn I deſerved; I ſaw again Don Fuar's 
fiſter, and was received to favourably by 
her, that I imagined myſelf to be ſtill 
good for ſomething. I had a pretty long 
diſcourſe with her, and was very much plea» 
ſed with her temper and underſtanding z 
by which I judged that by a good beha- 
viour, and being very complaiſant, I might 
become à beloved huſband. Full of ſo 
agrecable a hope, I ſent to Valencia for 

wo 
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two lawyers, who drew up the marriage 


articles; after which we had recourſe to 


the curate of Paterna, who came to Li- 
rias, and married Don Juan and me to our 
miſtreſſes. een een 

Tuvs did I light then for the ſecond 
time, the hymeneal torch, neither had I 
any reaſon to repent of it. Dorothea, like 


. 


a virtuous woman, took a pleaſure in her 


duty; and being ſenſibly affected with my 
care to prevent her in all her wiſhes, 
grew ſoon as fond of me, as if I had been 
young. On the other hand, Don Tuan 


and my god-daughter burnt with a mu- 


tual ardour; and what is pretty uncom- 
mon, the two ſiſters-in-law conceived for 


each other a moſt lively and ſincere friend- 


ſhip. For my part, I found in my brother- 
in-law ſo many good qualities, as created 


in me a real affection for him, which he 


did not repay with ingratitude. In ſhort, 
we lived with ſo much union, that at night 
when we were to part, tho* to meet again 
next day, this parting was not without 
ſome pain, For this reaſon, we reſolved 
to make but one family of the two; 
which ſhould be ſometimes at my ſeat at 
Llirias, and ſometimes at Futella's ; which 
for that reaſon was put in extraordinary 
repair, out of his excellency's piſtoles. 


TRREE 
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Tun R years are already elaps'd, cour- 
teous reader, ſince I have led a delicious 
life with perſons ſo dear to me: To crown 
my ſatisfaction, heaven has vouchſafed to 

rant me two children, whoſe education 
will probably be the amuſement of my old 
age, and of whom I *. believe my- 
ſelf the father. 
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